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CHAPTER 1.

Ir.is.a truth uﬁiversaﬂ’y‘ acknow-
lenlged, that a single man in posses-
sion of 'a n'ood ft*fﬂﬂr,-nmst be in
want o‘a w1f(= Co rs
However little known “the feelmgs
or views of such ‘a man may de on
his first eotering a* neighbourhood,
* thig txuth is 8o well fixed in fhe pinds
of thawrroundlpg families, that he
is ¢onsidered as the rightfuf properfy
of some one or other of their ddugh-
ters.
. My dear Mr. Bennet,” said, hxs
lady to hxm‘one day,” « h: g&e you
VOL. I. | By hearrf
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mecard that Netherfield Pakeis let at
fast 7,

"™ Mr. Bennet-replied that« he had
. mot.

“ But it is,” returned she; « for
Mrs. Long has just becn here, and
she told me all about it.”.

M;. Beunet made no answer.

« Do not 3«11 ~vant to kuow who
has takea $177 crred his wife  ipa-
tiently. ' . : .

“ You wanibe el we, and I have
no objection to hearing it.” ‘

This was invitation enough.

“ Why, iy dear, syou must l\c,um
Murs. Long says that Netherfield is
td.k(‘rl .by a young “wan of lmue» for-
e from the north of Ko Tt
he cam\‘own on "\Ioudd) m & chare
aud four 10 see the place, and was £9

:$anch delighted with it that he agrecd
" with. Mr. Moris -uumediau-iw 3 thea
" hef o‘tdke passcstion Befure Mi-
“chao ima\
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*chaclmids® ‘and” “gorae’ of ‘hig servgnte
,are to be in the house by the end;ef“
next week.” . o s
“ What is his name ?”
“ Bingley.” *
“Is he marméd or smgle 7o
“ Oh! smgle, my dear, to be sure!
A single man of, large fortune ; four
or five thousand/a \eai"\ VVhB[‘ ﬁne
thing for our girls ™ o
& How so? how can it aficct them?™
“ My dear Mr. Mv;xlied his
wife, ¥ how can you‘be so tiresome'!
You, must know thatI am thinking
of hl-s marrying one of them.” =
“ ]s that hLis design in: suetl.luw
'herg » R - :
“ Dbsw‘n’ nonsené&, JIOw can yous
talk-%0 ! Lut it is- w{% h}«.}y/that he
nary fallin loves cme of “them,
afml therefore you. ;pmt visit him ae
s?nm as he.comes.”- . .
“ 1 sec 1iv-awcasion for thatt Yﬁ'u
"B : ™ ande



\ ( 1)
mid thet; gu'la may“.go, or*you may
ﬁeﬁd them by themselves, which per-;
Taps will be &till’ better, for as you
Wré'dis baridsome as any of them, Mr.
mngkgmgh: like gou the best of
tbe party.”
R My deai-, you ﬂatter me.. I cer-
‘Rave had ry: :share of beauty,
but T ¥o notﬁtend\to be any thing
editracriinery” ‘nod: : “When a awoman
‘hds five grown up’ danghters, she
‘ought  to g‘"alcr thmkmg of hers
own beauty,” -
“ In such cases, a woman hag not
oﬁen wmuch beatty o' think of.”.

“ But,'my dedr,’ you must mdeed‘
go and gsed: “Mr. Bmgley w hen he*,
comes intothe ne:g‘hbourhoprk”

. o It’slt\mof& ﬂmn I engage DN 1
aﬁsu're yﬁ
* ut cons;de; gour daughters. *
On think what an éstablishinens N

wﬁld bt for one of P Sir Wilg ©
llam
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'ham antdelady Lucas are determuled-

to go, merely on that account, for m.
general you know they visit no-new
comcrs. ludeed you must go, for jt
"will be impossiBle for us to visit hnn. :
if' you do not..*

“ You,are over scrupulous surely.
1 dare say*® My. Bmgley will be very
glad to see you; ai & I wi ﬂd a
few liges by.you w assucttAIlor my
hearty consent to his marrying which
ever he*chuses of Yeagigly: though I
musf throw in a good word for my
little Lizzy.”

“.1 desire you will do’ no such
thing. Lizzy is not.a bit better than
the others ; and L-amsard She 18 not
half %0 handsomé as Jane, nof half
S good bumoured as Lyaia. But
vou are always givind"%er i nréfer-
Pl](‘e
oy Thcy bave noue of them much
10 xu.ommwd thew,” roplied de;

'B 3 . ® @ they
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= they are all silly and ignerant hikes
sother girls; but Lizsy has something
Sitore of (]md\nekb than heresisters.”

“ Mr. Benuet, how can you abuse
your own children tn such a way ™
You take delight in vexing me. You
have no cowpassion on iy poor
nerves.’

“Ydn p}is;a‘k'f-‘ mq, my dear. 1
have Mk respect for your perves.
They are my old friends. 1 hage
heard youpeussfi them wifh consi- -
deration these twenty years at 1%ast.”

“ Ah! yeu do not know what I
suffeg,” - : .

“ But I hope you will get over it, -
and live 16 sec many young mcu of ¢
four thoutand a ylar come mt.o.thv
nelehboﬁr-laoud,.”

#13 will be®Ho use to us, if twenty
Such should come Singe you will not_
visgehem.”

P pmd upos it, u)y de.u, that,

\\luu.
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' when tlere are. twenty, I w:ll WS&
them all.” e
Mr. Bennet. was so odd a mi~xturé'
of quick parts, sarcastic hamour, re-
’ serve, and caprite, that the experience
of three and 4Wenty years had been
msuflicient to make his wife under-
stand his®charagter. Her mind was
less dificult to'devejope. . Sk “was a
woman of mean understals. ﬂg'httle
information, and uncertain temper.
When 3he was didzantopted she fan-
cied berself nervons. The business
of her life was to get ler daughters
masrieli; its solace was visiting and
news.

CHAP-
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Mz. Bennet was amobng the carlies!
> of those who waited on Mr. Biugley.
He had alwgys intended to visit him,
Y thoug'h ‘o the lnst alwdys assuring his
" wife tii:4ie. should not go; and 4l
the evening after the visit was paid,
she had no, kngydsdge of,it. “It was
.then disclosed in the following fan-
ner.  Observing his second daughter
employed in triming a hat, he sud-
denly addressed her with,
“ I hopg. Mr. Bmg]ey will hke it
Lizzy:”. = - o
« We #re not in a way to knov
wlmt* Mr. Bingl&§ likes,” said her mo-
gh.cr rescntfully, ¢sincg we are not to
visit”
“ .But you forwet, matg,” $aid Eli-
* Coe caheths,
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nbeth, “othat we shall meet him als
the assemblies, and that Mrs. Long
has pronfised to introduce him.”* |

“ T do not believe Mrs. Long will
Qo any such thing. She has two
neices of her ewn. She is a selfish,
hypocritical woman, and I have no
opinion of ‘her.™ :

“ No more have I"%—smcl% Ben-
net; “.and I amglad to fikd" Sy you
de not depend on her serving you.’

Mrs. Benmet deigm * 2édeto make
any reply ; but-unable to contain her-
self, began scolding’one of her daugh-
ters. ° .

“ Don't keep coug,lung 80, I\lttx,
hn,bea\ en's sake ¥ Have 3 s;ttle COHY
passion @y nerves. ¥ou tear them
ter picees.” .
® « Kitty has no ditcretion i hrer
conghs,” said her 'fpthcr- “ she timee
{lrem ill.”

1 doj ndt’ cough for "my hn

B o S QLSS
| s . H
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‘umysement,” replied Kitty! fretfully.’
“ When is your next ball to be, Liz-
2y L

“ Teo-morrow fortnight.” .

“ Aye, so it is,” cried her mother,
“and Mrs. Long doesmot come back
till the day Lefore; so, it will be im-
possible for hes 4o itaroduce him, for
\h@,;v\‘l‘nlt;: I’m‘u“\ him herseli.”

Wth, fay dehd, you may haverthe
advantuge of vour friend, and intro-
duce dr ===~ %0 her”

“ Impossible, Mr. Bennet, im;mssi-
ble, when 19am not acquainted -with
kim m:\sv'fr‘: Low can you be'so teaz-
ing *”° ° . )
- """i Leotiir yoiur circainspeetiou.
’Hmtm' S g qu.un“mn, ix retiainly
very litle. Que caanot Luow whiat
atoah veully i3 by the cud of a fert-
Jeaht. Dat iF dry o not ventureg
S()hu-ho dy ol will; and after 2,

Ms. L(‘nn and Der nuicts 1\~M wfs ii{"

.
~ "1(...
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*their chatce; and thercfore, as .she™
vill think it an act of kindness, if you;
decline the office, I will take it on
yself” ’

The girls . f-tpred at their father.
Mrs. Benoet shid only, « 1\om~eme,
nonsense!”

“« What can lK"lhj‘ ‘ﬂ‘i@mmw of that
emphatic’ exclow? ‘ﬂi“'r""u me 1.ehe.
“ Do wou consit® the fornts of in-
tréduction, and the stress that is laid
ou them, as nonsense? ot quite
agree with yowthere. What say you,
Mary? for you are a youug kuly of
deep reflection 1 know, and vead? breat

books, and make expacts.”
Mary wished tQ say eomm.}ﬁﬁqu
o~
sen~:Bleebut hvmw notshow. -

= ¢« VWhile Mury is pdjusiing heér
Ydeus,” he mx...uu_vd, “ let us l'(tum

to Miv, Bigloye” » =
[ )
[ 2 .
“ 1 am, s‘.ck of Mr. 'Bmﬂlcv ” kS ed
.! . “(‘ :‘
."\ . ‘.',

Bé AT Lahy
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= “J am sorry to hear that ;’but wlhw
*did not you tell me so before? 1f I
had known as much this morning, 1
certainly would not have called on
~him. It is very unlucky; but as 1
have actually paid the visit, we can-
not escape the acquaintance now.’

The astonismnpe nt*ef the ladies was
Just.‘whtt wrt"'m,&hed that of Mrs,
Bennet perh*lps xﬂrbassmtr the rest;
though when the first tumult of joy
Was overesirsbean to declare that it
was what she had expected all the
while. *

“ How good it was in you, my de’n
My. Benuet?, Rut I knew I should
pors ‘ulg '.fgu atlast. I was surepon
Joved jour giels too well te feglect
stich an ac qu?lmtame Well, bow
pl%ased Iam! and it is such a good
Jbke, too, that you sirould have gone
thit mornmg, and never said a worl
ab8ut i tlll now.’

) *‘me',-“;
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-« Now, Kitty, you may cough o:
Fuch as you chuse,” said Mr. Bennets
and, as*he spoke, he left the room,
Jfatigued with the raptures of bis wife.
“ What gn ‘excellent father yon,
have, girls,” said she, when the ddor
was shut.  “ Lido not know how yon
I ever®makgshim<zinends for hig
L dness; or e rh-fm.ﬁm that nat-
ter. JAtour tindVgf life, jL &0t %0
pleasant I can tell you, to be making
new acqu.uutauu every day; but for
your sakes, we would do any thing.
Lydia, niy love, though vou are the
youugdst, I dare say Mr. Bingley will
daunge with you at the next ball.”
050N gaid ].rytf(l stthwu_
not safpaid; for thorgh Fat the

=youngest, 'm the tallest.” .

" The rest of the ehing wag Spent
in conjecturing .how soon e \wu-l(l
"Seturn "‘vlr Bennet's visit, aud,drter—
Jnining ‘c, hen"they shouldeask %iam to

v e - \ -

CHAP-
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., CHAPTER IIL .

Nor all that Mrs. Bennet, however,
with the assistance of per five davgh-
ters, couid avlion tje subject was
sufficieat 10 ﬂd. B 'i;;cﬁn her husbasd
any m(wt.({-ior & teription of Mr.
Bmgley. T h«y attocked I in va-
rious way g with bai fuced questions,
ingenious suppositions, and distant
surmises 3 but he clnded the skill of
them gli; and they were atlast obliged
to accept the second-hand int-lligence
_0___()1‘;...u,.wulmmﬁmuy,Lums djer
report Was b hly faveurable. « Sir
William Lad been agelighted with kims
He. wys quite”tyoung, wonder:ully '
hepdsome, exti:cmo[v agreeabie, and
to crogn the whole, he uxmnf to he
at tbd next assembly \mh\ a lar;

1’*‘“‘"7‘-‘.’

PR}
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rty. ~Wothing. could be more de-,
ghtful! To be fond of dancing was,
a certair?step towards falling in loves
jgnd very lively hopes of Mr. Bing-
ley s heart weré entertained.

“ If L cah but sce one of my daug‘h-
tersAappily seitled at Netherfield,”
saffl Mre® Benyst ta her lhusband,
« $nd all the otherk warsnily well mar-
ried, ,T shall ha e‘uotmi'.g?.w“i‘vish
for.”

In a Yew days Mr. Bnm“;y;.roturned
Mr.’Bennet's visit, and sat about-ten
miputes with him in hiselibrary,  He
had eftertained hopes of beiye ad-
mitted to a sight of, the young ladies,
ob v hoxe Lgauty iré “hall 1 (.u'wmﬂgh'
but e gaw ouly the fashers " Phe lg-

~dies were somewhat more fortunage,

*for they Lad the ad#htage of, ®sger-
taining from an uppbr window, that
"tfhe worca blue coat and rode y black
horse. ¢t
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. -An mvitation to dinner vag spon’
.afterwards dispatched; and alread¥y
“had Mrs. Benuet planned the courses
that were to do credit 0 her house,
keepmg, when an - Sbkwer arrived
‘which deferred it all.. Mr. Bingley:
was obliged to be in town the follow-
ing day, and m.msequently unablehto
accept the hnﬂ-q"r f their inv itatiyn,
&c. "Wy Benneras quite discen~
certed. She could not immagine whet
basiness he_could have in town o
‘soom after his arrival in Hertfordshire;
and she began to fear that he might
be always flying about from orte place
zmither, and pever settled at Ne-
themticdd, s Tie owght- to be. Lady
]:ucas leted her ’fears a little by
starting the idea of his bemg gone to
Lopdon only t8%get a large party for
ﬂ;e ball; and report.soon followed
tbag Mr Bingley. was to bring twelve
ladigs@and eeven gentleinen with him_
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to,the assembly.. The girls grieved .

%&r such.a.number of ladies; but:
were. comforted the day before . the
ball by hearing, thutinstead of twelve
he. had . broug“?only six witg him
from London, Jlis five sisters and a
cousipf- And when the party entered .
the&zmbly room, it (Onsisted of
onl§ five altogether; quBu:%ley, -his
two. @sisters, the husiiand of t}gﬂ,—eldest,
ang another young man.

«~ Mr. Bingley was good looking and
gentldmanlike he. had a pleasant
counteuauce, and . easy,. unaffected
manners: His sisters were fine, wo-.
‘men, with an air of declded fashmn

. Hasbyother-m-law,—kir Fiurst, veavely
looked. the gentlegn ; but fis frtend

~Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of
the room by his fine, tafi®person, l.umgi-
some features, noblem&in; and thg,

. taport which was Ju general circja’

_dion withil» fwe minutes after his ¢n-

JrertCe,
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"Iy, and talked of giving one himsely
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. trance, of his having ten thousand a
year. The geutlemen pronounce:
Lim to be a fine figure of @ man, the
ladies declared he’ was much haud-
somer-than Mr. Riugley, and he was
looked at with great, admiration for
about half the evening, til hitgman-
ners gave a*disgust which- tumeu\;qthe
tide of his popylarity ; for be was his-
covered o be proud, to be above his
company, and above being pleased;
and not all his large estate if Derby=
shire could then save him from Having
a most forbidding, disagreeable ¢coun-
tenance, and being unworthy to be

“compared with pis friend.

$54 Bingley lind soon wade, hjin-
seli acquaivted with all the priucipal
people in the room; he was lively
an:kunreservéd, danced cvery dance,
was angry thic the bajl closed so ear-

at ‘Ntthu\twld buch ammble qualis_

ties.
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?ﬁ must speak far themselves. What

contrast between him and his friend!
Mr. Darey danced only ouce with
Mrs. Hurst and once with Miss Bing-
l’ey, declined péibg introduceeto any
other lady, and’spent the reét of the
eveny i walking about the room,
S kmﬂ' dccasionally to one of his
3 party. His charcier was de-
cided., He was the proudesi, most
digagreeable man in the world, and
revery bddy hoped that he would ne-
ver c8me there again. Amongst the
most, violent against him was Mrs.
Bennet,*whose dislike- of s geueral
"beliaviour, was sharpened into ])dl‘tl-
" culanresentment, by his havipe»tght-
ed one of her daughterss -

. Elizabeth Rennet had been obllged
by the scarcity of geqtlemen, te git
down for two dan(‘e\aud dmmg;
Dart of that time, Mr. Darcy had'
sbeen standing rear j:noug,h dor lLiexto
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overhear a conversation begween him
and Mr. Bingley, who came from ti.
dance for a few minutes, to press his
friend to join it.

“ Come, Darcy,” sajd:-he, « I must
liave you dance. I hate to see you
standing about by yourself "ap this
stupid manner. You had much ¢et-
ter dance.” ., i

4 T certainly shall not. You kpow
how I detest it, unless I am partigu-
larly wmted with 1y “partne.
At such an assembly as this, it would
be insupportable. Your sistery are
engaged, and there is not another, wo-
mau in the room, whom it would not
bew~punishwent to me to stand ,up
withs’

. “ I would not be so fastidions ay
yousare,” cried;Bingley, “ for a king-
ﬂpm' Upon piy honour, I never met
\ﬂth §0 many pleasamt girls in my
hfe é& I have.tlns‘ evening ;and there

are
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hrg severg} of them:you see uncom-
only pretty.”

% ¥ou are dancing with the only
handsome gifl in the room,” said Mr:.
Damy, looking:*at the eldesk Miss;
Bennet.

“?f she is the most beautitul
crefiure I ever beheld! But there is
onelof her sisters sitting down just
behind, you, who is very pretty, and
I dare say, very agreeable. Do let
ine ask foy partner to introduce yod.”
"« Which do you mean;?” and turn-
ing round, he looked for 3 moment at
Elizabeth, till catching hgr eye, he
‘withdrew his own gnd coldly said;
“ Qlle is tolerable; butnot handm'na
enough to tempt Me; and I'am IR0 _
.humour at present ‘to give conse-
Yuence to young Iaglies who «are
slighted by other n‘ae:% ou-had bet,
ter return to your phrtner\and £njpy’
sher smiles, for you,are wasting" your
aite with%ac.” .
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. Mr. Bingley followed kis advigc!
Mi. Darcy walked off; and Elizab&
remained with no very cordial feel-
ings towards him. She told the story
however with great spirit among her
friendSy for she had % lively, playful

- o, . . AJ N
disposition, which delightec any
thing ridiculous. .

The evening altogether passeg off
pléasagtly to thie whole family. Mrs.
Bennet had seen Lier eldest danghger
much adwired by the Nétherfields
party.” Mr. Bingley hed dancel with
her twice, and she bad been distin-
guished ky his sistrs. Jane was as

“much gratified by this, as lier mother
cauld bg, though in a guieter, way.
Elmmbeth felt Jane¥s pleasure.o Mal‘)’

“had heard herself mentioned 16 Missa
ﬁjngley as tige most accomplished

irl in the '%;hb’om;hood; and Ca-

"therine and Lyglia’xad been fortunaté
engudi to be never witheut*partners,.

Wil vtis 4l that they hediset learnt
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2 gare foyat a ball. They returned
refore in good spirits to Long-
ourn, the village where they lived,
and of which they were the principal
iahabitauts. They found Mr. Ben-,
net still up. Wi a book he was ve:
gardh-ﬂ}( {-time; and on the present
occasion lm had a good deal of curi-
osily as 1o the event of an evening
whu,h luu] raised such splendid éx-
pe(‘tdtlon& He had rather hoped
saat all bts wife's views on the cstranger
wouldebe disappointed but he" soon
found, that he had a vexy different
story,to hear. .
< “ Oh! nty dear Mg. Bennet,” as she”
senteged the room, ¢ we have had a
most (lell(-htiul evening, o most “x~
celient ball. T wish you had been
theie. June was so adrpired, nothing
courd be like 1§ Lnf\c body s.u(t
how well she luol;e( and Mr. Bing-
lyy thoughit her quite bp usiful,’ Iaml
* ldazced
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danced with ber twice. Pnly tignk

of 'that my dear; he actually dan
with her twice; and she was the (ﬁ
creature in the room that he ask-
ed a second timq,.::l@fst of all, Ye
asked Miss Lucas. ™Y was so vexed
to see him stand up with 3 but,
however, he did not admi'l"e Iivr at
all: indeed, nobody can, you kgow:
and he seemed guaite struck with, Jane
as she was going down the dapgce.
So, he enquired who she tas, amd
got iffroduced, and asked herfYor the
two next. , Then, the two third he
danced 1q'th Miss King, and thg twe
*fourth with Magia Lucas, and the
two fifth with Jane again, andy the
twe sixth with Lizzy, and the ‘Bou-
'!anger.” T *
, ¢ If he had had any compassior
for me,” cri her'hugband impatient.
ly, & he would not have danced b,
sg Much! For God'sesake, say ng
\ - ' Mok
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n!)re of his partners. Oh) that he
mad spramed his ancle in the first
dance!” ’

. Oh! my "Efew," continued Mrs.
Bennet “f ite delighted with’
him. HM éxcessively hahdsome!
and ki sxsters are charming women.
1 never in my life saw any thing more
elegant than their dre~ses. I dare
say *the lace upon Mrs. Hursts
gown ——”

: Here ‘“he was interrupted- "agmn.
Mzr. Beunet protested agmust any de-
scription of finery. She ‘was there-
fore obliged to seek anothér bracly
of the subject, and relited, with much
‘bittekpess of 5p1r1t,a,nd sowme exageg;
ration, the sbockmg i‘ﬂdem.as of M.
Darcy. .

>« But I can assure vm.\ she added
« that Lizzy does8 nct loﬂe\&nnch by
uot ‘suiting Ais ﬁm('y, forheisa wiost
lmnwreeablo Horrid tram, not W j alt

‘YOL. 1. . worth-

L}
\ 'L
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worth pleasing. So high atd so c¥n-
ceited that there was -no endurmb'
him! He walked heres,*and fie walked"
‘there, fancying himg Z'."f 0 very great!
Not handsome enodgh® %'n 'dance with!
*I wxsh you had begn' the my dear,
to have gwen him one’ of yo~.1r set
downs I quite detest the man.”

CHAP-
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APTER IV.

WH.S Janc and Ehza‘:th were
alone, the former, who had been cau-
tivus in her praise of Mr. Bingley be-
fore, cxpressed to Her sister how very

wygich ‘she admired him.

* « He'is just what a young mdn
ought to be,” said she, ¢ sensible,
vood, humoured, lively; and I never
raw such happy manners ! =so mu
vase, with such pertect good breed-
' uvrl

He.m also h andcomc, rephed En-
zabetl, ** which a young man ought

Skewise to be, if he\possibly.caa.
s character is.thereby "omplete.” "

* 4 ] was very much ﬂatt?ed by his
ashing me'to tdance a second tipe.J
did not expect sach 2 mmphmcdt. .

cu” | o smia
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*% Did not you? F dld forgrou. But
that is one great difference Between
s Compliments alwitys takeyou by
surprise, and me nev@i“; “What could
he more natural thiéh Msdisking you
agam ? e could not Tnélpam\.g‘mg that
you werd about five times ‘as pretty
as every other woman in’the room.
No thanks to hiy gallantry for that.
Well, he certamly is very agréesble,
and I give you leave to like! i,
You kave liked many a st’upader per-

sn.”

. % Dear Lizzy!”

M “'Qh 1"Vou are a great deal too apt
ypu kuow, to like pcople in general.
i never see a fault in any:bﬁ)dv
~All the world ax‘é"’gowi and agreeable
{it your eyes. ‘I never heard you
speak ill of 4 human being in my

Aife.”
““‘bf would wish’ not to be hasty in

«£Bisuring, a bt T always
‘spea} what },(Ql?k_ ? . ‘
’ ‘ ¢ rkaow
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9«1 kpow fou do; and it is that
which make#{the wonder. With your »
good. setfse,. to-.be so houestly blind
tp the folligs and nonsense of others!

<

Aﬂ‘eg&a}tio :ggndqur is common
enough ;—géie meets it evcgy where.
But to be candid without ottentation

or design-*-to take the good of every
body’s .character gnd make it still
better, and say nothing of the bad—
beglengs to youn alone. And so, you
like thi§ man’s sisters too, dg you?
Theif manners are not equal to his.”
“ Certainly not; at first. DBut they
are :wery pleasing. women When-you
‘converse .with them. Miss Bingley
is tb live with her bpother and keep
his 5ouse_; and I b, much mistakgn
if we shall not find a very charming
neighbour in her,”
. Elizabeth listengd mn guence; bute

Was not convinced; theit. chatioar
at the astembly had ot heden caleu-
c3 Jlated

r -
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Iateil to pléase in genegals gnd wik
‘more quickness of obdurvation and

less pliancy of temper than' her sis-
w‘ -and with a Judgn‘:biit too uhas-

g&ﬂed by any attenti e‘g?éelf; sh
was very dittle dispoSedda approve

them. ey weré 'ﬂf fact' véry fine
ladies; not deficient in gosd humour
when they were pleased, nor.in the
power of being agreeable where tbey
chose it; but proud and concelté,d
They were rather handsorme, Had beent
¢ducated in onhe of the first ptivite
seminaries ' town, bhad a fortune of
wenty thbusand pounds, were in the
flablt of spending more than they
ought, and of associating with pedple
.of rank; and wmﬁ'ﬂnerefore in every
respect entitled to think well of thew-
selves, and mganly‘of others. They
&ere of a yespectable family in the
‘ée ngland; a circumstanct
lﬁére def'plv isipressed *on ‘their me
moriey
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¢mpries than, (4t their brothers fg;r-
tune an ir own had {)een é.cs,
» quired by tta.dc '

M. Bmg;gygplpemed property ta
the. amo; ;Iearly an_ hundred
thousafd ds from b(§ fatbgg:
who huti”intenged to purghase an
estate, but did not live to ‘do it—
M:. Bingley mtenl‘ded it likewise,
an__i sometimnes madde choicg of*his
eoupty, but as he was now provided
wvith a good house and the liberty of
a.manor, it was doubtful to nihny of
tbose who best knew the easinesy of
his 'temper, whether he mJOhL ngt
.spend the remaibder of his days at
. Ne;herﬁcld and leave the next ge-

ner: imou to pur (.}mx,},

His . si8ters weregerv anxious for
his having an estate of his own;ebut
though he was now esta lished onlx
85 a tenant, Mlss{%mgle.

JIneans unwilling to 1(\', ¢
C 4
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table, nor was Mrs. Biarst) wlio had
. married 2 man of mor *ﬁxshlon than
fortune, Iess disposed to'coksider his
house as her home”when it suited
her. Mr. Bingley 4 % been of
@5 two rs, whett/ -s‘&é’ t‘émpted
by an qggs:]dental redérmendtion to
lopk at Netherfickd House He did
look at it and intg it for half an hour,
waé pleased with the situation and
the principal rooms, satisfied with
whiat the owner said in it¢ pranse;
aml tdok it immediately. o+t
" Between him and Darcy ihere was
a'vegy steady friendship, in.spite of
&' gréat opposition of character—.
Bingley was endeared to Darcy by
| thre easiness, oaﬁmew " ductjlity of
his temper, thoiigh no disposition
cowid offer a‘greater contrast to his
J,nvm, ?n] though wjth his own he
ngvefapl red dissatisfied. On tho
_sl{scngth'o ])lrrys 'reg'trd Bingley
* hagt
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‘had the fizmegh reliance, and of his’
judgwent highest opiuion. * In
understayding Darcy was the supe-~
rior. Bingley. was by no means defi-

clent, but y was clever. He
was a’t me time haughty, re<;
served, &) fastxdlous, and* his man-

ners, though well bred, werenot in-

viting. In that respect his friend

had greatly the adtantage. Bingley

was gure of being liked wherever

h¢é appeared, Darcy was continually
' giving offence. .

- The mamner in which they spoke
of tie Meryton assemhly was suﬂi-
_ciently ‘characteristic. Bmgley "had
~mever met with pleasanter people or
prettier girls in higy life; every hady
had beene most kmd ahd attentive to
Jiim, there had been no formality, no
&tlﬂll(‘bh, he had soon felt 'chuﬁmted

with all the 1oV s/ \Mls~;
Bennet, he ,could t d pcen'e au
’ - ¢5 * » angel
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angel more bcautifi; Darcy, gn
[the'contrary, had sec .3 collection
of people in whom there was little
beauty and no fashien; for none of
whom he had felt thé g apil st interest,
, and fromgnone receciv itheg atten-

on or pieasure. Miss pennet he
acknowledged to be pretty, but she
smiled too much,,

Mrs. Hurst and her sister allowed
it to be so—but still they adniited
her and liked her, and propounced
her terbe a swect girl, and one whom
they should not object to know more
of. Miss Bennet was therefore’ csta-
blished a~ a sweet girl, and their bro-
ther felt authorised by such com-
gendation to thigk of* her as he

" chose.

CHAP;
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PTER V.

" v
Wifi- a wort walk of Long--
bourn lived a family with whom the |
Beunets were particularly intimate. .,
Sis William Lucas bad been for-
Tuerly in trade in Meryfon, where he
lmd wade a tolerable fortune and
nseu to the honour of knighthpod by

au address to the King, during his
mayoralty. The distinction had per-
haps Ucen felt too strongly. Tt had
given him a disgust to his business
and‘to his residghee in a small niar-
Ket towp; and ghitting them bhoth, -
he bhad removed wrth his family to
a house about a mile Tequo Meryton,
» denomnnated ﬁom that [Zop:; Lucess

» £y .
Lodge, Mwhere ho ul(\ Yhing: vath
i U ®. pleasure .
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pleasure .of his own Npportance, 2yd".
unshacklpd by busines; 'occ‘apy him-

self solely in being civi tp- all the
world For thougly th‘ by . hls

all at-
tention to every body. * hature
inoffenslve, friendly and obllgmg, his
presentation at St. James’s ‘had made
him courteous. .

'Lady Lucas was a very good and’»
of woman, not too clever to be a va-
luable neighbour to Mrs. Bennet.m
They had several children. The
eldést of them a sensible, mtelligent
yourg woman, about twenty-seven, ‘
was Elizabeth’s intimate friend.

That the Miss Jucases and - the
Miss Bennets. shqmd meet, to talk
over a ball was absolutely necessary ;
ard the m ning after the assembly
Brougl szm 'mer td' Longbourn tor
h@r (o’couf numcate .

“You:
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ogh 'the evetfing”’ Weﬂ
faid Mrs.. Bennet wxﬂx
nmand to Miss Lucas.
Mg. Bingley's first choice.”
A%t He seemed to like hls

" ¥ You b
Charlott?,”

« Oh l—you ‘mean Jane, 1 supposé
—because he danced with her twigg.
To be sure that did seem as if he
admired her—indeed I rather, believe

\"M——I heard something about it—
Lt I hardly know what—somethmg
about Mr. Robinson.” >

«“ Perhaps you mean what T over-
heasd between him and Mr. Robin-
son'; did not I mention it to you?
Mr, Robinson’s asking him how he
likvd' onr Merybén‘“assembﬁes, aod
whether e did - ndi“'thlnk there were
& great many pretty women in .the
raéom, and which he thouqilt the” pret
tjest? and his alsw} rlng'lmiﬁedlatel‘y
to the last question—Yh !\ the eldest

* Miss



ﬁi.m-Bénnet beyondNa. doubt, s/there:.

Jeannot be two opinions\a tifat point.”
vll, that.was

! all,,come

.o .My .overhearings were }lore to
.@e purpose than yours, Eliza,” said
Charlotte. *“ Mr. Darcy is not so well
worth listening to as his {riend, ivhe?
—Poor Eliza '—to. be only Jusf"i’é-

lerabie.”

*Fbeg you would not put it. mo
Lizzy's head to be vexed by his ill-
treatment ; “for he is such a disagree-
able ‘man that it would be guijte a
misfortunc to be liked by him. Mrs.
-Long told me lagtmight that I sat
close to her for Balf an hoar without
onge opening his lips.”

'5 © 4 Are y‘m quite sure, Ma’'am f—ix
“hot tl('?e w little fn’atdkc P said Jaue.
L | cel;t mlygaw Mr, ])o.rcv spcal\-
m&_te ber” =~ °

- . “« Ave

-n
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" o A yp—begyuse she asked. himiat
/liked Netherfield, and
‘help answerinig her;—
ilte . seemed very angry
t0.”

“ Mj#s Biingvey told me,” said .Iacné
“ that he nevemapeaks much unless

among his intimate acquam‘iangq,
With them he is rem;n'kably agree-

~abit.”

" &Y do not believe a word of it, my
déar. I he had been so very agrev-

' able he would have talked to®Mrs.
Long. But I can guess how it was;
eve'by body says that he 1s ate up
with pnde, and I dare say “he ‘had
. heagd somehow that Mrs. Long does
not keep a“carriagey’ and had conde
to the haMl in a back~chaise.”

e “1do not mind lis not talking to
Mrs. Long,” said Miss Lllcas, e but"
] yish he had danded with “hhza

« Another, nme LQny,\ .san& her

nmﬂner,
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mether, k. wouldl not\jance with. Yo,
if 1 were you.”

« I believe, Ma'am, I safely
promise you never todsuogtwith him.”

“ His pride,” sud;} - Lucas,
“ does not offend me . 7\s pride
often does, because there is an excuse
forit. “One cannot wonder hat so very
fine a young man, with family, -for-
tufie, every thing in his favour, shﬂuld
think highly of mmself., If 1 nny 8O
express it, he has a right to be prouds”

“ Fhat is very true,” replied Eliaa-
beth, ‘“and I could easily forgive kis
pride, if he had not mortified mave.”

o Pnd::,” observed M'Lry,who plqued
herself upon the solidity of her re-
flections, * is a very common fml‘mv I
belicve. By All'that I haveever read,
I an convineed that it is very com-
mon mdeld that human natuve is
%artu ular proft= to it, and thst
there ard eryﬁew of us who do not

cherish
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chefdhi a deeling) of self-comptacemay..
ou the score of some quality or other, ;,
real ori ry. - Yahity i pride
are different}hiigs, though the words |
are. ofteh ‘yaammously. A per-
son-: mag -berproud without being -
vam. Pride relates more to our opi-
nion of oursgelves, vanity to whal>ge
would have others think of us.”
~#df T were as rich ps Mr. Darcy;”
cued a ‘young Lucas- who caine with
his mstern, « I should not care how
proud d was. 1 would keep a pack
of, foxhoun(ls, and drink a. bottle of
w1ne~evet;y day.”

: *“ Then you would drink 2 great
«deal anore than you ought,” said Mrss
Bennet; «afid if I mere to see you at
it 1 shouldetake awﬁmur bottle di-
xectly.”

The boy protested that the should-
net; %he continue:? to declare that
she would, al- the m Fumb) eaded
r_nlv withAhe visit,

. CLIAD®.
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CHAPTER, Y. -

TrE ladles ot iongboyrn. seon
vyalted on those of Netherfield. The
¥i§it was returned in due form. Miss
Bennet's pleasing manners grew .on -
the good will of Mry. Hurst and"Miss
Bm,,ley, and though  the mother
was found to be iuntolerable and’ the
youager sisters not worth speaking
to, a wish of being better acquainted
with 'me, was expressed towards
the two eldest. By Jane this ‘atten-
tion was received with the greatest
pleasure; but Elizabeth-still saw su--
perciliousnes§™fh their treaticent of
‘every body, hardly excepting even
“her sister, and could not like them;
thoufrh their knfdness to Jane, such
as it ww,) hay a valuq.*as arising in

all
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all p%bah’rlity from the influence of
their brother’s, admiration. It was
generally edglent whenever théy met,
that he did Jini s and to ker it
was equglly” evident that Jane was
yidlding fto thé' preferent:e which she
had begun to entertain for. him fmm
the first, and was in a way to be v&‘xs
“miuch in love; but she vgnmdered with
pieasqre that it was ot likely. to' Be
discpvered by the world in general,
sitice Jan& united with great strength
of feeling, a composure of teriper
and a juniform cheerfulness of man-
net; which would guard her from the
suspicions of the impertinent. She
_mentioned this to her friend Miss
*Lucas. . st

I‘E'ﬁﬁ;/l’)erhaps ’?‘pleasant ” re-

" plied Charotte, “ to be ‘ahle to_ s
pose on the public;in such a case,
batsit is sonretines adlsady'&mafre to
be so verysgaaided. 1f a*'Wo‘ma\a
con~~aly
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conceala her aﬂfecﬂvn,wx!}kthe\i'ame
slull from the object @f it, she may
lode” the opportunity ofy%xing himg
and. it will therr dm}; joor consola-
tion to believe. thw degqually, in
the dark. There i, so much of gra-
t,it{ude or vanity in almost every at-

fhiment, that it is not safe to leave
any to. itself, - We can. all .begin
freely—a slighl preference is natupd,
enough ; but there are very few of us
who have heart enough to‘be really
in I0ve without encouragement. . In
nine casesout of ten, a womgn had
better shew more affection.thak she
feels. Bingley likes your sister un-
doubtedly ; but he may never do inore
than llke heJ;»bhe d¥us not help
him on.’ v e

& But sht does help him on, as
muc'h as her natare will allow. If 1
Lan perceive hf"rega}rd for himg he
“must .!1 slmpletml \’rt‘u.d not tu

d’mg_dver it too.”

o Rerem-
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”‘“-I'lemdo'b"e‘r‘, "Fliza, that hé'dogs
not kriow Japes disposition ds..you
tdo.”

“But if § Whian is partial'to a
mian; antl:doed ol endeavotit to con-
gead #t, He miiust find it gat.” -

“ Perhaps he must, 'if he geé¥
enough of her.  But ‘though Birighéy -
and ‘Jane meet tolerably often, it is
fever.for many hotrd togéthers and
as they always see éach other in large
wixed partics, it is impossible that
every huioment should be emploved
i conversing together. Jane should
therefore make the most of every half
hour in which she can. command his
h“ttenhon When she is secure of
him, thexaq;ﬂ' ill be 1q’isme for falling
in lové as much as she chuscs.”

*“ Your plan is a good wone,”, te-,
plied Elizabeth, . “ where nothing is.
in‘ Question bt the- deyires of heing .
well marrigd ;°and if. 1 wera ‘detey:

Nuad”
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'mmed to get, a rich hushgkd, or anv
hnsbaﬂd I dare say I ghould adopt it. .
Bait these are not Jane dYbeli
is not acting .}
.cannot even be ce&t;m of .ﬂw Adegree
of her own rggard, wor of ity reasong- -
; leness She has known him only a
Jdrtmight.  She danced.four dances
with him at\Meryton she saw him
_One mommg it his own housq, ajfd
has since dined in company with him
four times. This is not quite enough
to ‘make her understand lns"(.baﬁmx,-
ter.” .

. Not as you represent it.." Had
she merely dined with him, she might
*only have diseovered whether lie had
.a good appetites but '}qu.must re-
member that four evenllngqm'e been

. also spent‘together—and four even-

. ino:ss may do a great deal.”
“ Ye¢sy thesz four ev enmgs diuve
):nab 4 them .to ascé'r\th(n that they
hoth

[

<




(%)

both hkw-nfge-un bettei' thén“ﬁiﬁif-
merce ; bu vshth respect to any Gthér
1eadmg c teristic, I do not irhi-
gine thiat ol #85 been unfolded.”’
Wl sdttf ' Charlotte, « T  wish
Jane snecess with all my heart; and
“if ¥Neé were married to him to-mon-}fi,
I should tHink she had as good™
chance of happmess, A8 if she were
o bes studying his ‘haracter ' for a
twelvemonth. Happiness in marriage
ds entlrely a matter of chance. If the
dispositions of the parties are ever so
well Jmown to each other, or ever S0
smular before-hand, it does not -ad-
vance their felicity in the least. They
.'alwavs contmue to grow sufficiently
unlike a,(erards to'haye their share
of vexatlon and it is better to know
as little as possible of the deferts o
the person with svhém you are to pass
your life.” 7
‘ “You vnake me langh, Chatlotée
vu'
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but. it is not sound. Ym;\knov‘v‘ it is

not sound, and that yqu would never
act in this way yoursgla" .
Occupied in obSxvingg Mr. Bjng-
ley’s attentions to ht¥ sister, Elizabeth
was far from suspec.ting thas she was
?elf becoming an object of some
iskerést in the eyes of higfriend. Mr.
Darcy had -t first scarcely allowed
her te be pretty; he had looked st
her without adwiration at the Ralls
and when they next met, he lookeq
at fer only to criticise. But no
sooner had he made it clear to him-
self and his friends thate she had
hardly a good feature in her face,
than he began to find it was ren'tlered'.
uncommonly jufelligent m‘weau—
tiful expression of her dark eyes. To
this discovery succceded some otherk
«equally mortifyig. «Though he had

.dete.cte with,a critical eye more thin
ope fafblre of perfect® shynmetry in
* her

(S
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her form,’he was-forced to acknow-
ledgeher ﬁgu tobelightand pleasing;
«and in spife of, his asserting that her
maaners were nt‘;'t' those of the fashion-
able world, he was caught by their
easy playfulness. -Of this she was
perfectly unaware ;—to her he s
only the mant who made himself agree-
able ,;no where, and who had net
thought her handsome* enough to
dange with.

, He began to wish to know more of
her, and as a step towards conversing
with her himsclf, attendéd to her
convérsation with others. His doibg
=0 drow her notice. 4t was at Sir.
Rl ﬂham Lucag’s, where a large party
were assewled ! e

« What does Mr. Dar(') mean,’
‘s#tid she to Charlotte, “by hstemng
to . my conversations with Colonel
Foi‘s‘ter [ g . ! .
¢ That is'a questlon “hlcn Mr‘\

Daqjcy only cardnswer.”

~Ygi 'L P * But
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& But if he does it an -m0$e I
shall ceitainly let him know that 1
see what he is about. %has a very,
satirical eye, affd”1i 1. do not begju by
being impertinent myself, I shall soon
grow afraid of him.”,~/

.Qn his approaching them soon af-
tee’:n rards, though without. seeming to
have any intention of speaking, MISS
Lucas defied her friend to mentlon
such a subject to him, which mLme
dlatcly provoking Elizabeth to do lt,
sheturned to him aud said,

“ Did not you think, Mr. Dal'cy,
that I expressed myself uncomyuonly
well just now, when I was teazing
Colonel Forster to give us a ball at
Meryton LA N °

“ With great energy ,—bu't“’iu, is a
sibject which always makes a lady
energetic.” o,

“ You'aresevere on us.’

iy Jt will be.ier tuin goon to be

‘ " teazéd,” .
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teazed,” gaid Mies Lucas. *T am
going to P the instrument, Eliza,
eand you know ,what follows.” '
“Youarea ve'ry strange creature by
way of a friend 1—always wanting me
to play and sing*before any body and
every body '—If my vanity had taken
a musical turn, you would have been
" invalniable, but as it is, I would really
rather. not sit down before those who
must be in the habit of hearing the
very best performers.”  On Miss La-
cas’s perscvering, however, she added,
* Very.well; if it must be so, it must.”
And “‘gravely glancing at Mr. Darcy,
“.—l‘here is a fine old -saying, which
Jbvery body here is of course familiar
“ with—¢ I&g;ﬁ your breath to cool
,Your Pporridge, -—aud Ishall keep mine
"tu swell my song.” ; S
Her performance » was pleasing,
» though by no méans capital.- 'Aftar a
soag or two, and ‘before she could.re>

o 2 ply



( 52 )

ply:to the entreaties of seyeral that
she would sing again, she was eagerly
succeeded at the instrument by her
sister Mary, who having, in conse-
quence of being the ‘only plain.one in
the family, worked hard for know-
ledge and accomplishments, was al-
ways impatient for display.

Mary had weither genius nor taste;
and tltough vanity had given her ap-’
plication, it had given her likewige a
pedantic air and conceited manner,
which would have injured a ‘higher
degree of excellence than she had
reached. Elizabeth, easy and -unaf-
fected, had Dbeen listencd to with
much more pleasure, thopgh not play-*
ing half so well;' and My, at the
end of a long concerto, v&"as-éfﬁil to
«purchase * p(raise and gratitude b§
‘Scotch and Irisk airs, at the request
-of her syounger sisters, who with
gome of the Lucases and tivo or three

offi s
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officers jgined .eagerly in dancing- at
one end qf the roon. _— ‘

Mr. Darcy stood near them in si-
lent indignation at such a mode of
passing the évqn.ing, to the exclusion
of all conversation, and was too much
engrossed by his own thoughts' to
perceive tliat Sir William Lucas was
hiseneighbour, till Sir William thus
began. Rl :

* What a charming amuscement for
,yming people this is, Mr. Dargy !—
There is nothing like dancing after
all.+l consider it as oné of the first
refinements of polished societies.”
= « Certainly, Sir;—and it has the
advgntage also of being in vogue
an}ongét:afne less polished societies of
the world.—Every savage can dance.”

Sir William only smiled. <, Your
friend performs del;ghtfulll;” he cort-«
tinued after apause, owsecing Bingley.
jgin the group;—=“auagd 1 dout wot,
o D3  thal
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that you are an adept in the science
yourself, Mr. Darcy.”

“ You saw me dance at Meryton, I'
believe, Sir.” c

“ Yes, indeed, and’ received no in-
considerable pleasuretfrom the SIght.
De you often dance at St. James's:”

“ Never, Sir.” ‘

“ Do you not think it would he &
proper complimert, to the place?”

“1t is a comnpliment which I newer
pay to any place if I can avoid it |

“ You have a house in town, 1 con-
olude”

Nr. Darcy bowed. o W

“ I had once«ome thoughts of fix~
;ng i town wyself—for | am fond of
superior societypbut 1 did uot feel
quite certain that the air of Londou
wotlgd agree ‘with Lady Lucas.”
.+ He paused in kopes of an unswcrs;
but his 60 npanion was not dlsposea
to,mqke any ; svd Hlizabeth at that

fnstgit
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instant m‘wing‘:towards them, he mas
struck with thé notion of ‘doing @
very gallant thing, and called eut to
her, -

“ My dear Miks Eliza, why are not
you dancing !—Mr. Darcy, you must

allow me to present this young lady
to you as®a very desirable partner.
~—YXou cannot refuse to dauce, 1 am
sure; when so much beauty is be-
fore you.” And taking her hand, he‘
would have given it to Mr. Darcy,
who,'th(mghrextrunwly'surpriscxf,was
not unwilling to receive “it, when she
- PR
instantly drew back, and said with
"orpe discomposure to Sir William,

“dndeed, Sir, I have not the least

intention pf dancieg.—I entreat you
ot to suppose that 1 moved this way
"in order to beg for a parther.”

Mr. Darcy withegrave propriety re-,
‘qhested to be allowed thé ‘honour of
ther hand;; but in\ggin. "Eli;akgﬂ}.

» 4 "



( 56 )
was determined; nor did S'lr William
at all shake her purpose by his at-
tempt at persuasion.

“You excel so much in the dance,
Miss Eliza, that it i cruel to deny me
the happiness of "seeing you; and
though this gentleman dislikes the
amusement in general, he can have
no ohjection, I ain sure, to oblige us
for ono half hour., ‘

“ Mr. Darcy is all pohteness ’ said
‘Elizabeth, smiling.

"«“He is indeed—but consnﬂermg
the inducement, my dear Miss Eliza,
we .cannot wonder at his complai-
sance ; for who would object to suck’
a partner P

Elizabeth looked arc hl ¥, 2 and turned .
away. Iler reswtance had not injurec
her with tlte gentleman, and he was’
-_thmkmn' of her withe some compla-
cency, “h}:n thuws a.ccoﬂted by Ml%

B%h:y . m

. -
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“ 1 can guess the subject of your- e
verie.”

“ I should imagine not.”

“ You are congidering how insup-
portable it would be to pass many
evenings in .this'manner—in such so-
ciety; and indeed I am quite of yout

. opiuion. I'was never wmore aunoyed !
TFhe ensipidity and yet the noise; the
nothigness aml yet the self-import-
anc® of, all these people !--What
would I give to hear your strictyres
on them I”

“ Ybur conjecture is totally wrong,
I assare ‘you. My mind was mbre
Aateeably engaged.  1thave been me;

« ditatimg on the very great pleasure
whigch a paw of fine' eyes v the face

"Bf{ pretty woman can l;oxtcm

Mixs Bingley nmnedldtcl\ fixed her
eyes on his face, andUesire d,he would
tell her what Jady had "the uedvt of
nw‘?mn" sueh reflecticns. Mr. .D!‘r-
ey veplied with great mtrep\dlty, '

' Db « Miss
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“ Miss Elizabeth Bennet.”

« Miss Elizabeth Bennet!” repcat-
ed Miss Bingley. “ I am al] astonish-
ment. How long has she been such
-a favourite P—and pnay when am 1 to
wish you joy?”

“That is exactly the questmn which
l eapected you to ask. A lady's
imagination is very rapid; it jaups
from adwiration t6 love, {rom love to
wmatrimony in a mement. . I Khew
you, would be wishiug e joy .:’

“ Nay, if'you are so serious about
it, I shall consider the matter ak abso-
lugely settied. You will havé a charm-
dng mother-m-law, indecd, anl of
course she will be always at Pember-
ley with ypuw.”

He listengd to her with perfect 1u-
diffarence, while she chose to enter-
'tauL hcrss\lt in ths manner, and as his

composure couvinced her that all was
qﬂephu' wit flswed long.- -
CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIL

Mgr. BenNET's property consisted
alinost entitely in an estate of two
thousand a year; which, unfortunate-
ly.for bis daughters, was entailed in
défault of heirs male, on a distant rey
latlon ; and their other’s fogtuné,
though atnple for her situation in life
coyltl but ill supply the'deficiency of
“his.* Her father had been an attdrney
T Meryton, and had left her four
thowsand pounds,

She had a sister married to a Mr.

"lghxlllps, who had begn a clerk to
their father, and succeeded him in the
bubmesa, and a br(’ther setiled in Loh*
‘donina respectable e oftrade. *©

4 The village of Lon"boum was‘t’ml"
' D G 033
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‘one mile from Meryton; a most con-
ventent distance for the your,zg ladies,

who were usually tempted thither
three or four times a .week, to pey
their duty to their aunt and to a mil-
liner’s shop just over the way. The
two youngest of the family, Cathe-
rine and Lydia, were particularly
frequent in thesé attentions; their
minds were more vacant than their
isters’, aud when nothing bhetter of-
ired, a walk to Meryton was neces-
ary 10 amuse their morning hours
and furnish conversation for the even-
ing 5. and however bare of news: the
country in general might be, they jai-
ways contrived to learn some from
their aunt. At prefent, indeed, they
were well supplied both with news.
agd ha‘ppm('« by the recent arrival of
@emilitia regiment «in the neighbour-.
hood it waslo rem'un the whole
_\ym&r .).ﬁd Meryton was the heal.
artef- ) s .
Theic
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Their vigits to Mrs. Philips were.
now prodyctive of the most interest-
ing mte]llfrence. Every day added
something to their knowledge of the
officers’ names and connections, Their
lodgings were not long a sceret, and
at length they began to know the ofli-
cers themselves.  Mr. Philips visited
theig all, and this epcued 1o his nieces
“a sougce of felicity unknown before,
They conid talk of nothing but offi-
cers; aid Mr. Bingley's large for-
tune, fl:e mention of which gave %ni-
mation to their inother, was worthless
in their eyes when opposed to the re-
egmeutals of an ensigy.

At.bel‘ listening one morning to thelf
cllusions on this a,'ubJect Mr. Bennet

sindOlly observed,

“ From all that I cafh <ollects by
your mauner of.tal]wn you mnust bg
two of the silliest girls ju thie 'country
| bavo suapéc ted it some #ise, ut
1 <w now convinced.”

. R Catherine
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* Catherine was disconcerted, and
made 1o answer; but Liydia, with
perfect indiflerence, continued to ex-
press her admiration of Captain Gar-
ter, and her hope of geeing him in the
course of the day, as he was going the
next morning to London.

“ 1" am astonished, my'dear,” said
Mrs. Bennet, '« that you should be so
ready 4o think your own children sil-

"ly. If I wished to think slightifigly
jof any body’s chiddren, it should nof
be of my own however.”

“ If my ehildren are silly I+ must

_hope to be always sensible of it.”

“ Yes—Dbut as it happens, they
are all of them very clever.” , .

“This is the only point, 1 flatter
myself, on which we do not agree. "1
had hoped'that our sentiments coin-

) cided in eyery pacticalar, but I must
<So'far dl‘ﬂ'er from you ds to think-our
two;oﬁngest daughters uncommbnly

@ohsll ? _ 4
“ Me:
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“ My dgar Mr. Beunet, you must
not expedt such girls to have the
gense of their, father and mother.—
When they get to our age I dare say
they will not. tiuuk about oflicers any
more than, we*do. 1 remember the
time when I liked o rcd-coat myself
very well—"and indeed so 1 do still at
mydeart; and if a suart young co-
Jonely with tive or six thousand a y(:ar,
sh8uld want one of my girls, 1 shall*
not say nay to him; and 1 thonghy
Colonel Forster looked ve rv hecom-
ing the other night at SirWilliaw’s in
his regimentals.” .
=~ Mama,” cried Lydia, “my au
says that Colonel Forster and Cap-
tain Cartgr do not go o often to
‘Miss Watson’s as they did when
they first camne; she sees them “nqw
‘very ofien standing in (qufkes libra-,

LI

ry [}
/Mrs. DBennet was prevented jeply.'
'ing by the entrance of the ﬂ)otmg.;l

w1tb_
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. With a note for Miss Bennet; it came
fiom Netherfield, and tlfe servant
waited for an answer. , Mrs. Bennet’s
eyes sparkled with pleasure, and she
was eagerly calling out, while her
daughter read, -

“ Well, Jane, who is it from? what
is it about? what does he'say? well,
Jane, make haste and tell us; make
haste, my love.” .

“It is from Miss Bingley,” aid

ane, and then read italoud. - = .
“ My dear Friend,

“ Ir you are not so compassionate

a8 to dine to-day with Louisa® and
v e, we shall be. in dauger of hatiny

“each other for the rest of our lives,
for a whole day’s téte-a-téte between
two woinen can never end without &
.quaﬂ'el Cbme as soon as you can
on the Teceipt of ¢dhiss My brother
,and" the ientlemen are_to dine with
the efficers. Yours ever, . - -

AROLINE BIvGLEY.”
o “ With~-
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“ With the officers!” cried Lydia.
1 | wonde‘ my aunt did not tell us of
that.” i .
“sDining out,” said Mrs. Bennet,
* that is very nnjdcky.”

“ Can | havee the. carriage,” said
Jane. '

“ No, my* dear, you had better go
on hqrseback, because it seems likely
to rain; and then you ‘must stay all
nigiw.”

“ That"would be a good scheme,”
said Plizabeth, “ if you were sure
that they would not offer to send her
home.” .

» %a0h! but the gentlemen will havd
Mr. Bingley’s chaise to go to Mery=
ton; and the Hurdts have no horses
to theirs.”

* «J had .much rather go m the
coach.”

"'(But, oy dear, yourdathej canifot
spafe the "horses, 1 am surd »They
- are
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are wanted in the, fanm, Mr. Bennet,
are not they »” e

-« They are wanted in the farm
much oftener than I can get thew.”

“But if you havé got thew to day,”
taid Elizabeth, 1wy mother’s pur-
dose will be answered.”

She did at last extort from her fa.
ther an acknowledgment thaj ‘the
Horses were engaged, Jane was there-
fore obliged to go on horsebackyand
her mother attended her to the door
with many cheerful prognostics of &
bad day. «Her hopes were ausavereds;
Jape had not been gone long ‘before
it rained hard, * Her sisters werpean .
“tasy for her, but her mother was de-
lighted. The ruin continued the
whole evening without intermission:;
Jane certainly could not come back.
. This‘ was a:lucky idea of mine,
itleed N said Mrs. Bennet, more.than
onee, «ab if the credit of makin} it

« : , rain
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rain were all her own. Till the next
morning, 'h’wever, she was not aware
of all the felicity of her contrivanee:
Breakfast was .scarcely over when a
servant from Neglerfield brought the
following note for Elizabeth: -

“ My dearest Lizzy,
~ ¥ 1 Finp myself very unwell this
morning, which, I suppose, is to be
impated to my getting wet through
ypsterdaf My kind friends will not
hear of my returning home till 1%m
betters They iusist also on my see-
ing ‘Mr. Jones—therefore do not,be
wlamgied if you shov}d hear of hi¥
"having been to me—and excepting a
sore-throat and hedd-ache thereis not

much the matter with me.

. YOurs. &

T “’ell Iny dc -ar,”, saied Mr Bemlt,
when Llwabcth had read the x'nte
n!oud “if your (ldll"‘hter should hd\g

o adan-'
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a dangerous fit of illness, if she should
die, it would be a comf(‘;t to know *
that it was all in pursuit of Mr. Bing-
ley, and under your orders.” .

“ Oh! I am not'at all afraid of her
dving. People do mot die of little
trifling colds. She will be taken good
care of. As long as she stays there,
it is all very well. T would gp an(;
see her, if T could have the car
riage.”

- Elizabeth, feeling really anxioys,.
wds determined to go to her,’ though
the carriage was not to be had; and
as, she was no horse-woman, walking
¢was her ouly, alternative. Shegre=le.
‘clared her resolution. - N

“ How can you be so silly,” cried
her mother, “as to think of such a
dhfng, in Il this=dst!  You will not
be fit'to he seen Whensyou get there.”.

¢ 1 shall ke very fit to sec Jate—
which-i$ all 1 want.”

“ iy
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« Is this a hiot*to me, Lizzy,” Agl&
‘her father, gto send for the horses?”

¢ No, indeed. I do not wish tp
avoi(], the walk. * The distance is no-
thing, when one has a motive; only
three miles. 1 .shall be back by
dinner.” '

“ I admire the activity of your- be-
nevolence, obscrved Mary, “ but
“every lmpulsc of feeling should be
guided by reason; and, in ‘my opi-
nion, exertion should always be in
proportion to what is required.” >

“ We will go as far as Meryton with
you,” said Catherine and Lydia.—
Elizabeth accepted their company,
and the three young ladies set off to-
gether.”

« If we make haste, said Lydia,
as they walked along, “ perhaps v-e
may sce bOlIlPﬂlll"" of Captain £drte,
before he goes.’

In Merylon ‘tiey parted the two

youngest
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vaupgest repaired to the lodgings of
one of the officers’ wivesj} and Eliza-

'beth continued her walk alone, Crofs-
mg field after field 4t a quick pace,
Jumping over stileseand springing over
puddles with impatient activity, and
finding herself at last within view of
the house, with weary ancles, dirty
stockings, and .a face ;,lomng with’
the warmth of exercise. d
She was shewn into the bréa.lgfést—
parlour, where all but Jaue were as-
sembled, and where her appzarance
created a great deal of surprise.—
That she should have walked three
saniles 80 early .in the day, in guch
Bdirty weather, and by herself, was
almost incredible .to Mrs. Hurét and
Miss Bingley; and Elizabeth was
cqpvinced, that they held her in cone
mpt for it. She was received, how-
etrer, very politely by them; and in
* théfe brother’s ianndrs -there was
) ' som«-
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something bettar than paliteness; ﬁ\ere.
Jwas good Rumnour and kindpess. Y-
M. Darcyt said. very. little, and Mr.’
Hurst nothing at:all, The former was
divided between admiration of the
brilliancy which ‘exercise had given
to her complexion, and doubt as to
the occasion’s justifying her coming
so far alone 'The latter was thinking
only of his brealfast. - ,
Hey énquiries after her sister were
not very. fawourably auswered. Miss
Behnet bad sle ot ill, and though wp,
was very feverish aud not well mouot
to leave hu' room. Elizaheth wa
lad lo be taken to her imnediately
amd Jane, who had ouly been with-
held bY the fear of, giving alarm or
inconvenience, from éxpressing in her
nete how much she longed for such
a visit, was delighted at her e?,mc
Shs was not equal, however 0 muc
comversaiion, aik when Miss Bi )
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.left),them together, could attempt lit-
tle beside expressions of gtatltude for
the extraordinary kindnéss she was
treated with. Elizabeth silently at-
tended her. c
When breakfast was. over, they
were joined by the sisters ; and Eli-
zabeth began to like them herself,
when she saw.how much affection
and solicitude they shewed for Jane.
The apothecary came, and having ex-
amined his patient, said, as* might be
supposed, that she had caugkt a vio-
lent cold, and that they must endea-
vour to get the better of it; advised
afier to return o bed, and pronusc'(l
»her some dranghts. The advice was
followed readily,. for the feverish
symptoms increa'sed, and her head
“i‘dned acutely.  Llizabeth did nos
( tit & n@r TOom fon a moment, nor were
“the other ladles often absent ; the
geptiemen bemg out,* they. had in.
* fact pothing to do elsewhere. .
' When
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When the clotk struck three;?ia
zabeth fel(' that she must go; dnd
‘Yery unwillingly said so. Miss Bing-
ley offered her, the carriage, and she
only wanted a little pressing to ac-
cept it, when Jane testified such con-
cern in parting with her, that Miss
Bingley was obliged to convert the
“offer of the chaise into an invitation
to lemam at Netherfield' for the pré-
sent., Elizabeth most thankfully con-
sented, artd a servant was dispatched
to’ Longbourn to acquaint the fal
with her stay, and bring back a sup-
ply of clothes.

. VoL 1 E CHAP-
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CHAPTER - V1II.

At five o'clock the two ladies re-
tired to dress, and at half past six
Elizabeth was ~summoneil to dinner.
To the civil enquiries which. then
pourcd in, and amongst which she
had the pleasure of distinguishing the
much superior rolicitude of Mr. Bing-
liy’s, she could not make a ‘very fa-
yurable fuswer.  Jane was by no
n,,n‘an better. The sisters, on hear-
y ing this, repeated three or four {ics
how much they were grieved, how
shocking it was 1o have a bad cold,
11(1 how excessively they disliked
-m thcmbdvos‘. ; and then thought
on -oi the watter: and their in-
rence towards Jane when not fn-

. mo_hatelv before them, restored Lli-
zabeth
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zabeth to the enjoyment of ziﬂ-,ﬁe'r,
_original di%like. ' .

* “Their lixfothe}', indeed, was the only
onerof the party whom she could re-
gard with any complacency. His
anxiety for Jané was cvident, and his
attentions to herself most pleasing,
and they prevented her feeling her-
self s0 much an intruder as she be-
lieved. she was considered by the
othérs. She bhad very little notice
from any but him.  3Miss Bingley was
engrossed by Mr. Daicy, her sisgr
scarcdy less so; and as for Mr. Huif
by whone Elizabeth sat, hie was aney- .
«folent man, who lived ouly to eat}"
'driuk. and play at cards, who when
he found hey prefer a plain dish to a
iagn'ut, had noihing to say (o her. &
When dinmer was over, she e-
turned direetly* to Jaue, ari:(‘i’ Mlijs‘
Bingley hciguu.a'l)us 1z lter as.sog‘l}’as
ghe was ‘out.of the room.  Her'an-.
r 2 “ucrse.
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neiy were pronouneed to be very bad
jndeed, a mixture of prit‘,g and im
pertinence; she had o couversation,
uo stile, no taste, no ‘beauty. Mrs.
Hurst thought the same, and added,

« She has nothing, in short, to re-
commend her, but being an excellent
walker. 1 shall never forget her ap-
pearance this morning. She really
looked almnost wild.” .

“ She did indeed, Louisa. I could
Jardly keep my countenance. Very
ndnsensical to come at alll Why
l?ﬂst she Ve scampering about the
Auntry, because her sister had a

"cold?  Her <hair so untidy, 56
blowsy !” ,

“ Yes, aud her petticoat; I hope
Sgou saw her, petticoat, six Liches deep
*ir. gd, 1 am absolutely certain; and

1€ gu(kh which l‘lzad'been let down'to

" hMe it, not doing its.'(-ﬁicq."
« Your picture may be very exact,
’ Louisa,”

L]
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Louixa,” said Bingley ; « bat tlv{v?'
all lost wpon me. I thought Misgs*

Hlizabetl! ‘Bennet looked remarkably
well, when shé' came into the room
this moring: _ Mer dirty petticoat
quite escaped my notice.”

You observed it, Mr. Darcy, I
am sure,” said Miss Bingley; « and
1 am inclined to think that you would
not :v'ish to see your sister make suth
an gxhibition.”

“ Certainly not.”

“ "o walk three miles, or
miles, or five miles, or whatever itis,
above. her ancles in dirt, and alg)

<quite alone! what could she mean by

*it? It seems to me to shew an abo-
minable sort of canceited independ-
ence, a most country town i(uliﬂ'er-

eence to decorum.” *’

“ It shews an affgction fonvlfer S s'
ters that is very pleasing,” sdid Bisg-
ey, . 77 iy

[ )
. [ ] v
EJ ‘] am

-
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% am afraid, _Mr Darcy,” oh-
servbd Miss Bingley, in a half whisper,
“ that this uhenture has ‘father af.
fected vour aduuratm:g of her Lme
eves.” C L

“ Not at all,” he replied; * they
were brightened by the exercive.”"—
A short puuse followed this speech,
and Mrs. Hurst began again.

* 1 have an excessive regardn for
Jane Bennet, she is really a very
sweet girl, and I wish with' all my
Kort she were well settled.s But
with such a father and mother, and
h low connections, I am afraid
‘there i no chanee of it.” ',

“ 1 think I have heard you say,
that their uncle is an attornéy in
%e;rytop )

Yes; ‘'ahd they have another,
'w o lives someyhere near Cheap-
si( n o/ o

Xhdy is capital,” added her sisr
ter, and they both laughed heartily.

. «“ If
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* 1f they had uncles enough (c: All
wll Cheapside,” cried Biugley,w“ it
would not make them one jot less
agreeable.” 7 |

« But it mdet very materially lessen
their chance 0(".marrying men of any
consideration in the world,” replied
Darcy. . .

To this specch Bingley made no
anstwer 3 but his sisters gave it their
heagly assent, and indulged their
mirth for some time at the expense
of their dear friend’s vulgar relatiops¢

With a renewal of, tendern}ss,
however; they repaired to her ropm
on leaving the dining-parlour, and
sat with her till summoped to cof-
fee. * She was still very paprly, and
Elizabeth Would not quit hey at all,
till late in the evenindy,' w egm%
had the cowmfort ofysceing he'z’as.‘l&h,
ard when it appéareds to her rather
right than [ﬂe’aszm§ that slLe ﬂfould

E4 » Q
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éouibwp stairs ﬁél:,éelf. On entering
* the drawing-room she * found the
whole party at log, and fas immre-
diately invited to ,j'df:.".l them; but
suspecting them to l?e) playing high
she declined it, and making her sis-
ter the excuse, said she would amuse
herself for the short time she could
stay below with a book. Mr. Hurst
lobked at her with astonishmenjll )

“ Do you prefer reading to cards?”
said he; “ that is rather sihgular.”
\:« Miss Eliza Bennet,” sai¢ Miss
Biyigley, “ despises cards. She is a
gn’at reader and has no pleasare in

any thing else.”

“1 deserye neither such praise nor
such ce ..{are,” cried Elizabeth; « 1
m noff a great reader, and I have

pleagere in' tiany things.”
« {¢ I nursing your sister I am sure
you_ have pleasure,” ‘said Bingley;
“« anit ¥ hope it will' sobn be in.

creased by seeing her quite well.”
Eliza-
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Elizabeth thanked him from(hb{
heart, and then walked towara's' a,
table where a few hooks were lymg'
He 1mmed1atelv, oﬂ‘ered to fetch hel
others; all th hls hbrary affor ded

“ And I wish my collection were
larger for your ‘benefit and my own
credit; but I am an idle fellow, and
though I have not many, I have
more than I ever look ‘into.” .

Elizabeth assured him that she
could suit hersclf perfectly with those
in the roon..

« ] amn astonished,” said Miss ITI -
ley, “‘that my father should have let
so smalt a collection of bookst-+-

“What a delightful libar you have
» at Pemberley, Mr. Darc

“ It ought to be good 7 heXephed
“ it has been the work of many genc#
mtlons e

“«“ And then’ you have added %0
much to it )ourse]f v(.)u are_always

,bpymo' books.” ' .

1
ES T cans
[ ]
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“‘\} cannot comprehend the neglect
& family hhra:ry in ‘such days as
these

“ Neglect! I am gure you neglect
nothing that can add ¥ the beauties
of that noble place harles, when
you build your house; 1 wish it may
be half as dohghtful as Pemberley

« I wish it may

. But 1 would really advise you to
make your purchase in that aeigh-
bourhcod, and take Peml?erlc)’ for
2 kmd of model. There is not.a

er (ouuty in England than l)erb}-
shire.” *

« With all my heart I*will buy
Pemberley ivseif if Darcy will sell
it.” . .

« 14w talking of possibilities,
\’?harl% ;
) "J,pon my word, Caroline, I should
‘t(nk it;more po%snble to get Pembe.-
JeNbv purchase than hy imitation.”

Lhzabc!n_
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Llu:abeth was semuch -caught 15y
what passed, as.to leave her wery-lit.,
tle attention for her book ; and soon
Taying it Wholly,aside, she drew near
the *card-tabi, and stationed herself
between Mr. Bingley and his eldest
sister, to observé the game.

“ s Miss Darcy much grown since
the spring ?” said Miss Bingley; « will
she be as tall as ITam?”. .

<% P think she will. She is now
about Miss Elizabeth Bennet's height,
or rather taller.” Y 4

«“ How I long to see her agaf!
1 nevdr et with anybody who de-
hghted e so much. Such a coun-
* tenance, such manners l—and so ex-
tremely accomplished fors her age!
Her performance o the piandyforte is
o ¥

“ It is amazing to, me,” said biing®
14y, « how young laties can have pa-
ticnce to he ap very accomphalw(., as
t'hey all arc:’

EG, “ AW
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ﬁt“'*An young ‘ladies accomplished !
My dearCharles; what do you mean?”
" “Yes, all of them, I think. They
all paint tables, coves gkretns and net
purses. I scarcely k\p’ow any "eue
who cannot do all (ﬁliﬂ, and I am
sure I never heard a young lady
spoken of for the first time, without
being informed that she was very ac-
complished.” ..
“ Your list of the common ‘extent
of accomplishments,” said Darey,
$“ bps too much truth. The word 4s
af:'plied to many a woman who de-
serves it no otherwise than by net-
ting a purse, or covering 4 skreen.
But I am ver ffar from agrecing with
you in vuur estination of lad.es in
general. T cannot boast of knowing
qurtla {harr half a dozen, in the whole
_rfnge of my acquaintance, that are
really accomvlished.” _
@ N~r I, T am suve,”.said Miss
'Bingley. ‘ '
N oo “ Then,”
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“ Then,” obserwedElizabeth, “ you
must comprehend a great deal in your .
idea of an accomplished woman.”

“ Yes;LL do*comprehend a great
deal in it” ®

“ Oh! certarthly,” cried his faithful
assistant, “no one can be really es-
teemed accomnplished, who does not
greatly surpass what is usually met
witle A woman must have a tho-
rough‘ knowledge of music, singing,
drawing,, dancing, and the wodern
languages, to deserve the word ; an;V
besides all this, she must possesJ a
certaih something in her air and man-
ver of whlking, the tone of her voice,
her address and exprcssions, or the
word will be but h'alf deserved.”

« All this she must possess;”’ added
Darcy, “ and to all this. she mu-&
yet add something more substautial,
ip the improvement’ of her mind by -
extensive reading.” I

: ) ““f am
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“ 1 am no longersurprised at your
Xknowing only six ‘accomplished wo-
rhen. 1 rather wonder now at your
knowing any.” "~ K

“ Are you so0 severe dgbon your own
sex, as to doubt the lﬁ)ssubilﬂ y of all
this ?”

« I never saw such a woman. T
never saw such _capacity, and taste,
and application, aud elegance, ac you
describe, united.” .

Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley both
werigd out against the injustice of her
ilizplied doubt, and were both protest-
ing that they knew many women who
angwered this description, when Mr.
Hurst called,tacm to order, with bit-
ter complaimts of their inattention to
what was going forward. - As all con-
“grsatjon was thereby at an end,
Lhizabeth soon afterwards left the
‘rooni. g

“ Kliza Bennet,” sai¢ Migs Bingley,

when
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when the door was-clesed on her, *is
one of those young -ladies who see
to recommend themselves to the othet
tex, by nrklervalumg their own ; and
witlt many men, I dare say, it suc-
ceeds. But, #¥ my opinion, it i~ a
paltry device, a‘very mean art.”

“ Undoubtedly,” replied Darcy, to
whom this ‘remark was chiefly ad-
dressed, “ there is meanness in all
the Arts which Iadies sometimes con-
descend to cmploy for captivation.
V\ahatever bears aflinity to cunning
is despicable.”

Miss Bingley was not ‘so entirely
satisficd with this reply as to contittue

o7

Sthe subject. .

Eligabeth joined them cgain only

. *
to say that hor sister was worse, and
that she could not lcave hes. Bingle: #

-
urged Mr. Joues's being sent for imns

medmtd y;whilé lmhl.ster\ convinced*
that no countoy. advice’ could_lw of
anye
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any service, recommended an express
1o town for one of' the most eminent
physicians. This, she would not hear
of; but she was not so unmllmg to
comply with their ‘brather’s propo-
sal; and it was se{ded that Mr.
Jones should be sent for early in the
morning, if Miss Bennet were not
decidedly better. Bingley was quite
uncomfortable ; his sisters declared
that they were miserable. They so~
laced their wretchedness, however,
by duets after supper, while he could
find no better relief to his feelings
than by giving his housekeeper di-
reetions that every possible. attention
might be paid to the sick lady and
her sister,

CHAP-
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CifAPTER IX.
W *

Erizaseru p;xs':sed the chief of the
night in her sister's room, and in the
morning had the pleasure of heing
able to send a tolerable answer to the
enquiries which she very early re-
ceived from Mr. Bingley by a house-
ma.id, and ‘some time afterwards from
the two ®legant ladies who waited oh
his sisters. In spite of this amend-
ment, howgver, she requested to have
a note sent to Longhourn, desiring her
jnothel; to visit Jane, and form her
own judgment of het situation. The
note was lmmedlately dlspatched
nd its contents as quickly complied
with. Mrs. Benuet, pt‘compamed by
het two youngest girls, reached Ne-
therfield sodn, after the family break-
‘1ast. .

*« Had
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* Had she found Jane in any appa-

Y¥ent danger, Mrs. Bennet would have

been very miserable; but being satis-
fied on seeing her that het illnesy was
not alarmiug, she hageno wish of her
recovering immediately, as her resto-
ration to health would probably re-
move her from Netherfield. She
would mnot.listen therefore to her
daughter’s proposal of being.c'a\rried
howme; neither did the apothecary,
who arrived about the game time,
think it at all advisable. After sit-
ting a little while with Jane, on Miss
Bingley’s appcarance and invitation,
the mother and three daughters all at-
tended her into the breakfast parlour.
Bingley met them with hop.es that
Mrs. Bennet had not found Miss Ben-
net worse than she expected. ‘
¢ Indeed I ltaye, Sir,” was her an-
swer.” “ Ske is a great deal toosik to
be Adbved.  Mr. Jones 82y we nust
) 0o
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not think of moving her. We must
* trespass a little longer on your kind-~
ness.” . .

“ Removed!” cried Bingley. “1t
must not be thought of. My sister,
1 am sure, will not hear of her remo-
val.” '

“You may depend upon it, Ma-
dam,” sald Miss Bingley, avith cold
c1v111tv, “ that Miss Bennet shall re<
ceivee every possible attention while
she remaids with us.”

Mrs. ‘Bennet was profuse in hér
acknowledgments. .

“ I am gure,” she added, “if it was
uot for such good friends I do not
know \lvhat would become of her, for
she is very ill indeel, and suffers a
vast deal, though with' the greatest

—paticnce in the world, which is al-
ways the way with ljst, for she has,
~ Withaut (,xceptlon the sWwectest tem-
per I ever met with. 1 often teflypy
other

. 3
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other girls they are nothing to ler.
"You have a sweet room here, Mr.
Bingley, and .a charming prospect
over that gravel walk. I do not know
a place in the cotntry that is equal
to Netherfield. Yau will not think
of quitting it in a hurry 1 hope,
though you have but a short lease.”

“ Whatever 1-do is done ina harry,”
feplied he; “ and therefore if 1 should
resolve to quit Netherfield, I sliould
probably be off in five mifiutes. At
Present, however, I consider myself
as quite fixed here.” ,

.“ That is exactly what I.should
have supposed- of you,” said Eliza-
beth. )

“ You begin to comprehend me,
do you?” cried he, turning towards
her.

“ Oh! yes—7 understand you per-
fectly.” 4

ST wish I might take shis for. a

compliment ;
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compliment ; but to be so easily seé,n‘g_
through I am afraid is pitiful.”
* “That is as it happens. It does
not nccessarily follow that a deep, in-
tricate character is more or less esti-
mable than such «a one as yours.”

“ Lizzy,” cried her mother, ¢ re-
‘member where you are, and do not
run op in the wild manner that you
are guffered to do at howe.”

“ Pdid not know before,” continued
Bipgley ilﬁmcdiutely, “that you were
a studi€r of character. It must be an
amusing study.”

“ Yes; but intricate characters are
_'tlie most amusing. They have at least
that aglvantage.”

« The couptry,” said Darcy, “ can
in general supply but few subjects for -
“tuch a study. In a country neigh-.
bourhood you meve;d a very confined
and ‘unvarying society.” R

+ But *people themselves altes-so .

niuch, -,

J
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much, that there is something new to
be observed in them for ever.”

% Yes, indeed,” cried Mrs. Benincti,
offended by his manner of mention-
ing a country néighbourhood. “1
assure you there is “quite as much of
that going on in the country as in
town.” *

Every body was surprised; and
Darcy, after looking at her for 3 mo-
ment, turned silently aw ay. Mors.
Benuet, who fancied she had gained
aoomplete victory over him, conti-
nued her triumph.

« “] cannot sec that London has any
great advantage over the country for
my part, except the shops and, public
places. The countryis a vast deal
pleasanter, is not it, Mr. Bingley?”

°“ When I am in the country,” he
replied, “ I névar Wish to leave it
and_when I'am in tawn it is pretty -
muth the sawe. They Have each

their
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theii advantages, and 1 can be equallg.
happy in either.”
o “ Aye—that iy because you have
the right disposition. But that gen-
tleman,” looking at Darcy, “seemed to
think the country was nothing at all.”
“ Indeed, Mama, you are 1nis-
‘taken,” said * Elizabeth, l)lushing" for
her mother. “ You' quife mistook
Mr. Darcy. lc ouly meant that
theré'were not such a variety of people
to pe met with in the country as in ‘
town, which you must ac knowlcdge
to be true.” g
« Ceftainly, my dear, nobody said
there were; but as to.not meeting
Jwith many people in this neighbour-
heod, I belicve there are few neigh-
bourheods larger. I know we dine
*Xvith four and twenty families.”
Nothing but concr#n for Elizabeth
cotld enable Bingley to keep his
countenance. His sister was less-de-
' licate,

.
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licate, and directed her eye towards
‘Mr. Darcy with a very expressive
smile. Elizabeth, for the sake of say-
ing something that might turn her
mother’s thoughts, now asked her if
Charlotte Lucas had been at Long-
bourn since ker coming away.

“Yes, she called yesterday with
her father. .- What an agreeable man
Sir William is, Mr. B1n<rley—ls not
he? so much the man of fashiou! so
genteel and 5o easy ! —He has always
something to say to every body.—
That is my idea of good breeding;
and those persons who fancy them-
selves very important and never oper
their mouths, quite mistake the mat-
ter.” . ‘ !

“ Did Charlotte dine with you ?”

“ No, she would go home. I fancy
she was wanteaboat the mince pies.
For iy part, Mr. Bipgley, 1 always
kgep servants that can. do their own

work;
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work ; my daughters “are bidught up
differently. But every body is td’
Judge for themselves, andthe Lucasés
are Yery good sorg of girls, I assure
you. It is a pity they are not hand-
some! Not that I think Charlotte
so very plain—but then she is.our
particulak friend.” .

¢« She seems a'very pledsant young
womaw;” said Bingley.

« Gh! dear, yecs;—bnt vou must
owl she is very plain.  Lady Lucag
herself has often said g0, and envied
me Jarte’s heauty. I do not like to
boast of mry own child, but to be suré,
Jane—one does not often see any
body better looking. It is what every
bodysays. Ido nottiust my own par-
tiality. When she was only fifteen, there

-

was a gentleman at my brother Gar-
diner’s in town, s0 mdch in love with
Jer, that my,sistersm-law was suve he
wolld make her an offer before We
. VOL. I. F. . camg
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mm’e"av&y ‘But‘however he did not.
"Perhdps he thought her too young.
However, he 'wrote some’ verses on
her, and very pretty they were.”

“ And so ended his affection,” said
Elizabeth impatiently. . “There has
been many a one, I fancy, overcome in
the same way. I wonder Who first
discovered "the cfficacy of poetry in
driving away love!” : '

« I have been used to conside¥ po-
etry as the food of love,” said Dascy.

« Of a fine, stout, healthif love it
may. Lvery thiiig nourishes ‘what is
strong already. Bat if it be only a
slight, thin sort of inclination, I am
conviuced that one good sonret will
starve it entirely away.”

. Darcy cnly smiled; and the gene-
ral pause which ensued made Eliza-
beth tremble 185t her mother should
be ¢vposing herset{ayain, Shelonged

t3‘speak, but tould think of nothing
" to
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to say ; and after a short silence Mrs.~
Bennet began repeating her thanks to
M. Bingley for his kindness to Jane,
with an apology for troubling hin
also with Lizzy., Mr. Bingley was
unaffectedly civil in his answer, and
forced his younger sister to be civil
also, and say’what the occasion re-
quired., She performed hicr part in-»

«deed withomt much graciousness, hut
Mrs.B::nn(-t. was <atisficed, wnd xoon aft
terwgrds ordercd her earriage. Upon.,
this sigual, the vonnaest of her dangh-
ters putcherseli forward. The two
girls had been whispering to cach’
other during the whole visit, and the
regult of it was, thai the youngest
should tax Mr, Bingléy with having
prmmsed on his first coming ){)to the,
“country to give a ball at, Netherfield.
Lydia was a a stout, vff'ell-grrmvn- girl
cof ﬁfyﬁ'u, with a tmt;’cmnpleuon ead
ml}lumoul-ed counterfance; a f3-
r2 . mu.rite,
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.vourite with her amother, whose affee-
* tion had brought her into public at
an early age. She had high auimal
spirits, and a sort of natural self-con-
sequence, which the attentions of the
officers, to whom-her uncle’s good
dinners and her own easy manners
reconmended her, had ‘increased into
.assurance.” She wasvery equa] there-
fore to- address Mr. Bingley on the
subject of the ball, and abruptl'y re-
minded him of his promise; adJing,
that it wpuld be the most shameful
‘thing in the world if he did not keep
it. . His answer to this sugden attack
was delightful to their mother’s ear.
“I am perfectly ready, I assure
you, to keep my engagement; and
when your sister is recovered, you
shall if 'you please name the very day
of the ball. Eait you would not wish
to be dancing whjle,sheis ill.” .
e Lydla declared herself satistiea.
“Oh!

P
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“ Oh! yes—it would be much bettetg
to wait till Jane was well, and by that
tiine most likely Captain Catter would
be af Meryton again. ‘And when
you have given yaur ball,” she added,
“T shall insist 6n their giving one
also. I shall tell Colonel Forster it
will be quite a shane if he does not.”

Mre® Bennet and her dainghter then,
departetl, and Elizabeth returned in-
stantly to Jane, leaving her own and
her lehtlons behaviour to the re;
marks of the two ladics and Mr. Dar-
cy; thelatter of whom, howéver, could
not be prev(uled on tojoin in their cen-
sure of her, in spite of all Miss Bing-
ley’s witticisims on_fine eyes.

¢ 3 CHAF



CHAPTER X.

Tae day passed much as the day
before had done. Mrs. Hurst and
Miss Bingley had spent some hours
of the morning with the invalid, who
commued though slowly, to mend,
and in the evening Elizabeth jojned
their party in the dmwuw—room Yhe
loo table, however, did not' appear.
Mr. Daréy was writing, and Miss
Bingley, seated near him, vas watch-
ing the progress of his letter, and re-
peatedly calling off his attention by,
messages to his* sister., Mr. Ifurst
and M.. Bingley were at piquet, and
Mis. llux{it was observing their game.

Tlizabeth tobk up some needle-
work, and was sufficiently amusad iu

attcadmg to what passed’ between
Darcy
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Darcy and his companion. The pér-
petual commendations of the 1ady,
gither on his hand-writing, or on the
evenncess of Lis lides, or on the length
of his letter, with*the perfect uncon-
cern with which; her praises were re-
ceived, forined a curious dialogue,
and was exactly in unisop..with her
opinion of each. 4

“ How delighted Mlss Darcy will
be to receive such a letter !”

=,—le mate no answer.

“ Yeu write uncommonly fast.” *

“ You arc miistaken. J write.za-
ther slowly.” ‘ .
~ “How many letters you must have
occasion to write in the course of the
yearf Letters of bmsiness too! How
odious T should think them !”

“Itis fortunate, then, M{t they-fall
to my lot instead of 40y
‘2 Pray tell '30)" sister that Ihg

sce her?”

b

r4 “ I. havey
- - .-
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*“ 1 have dlready told her so once,
Dy your: desire.”

“ { atn afraid you do not like your
pen. Let me mend it for you. * I
mend pensremarkably well.”

“ Thank you-—-but°l 4lways mend
my owun.’

“ How_can you contrive to write so
even?” '

“He was silent.

“ Tell your sister I amn dehghte:l to
hear of her improvemwent on<ihe ha‘ )
and pray let her know that I am
quite in raptures with her beautlful
little design for a table, andIthlnk
it mﬁmte]y supenor to Miss Grant-
ley’s.”

“ Will you give.me leave to defer
your raptures till 1 write again ?—At
pregent I ave not room to do them
Justlce AR .
© «*Dh! it is of nQ consequence.i 1
shall see her in Januarv But. do you

b always

[T
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always write such charming IQDE let-
ters to her, Mr. Darcy 7

“ They are generally long, but‘
whether always *charming, it is not
for me to determipe.”

« Tt is a rule with me, that a person
who can writea fong letter, with ease,
cannot write ill.” )

« That will not do foy a compli-
ment* to Darcy, Car(')lin'ea’ cried her
brother— because he does not write
“':',iéh ease, He studies too much for

rds of four syllables.—Do not yoy,
Darcy: b '

“ My ‘stile of writing is"very dlﬂ'er-
, ent from*ypurs.” .

“Oh!” cried Miss Blnqley, “Charles
» writes in the most careless way ima-
ginable. Holeaves' out half his words,
and blots the rest. " o<

“ My ideas flow 5 A that ¥
have not time to exprebs thcm»t.hy

fich means®my letlers somectimes
F&"° corfvey.
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coyvc‘:,x‘no idead. at. all to my corre-
gmﬁdents

« " Your humility, Mr Bmgley, said
Elizabeth, “ must disarmn reproof.”

“ Nothing is more dececitful,” said
Darcy, “than the appearance of hu-
mility. It is often only carelessness
of opinion, and sometimes an indi-

rect 'boa’,?t:%} ‘
“ And wltich’ of the two do you

call my little recent pleco of Jno-
desty?”

“ The indircct boast --for you &"e
really proud of your defects in wris
ting, because you consider them as
preceeding from a rapidity of thought
and carelessness of execution, which
if not estimable, you think atleast
highly interesting. The power of doing
any thing. w1th quickness is always
much pnq:d by the possessor, and
softer witliont any attention to the im-
perfection of the pei: formance. When

. . - you
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you told Mrs. Bennet this mi.ng

that if you evei' resolved on ;
'Netherﬁeld you should be ‘gone ii
five’ minutes, you meant it to be’ a
sort of panegyric; of compliment to
yourself—and yet what is there so
very landable in’ a precipitance which
must leave very necessary business
undone, and can be of n real advan-

tageeto yourself or any c?ne else?” |
“,Nay,” cried Bingley ¢ this is too
n)lch to, remember at night all the
oolish things that were said in the
mormng And yet, upon my honour,
I believed what I said of inysclf to be
true, and I believe it at this moment.
At least, therefore, I did not assume
the character of needless precipitance
merely to shew off before the ladies.”
“ I'dare say you belieygd it; but I
am by no meails convin hat you
would be goue )Vlﬂl such .cersafy.
ur congduct would be quite as de-
F 6 pe.l.d-ant
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‘Pt on chance as that of any man
RS and if, a8 you were mount-
ing your horse, a friend were to say,
* Bingley, you had - Dbetter stay till
next week,” you wpuld probably do
it, you would probably not go—and,
atanother word, might stay a month.”

“.YO\}\ have only proved by this,”
cried Elizaheth, “ that Mr. Bingley
did not do justice to his own disposi-
tion. You have shewn him off now
much more than he did himself.” -

I am exceedingly gratified,” safd
Bingley, $by your converting what my
friend says Tuto a compliment on the
sweetness of my temper. But I am
"afraid you are-giving it a turn which
that gentleman did by no means in-
tend; for he would certainly think
the better pf, me, if under such a cir-
eumstapcefl were (o give a flat denial,
eapd-ifde Off as fast as'T could.”

“ Would Mr. Da}'(,y'then consldt..,,

the
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the rashnéss of your origiiial intj "tw'n';
as atoned fo¥ by yoar obstmacm au-t
hering to it ¥”

« Upon my word I cannot exacﬂy .
exp]am the watter, Darcy must speak
for himself”

“ You expect me to account for
oplmons which you chuse to. call
mine, but which I ‘have never ac-
knowledged. Allowing the case, how-
ever, to stand according to vour re-
prysentation, yon must remember,
Mass Bennet, that the friend who ds
supposed to desire his refurn to the
house,,and the delay of his plan, has

,mercly desired it, asked it withouat
offering one argument i favour of its
' proprety.” .

“« To yield readily—easily—to the
persuasion of a friend is noynerit with
jon” P g

‘}To yield w1th9ut copviction ls-ao
c.amphment to® the understanding of
eifher.” ]

. “ Youe.
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%0u appear to me, Mr. Darcy,
t3eaw, nothing for the influence of
fnendshlp aud affection. A regard for
the requester would often make one
readily yield to a, request, without
waiting for arguments to reason one
into it. I am not particularly speak-
ing of such a case as you have sup-
posed about Mr. Bingley. We may
as well wait,"perhaps, till the circum-
stance occurs, before we discuss the
discretion of his behaviour thereupon.
Bat in general and ordinary cases ke-
tween frientd and friend, where one of
them is desired by the other to change
a resolution of no very great'moment,
should you think ill of that person for
complying with the desire, without
waiting to be argued into it ?”

“ Will it mot be advisable, before
Wwe prnnmt‘gn this sub_]ect to ar-
‘Te=g6 with rather Tore precision the
degree of unportance +which is to ape.

) pertain
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pertain to this request, as well'ps ﬁae&
degree of lntlmacy subsisting be wen
the parties ¢’ "
L ‘B')g all medns,” cried Bingley;
“lef us hear all fhe particulars, not
forgetting theire comparative height
and size; for that will have more
weight in the argument, Miss Bennet,
than you may be aware of. I assure
you that if Darcy were ‘not such a
greaf tall fellow, in comparison with
mysell; I,should not pay him half so
much deference. 1 declare I do ngt
know a more aweful object than
Darcy, on particular occasions, and
,in particdlar places ; at his own house
especially, and of a Sanday evening
»when %e has nothing to do.”

Mr. Darcy smiled; but hhzabeth
thought she counld perceiv¢ that he
was rather oﬁ'ended H threfore’
Ll;&’ked her laugh Miss Binghey
wa mly \esented the mdlgmty he had

“Te-
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'receivf’d, in an expostulation with
h wother for talking such non-
sense. o
« T see your" desigh, Bingley,” said
his friend.— “ You dislike an argu-
ment, and want to silence this.”

. % Perhaps I do. Arguments are
too much like disputes. If you and
Miss Bennet will defer yours till 1 -
am out of the room, I shall be very
thankful ; and then you may, say
whatever you like of me.” .. ¢

& What you ask,” said Elizabeth,
“ is no sacrifice on my blde, and

Mr. Darcy had much better finish

hig letter.”
" Mr. Darcy took her advice, and
did finish his letter. .
When that busiuess was over, he
applied to-Miss Bingley and Eliza-
beth foﬁb&..gd.l,l"ence of some music.
NS Bmgley moved with alucrity'.to
the piano-forte, and after a pohte s
< ) quest
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quest that Elizgbeth would leaﬂl the4
way, which the other as pohwﬂ” atid,
morecarnestly negatived, she seated
herself.

Mrs. Hurst sang avith her sister, and
while they werethus employed Eli-
zabeth could not help observing ‘as
she turned over some music. books
‘that lay on the instrument, how fre-
quenﬂy Mr. Darcy’s eyes were fixed
ou her. She hardly knew how to sup-
pogt that she could be an object of
adhiration to so great a inan; and
yet that he should look at her be-
cause he disliked her, was still more
strange. She could ouly imagine'
however at last, that she drew his
notlce'because there was a some.thmg
about her more wrong and reprehen-
sible, according to his idea% of right,
than_ in any other ez ;\-‘prpsent :
rh{,o,SllppO’slllOn did net pain heév.

She liked ~h1m too ll(tle to care for
luq» appr obation.

. Tt ARer”
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: “% playing somge Italian songs,
MisstBingley varied the charm by a
lively Scotch air; .and soon .after-
wards Mr. Darcy, drawing nfar, Eli-
zabeth, said to her—

“ Do not you féel a great incli-
nation, Miss Bennet, to seize such an
opportunity of dancing a reel?”

She smiled, but made no answer.
He repeated the question, -with' some
surprise at her silence. ¢

“ Oh!” said she, «I heatd you‘he-
fore; but I could not immediadely
determine what to say in reply, You
wanted me, I know, to say « Yes,
that you mlght have the pleasure of
desp'sing my taste; but I a]ways de-
light.in “overthrowing those kind of
schemes, and cheating ‘a person of
their prengetlitated contempt. I have
Gthelefcl';gnéuup w1y mind -to_tell
ybﬁ', that I do not want to damé’
reel at all—and oW despise me\xf
you dare.” .

* ]“-i
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« Indeed I d not dare.” »

Elizabeth, having rather expected
"o atiiant him, was amazed at his gal-
hntry, but there was a mixture of
swectness and ,u'chness in her man-
ner which made it difficult for heg to
affront anybody; and Darcy, had
never been®so bewitched by any wo-
man.as he was by her. e really he-
lievgd», that were it not for the infe-
rigrity of her connections, he should
in some danger.
fiss Bingley saw, or su%pected
enough ‘to be jealous; aid her great
a.umety for the recovery of her dear
' friend Jane, received same assistance
. frotn her desire of "‘Ltllllg rid of Eli-
zabeth. s

Sbe often tried to prqyoke Darcy
into djsliking her p?ruest .‘{,Jalkmg
of; their supposed marriage, “ind plan-
mnv his happiness in such an alli-
dfl(.(‘ ' N S -

. ‘ Y | hol.)e,’i
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“ Jwhaope,” said she. as they were
walklng together in the shlubbery
"the next day, “ you" will give “your
mother-in-law a few hints, wlien this
desirable cvent takes.place, as to the
advantage of holding her tongue ; and
if yon can compass it, do cure the
younger girls of running after the offi- -
cers.—And, if I inay mention so deli-
cate a subjcct, endeavour to check
that little something, bordering on
conceit and nnpertmence, which your
lady poasesseb -

¢ Have you any thing else to pro-
poge for my domestic felicity ?”

“ Oh! yes.—~Do let the portraits
of your uncle and aunt Philips be
placed in the galléry at Pemberley.
Put them "pext to your great uncle
the Jlj(],g_( l)cv are in the same
'profemlon, you know ; ;.only in dlﬁ‘qsr-
ent lines. As for your Lh?.zlncths
. ys&m«q, you must not .;ttempt to have

it
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it taken, for wbat painter could ded
justice to those beautiful eyes?” )

“ [t would not be easy, indeed, to.
cat(;h their expression, but their co-
lour and shape, and the eye-lashes, so
rcmarkably finé} might be copied.”

At that mowment they were met
from another walk, by Murs. Hurst
and Elizabeth herself.

«1 (did not know that vou intended

to walk,” said Miss Bingley, in some
\)'nfusloﬂ lest they had been over-

Lieyrd.. - .

‘:‘\Wo.u used us abominably ill,”
answered Mrs. Hurst, “in running
away without telling us that you
were coming out.”

"Then taking the.disengaged arm of
M, Darcy, she\left Elizabeth to walk
by herself. The path jast admitted
three.” Mr. Darcys &% their fude-
ifeas and immediately said,—

) “ This
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+ % This walk is not wide enough for
aur pa?ty We had better go into the
avenue.’

But Elizabeth who had not the
least inclination to remain with them, .
laughingly auswered,.

“ No, no; stay where you are.—
You are charmingly group’d, and ap-
pear to uncommon advantage. The
pitturesque wonld be spoilt by ad-
mitting a fourth. Good bye o

She then ran gaily off, | re]mcm'
as  she rambled about, in the hepe
of being at.home again in a.duy or
two. Jane was already so mputh re-
covered as to intend leaving her room
for a couple of hours that evening.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XI.
v
WieN the ladies* removed after din-
ner, Elizabeth ran up to her sister,
and seeing her well guarded from
cold, attended her into the¢ drawing;
room; #here she was welcomed by

r two friends with many professions
of pleasure; and Elizabeth had nevel
seen\thém so agreeable as they were
during™the hour which passed be-
fore the gentlemen appeared. Their
powers of conversation were consider-
able. JThey coul}l describe an enter-
talnment  with .accﬁ_racy, relaté an
anecdote with hu\nour, and daugh at
their acquaintance with spirit.

But whe™the gentlemien entered,
Jane™was no lobger theniirst object.
Miss Birgley's eyes were instantly

’ * . utned
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turned towards Darcy, and she had
‘something to say t4 him before he
had advanced many steps. He aa-
dressed himself dlrcctly to Miss’Ben-
net, with a polite cengratulation; Mr.

Hurst also -made her a slight bow,
and said he was “ very glad;” but dif-
fuseness and warmth femained for.
Bingley s salutation. He was full of
joy and attention. The first half hour
was-spent in piling up the fire, les.
she should suffer from the changé of
room ; and she removed at his desire
to’ the otheér side of the fire-plade, that
she might be farther from.the door.
He then sat down by her, and talked
scarcely to-any one else. Elirabeth;

at work in the opposite corner, saw lt
all with great delight.

. When tea was over, Mr. Hurst re-
minded his sister-indaw of the card-
table—but i vain. She had obtained
mvate mtelhgence that Mr. Darcy

did
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did mot wish for .cards; and Mr.
Hurst soon fo-éd even his open pe-
tition rejected. She assured hiin that
no one intended to play, and the si-
lence of the wholes party on the sub-
ject, seemed to, Justlfy her. Mr.
Hurst had therefore nothing to do,
but to stretch himself on one~of the
sophas and go to sleep. Darcy took
up a book; Miss Bingley did the
me¥=and Mrs. Hurst, principally
Xupied ih playing with her brace-
lets gnd. rings, joined now and then
in he\ brother’s conversation with
Miss Benpet. .
« Miss Bingley’s attention was quite
as much engaged in watchlng Mr.
Darcys progresy’ through Ais beok,
as in reading "he own ; and.she was
perpetually either making’ ‘some in.
quiry, or lodiing at Bis page. She
couldrmat win lpm howder, to any
"conyersation’; _he “merely Q{xswereq
voL. L. 6 “Ler
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her qucstlon and reqd on. Atlength,
“¢fuite exhaunsted by? the attempt to
beé-amused with her own book, which
she 'had only chosen because # was
the secorid volumg, of his, she gave
a great yawn and sa;d “ How plea-
sant_it is to spend an evening in ‘this
way!T declare after ail there is no
£enjoyment liké reading ! How, much
sooner one tires of any thing, than of
_a book !—When I have a house of nry
.own, I shall be miserable if 1 Kave

not an excellent library.” °
No oné¢ made any reply. - She then
yawned again, threw aside hér book,
and cast her eyes round the room in
qiest of some ammsement; when
hearing her bfotller .mentioning a
ball to Miss Benntt, she tarned sud-

denly towards him and said,

“ By the bye - Cliariey, are you re-
ally seriouls"in meflltatlng & dénce at
~Netherfield 7==I ‘would advise you,
before
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before you deterpine on it, te consylt
the wishes of ttz\present party; 1.am-
1guch mistaken if, there are not some
amsng us to whom a ball would be

rather a punishine et than a pleasure:”
“1f yon mean Darcy,” cried her
brother, “he may go te bed, if he
chuses, befose -it begins—but/ as ‘for
the ball, it is ‘quite .a setiled thing;
and as .soon as Nicholls has made
lute?bup enough 1 shall se-nd round

&carm '

should like balls infinitely bet-

ter,” replied, “if they were car-
ried oit in, a. different manner; but
&léie is something insuffeyably tedious
in the usual process of such a meet-
mg. It ‘would s \15’ be.much more
rational £’ conVerann instead of
dancing made the m'de of the day’”
“ Much wweres zatibnaj, - my, dear
Carvittre,d. dare gay, buti would not
be pear so miuch like a bally- e
G2 \ .Miss
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‘\llss Bmgley made no answer;

and 5000 a?terwarf got up and
walked about the rgom. Her figure
was elegant, and shge walked wfﬁ—
bnt Darcx, at, whe 1; was all aimed,
was still mﬂexnbly ,stgt;hous In the
desperatnon of her feehngs 'she re-
sqlve'«I‘Qn oue effort more; and, turq-
ing to Elizabeth, said,
* « Miss Eliza Bennet, let me per—
suade you to follow my exam;{".é, a:n})
take a turn about the room\—J ass Kre
You it is very refresh;gg after ing
sq long in one attitude.” . A . .

. Elizabeth was surprised, but‘agrepd
to it immediately. . Miss B}pglqy@uw
ceeded no Jess i in the real object of
her-cmhtv, Mi/ rcty lgp,l;g(l ;'x'zP
He was as ;nucl; amake to tbe nqvelsy
of attention ip thai quarter as Eliza-
beth hersel f:'mxl,d he,:-_""d uRconsci-
ously clos . his bogk He, st di-
rqctly in }ted to ,)om their party, b}x:t

¢ he



( 125 )
be declined it Bbséri;iﬁ‘g‘,‘ ! t'l}'i\f he
could imagine’ but tWo motives for
their chusing to-walk up and down,
the Toom together, W ith “either of
‘which motives hwﬁomm«r them would
jiiterfere. ¢ ‘Wirat ‘¢ould he meéati ?
she was dymg to' Know what cquld
be his meaﬂmg’”——and askell Eliza-
beth ghether shé coiild at’all under-
stand him'? e B
é ot af all,” was her answer; “but
penﬂ upbn it, be means to be severe
on ‘ds, and oar surest way of dlsap-
pomta g-lum, will'be to ask nothmg
about lt.” Yo
% "Miss Bihgley, howeser, was inca-
,pa'ble wof dxsappémtmg Mr. Darcy in
any thing, and pérstvered therefére in
7~reqnmng an exp}hmnon of his two
motives .
Bave"'ﬁ'&r’thésmalhgst objection
to*ex Fining ﬂ).egm, salqgl;, as soon
a8 she aflowed him to spenk. Yo“
63 ¢ exthel:.

2
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either chuse this- mq‘thod of passing
‘the evéning becaunse, /you are in eac:
. other’s confidence’ aad have secret al
fairs to difcuss, or because yoh urc
conscious that yolr figures appear to
the greatest advantage in walking ;—
if the first, 1 should be completely in
your “Why ;—and if the second, I ¢an
.admire You miuch better as’1 slt by
the fire.”

* % Oh! shocking!” criéd Miss Bmp'
ley. “I never heard any thing so abo-
minable. How shall we punish “him
for such a'speech?” ;' + i

« # Nothing so easy, '1f y‘au hive bnt

. ‘the inclinatian,” said Elizabeth. “We
can all plague and punish one ano-
ther! Teaze him~ljugh at him.~dn-
timate a8, you ‘ark, you witst inow
how it is to bp done.” . SR

“ But upgn my»hohﬁm"i do not. I
do assure ypu thag iuy mtmfﬂfy'\fxas

—not yet tasioht me fhat. - Teaze calm-

ness
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nesy of temper and presence of mix‘ul.:!
No, no—I feel he may defy us there,
Aud as to laughter, we will not ex-
pose ourselves, if you please, by ab
tewpting to laugly without a- subject.
Mr. Darcy may hug himself. »

“Mr. Darcyis ot to be laughed at!”
cried Elizabeth. « That is-an"un-
common advantage, -and 'chommc_m
I hope it will continue, for it would
\be a”‘great -loss 1o e to have many
Such acduaintauce. I dearly love a
laugh.3 . . : y

“ Mns Bmgley, said. he, “has
glven 'me, gredit for more than can beq
The wispst and: the best of men, nay,
the wisest and best of their actions,
may be !endercd ridiculous bya per-
sOn, whqs;e‘,,ﬁrat' ob;ect m life is. a
joke.”

“ Certaw}.;n’-’ tﬂphl Ehzabcth—
“’ lll’i—,.r suqh eople but T hope 1
 am not‘onv of ¢ 1>?o4,)];>e I never

1

¢ ri¥liculé’
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m!il:ufe what is wige or good. Follies
4nd* nohseénsé whlms and. inconsist-
.éhciés" do divert me, 1 own, and I
ﬁﬁgh at‘them whenever'1 can.—~But
these' ‘1° suppbse, %re preclsely what'
yOU are without.” "'_' LR

. ¢ Perhaps that’ {5 not ‘possible for
any oney, ‘But it hud bekn the siuaj’ .
of my lifa.to" avoid those weaknésﬁes
which’ often expose''d strong uiidler-
standing to ridicule.” bbby e

“Such as vamty and pri&e

" «Yes, vanity is a weakhiths ‘Enﬂee&w
But pride—~where ‘thére'is a. e}’ -
periority of mind, pride wﬂl be alwa&s
under good regulation.” = *

Elizabeth turned away to hide‘ a‘
smile: ‘

“ Your examihatw‘n of Mr. Darey
Js dver, I pres me,”} said Miss' Bing-
ley;— and pray what¥he result?”

“Iam perfectly chWnchﬁilmt
Mr. Dar('y,)has no defect. He owns

it hlmsel?i(vnhout disguise.”
143 N » .
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“ No"—said Darcy, ¢ [ have made
no such preteusion. I have faults.
enough, but they are not, I hope, of
undeystanding. My temper I dare
not vouch for. —st I believe too lit,
tle yielding—cerfainly ‘too little for
the convenienceof the world. I.can-
not forget the folhes and vices’of
‘others so soon as I onght,’ y(or their
offences against myself. My feelings
\gre Mt puffed about with every at-
tempt to *move, them. My temper
would perha,gs he called resentful.—e
My ngd opinion.once lost, is lost for
ever.” ! T
% Thatis a failing mdeed l’-—cmed.
Ehzabeth “ Implacab]e resentment s
% shade in a character. But you have
chiosgn yonr fault well,—L really can-
not ugh At, it. You gre"safe fro;n‘

DRSS s ik oy L
i, I beheve, in every ‘dispo-
snt;on.a, ency o spmé;pa.rtlcular
€vil,

LI
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evil, a natural defect, which not even
the best education can evercome.”
.. “ And your defect is a propensity
to hate every body.’ o :

“ And yours,” he rephed with a
sniile, “ is vnlfully“ mlsundmtand
thema : ! U e

> Po let us have a‘b@le music,”—
cried M'i(q Bingley, tired of a conver-
‘sation in which she: had no sl’ia,re.-&~
“ Louisa, you will not: ‘mied BI‘V"
waking Mr. Hurst.” e
< ‘Her sister made not the .smallest
'objection, and the piano forte' was
qpened, and Darcy, after 2 fow mio-
ments recollection, - was not sorry fos
it. He began'io feel the danger of
paying Elizabeth too rxtltch: aﬁen‘tiﬂn‘.'

R O I A R

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIL.

In consequence gf dn agreement bet
tween the sisterd;"Elizabeth wrote the
next morning ‘to her mother, .to Veg
that the carriage might be’sent for
them'in the'course of the day. But
.Mrsﬁwﬁennet, who had calculated on
her daughters remaining at Nether-
field tif the following Tuesday, which
would__exactly: finish Jape’s week,
could* not- bring hersclf to receive
them- with pleasure before. Her an-
swer, therefore, was nof propitious, at
leasi not to Elizabeth’s wishes, for she
was, impatient to get home. Mus.
Bel*let sent  them '\'x.-'ord’ that they
could notaposaibly hase the carriage’
hefste Tuedday; and in, her postscript
ijﬁdv,':s aY(}ed_, tfx&t'fif Mr.l‘ﬁ‘in‘gley ar?’d
c6 " his
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his sister; pressed them.to stay longer,
she could spare them very aell—
LAgamststaymg longer, however, Eliza-
*beth was positively Fesolved—nor did
shemuchexpectit wouldbe asked; and
fearful, pn. the coptrhcy, as beisg consi-
dered as intruding-themselves need-
lessly long, she urged Jane to borrow

‘Mr. Bingley’s garriage immediately, -

+ond at length it was getfled thai their
original design of leavmg Nethe deld

that moruning should be mentioned,

And the request made,
. The communicatien, excrtgd wany
professmns of concern ; and .enough

AN

,was said of wishing, tbem %0 stay sat,

least till the follawing day to work on

Jane; and till the morrow, their going

was deferred. .Miss Bingley wasthen
sorry that «he had proposed.the; de-
day, for her Jeagbusy/and diglike-of.one
sister much exceaded her aﬂ'echon f')r
#he other,.

The
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The mastér of the house heard with.
real sorrow that they were to go so
,soon, and re y tried to persuade .
Migs Bennet that it would not be safe
for her=~that she’ was not enough re-
coveredybut Jafié was firm where she

felt herself to'be- -right.

*To M. ’Da'rt_‘y it was welcome in-
telhgence—-]ﬁimbﬂh had been at Ne-
therfield long enough. She attracted
hit®_ gnore than he liked—and Miss
Bingley was uncivil to /er, and more
teazing than usual to himwself. He
msel resolved - to be particularly

1'that no:'sign of admiratien

xshonid tlow escape him, nothing that
.could elevate her with ‘the hope of in-
fluenbing his felicityysensible that if
-such an ideh liad beén suggested his
be vidur during : the last day must
e material weight ip confirming of
aryshing:i. . Steady to-his purpose,

he sca\cdy spoke ten words to her
through
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<

through the whole of Saturday, and
though they were at one time left by
themseclves for half ?n hour, he ad-
hered most “conscicatiously to his
book, and would not\\vcn look at her.

On Sunday, after morning service,
thé separation, so--ugreeable to-al-
most all, took place. Miss Bingley's
civility to Elizaheth inéreased at last
very rapidly, as well as her afféction
for Jane; and when they parted~fiter
assuring the Iatter of the pleasure it
would always give her to see her
either at Longhourn or Netherfield,
and embracing her most tenderly, she
even shook hands with the former.—
Elizabeth took leave of the whole
party in the liveliest spirits.

. They were not welcomed home:
very cnrdld'}y by their mother: - s,
Bennet wondered at,their cmm'bg,
‘and thoight them very. wréng-to: gwe
s0 much trouble‘ ard was sure_Jane

wotld’
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would have caught cold again.—But’
their father, though very laconic in_
his expressions of‘pleasure, was really
glad to see them; he had felt their
importance in the family circle. The
evening conversa#ion, when they were
all "assembled, h;id lost much of its
animation, and almost all its sense, by
the absence of Jane and Elizabeth.
Théy found Mary, as usuil, deep in-
sthe s®:{y of thorough bass and human
nature; awd had some new cxtracts
to admige, and some new observaticns,
of thread,bare morality to_listen to.
Catherfne and Lydiahad information
“or them of.a different sort. Much
had been done, and much bad been
*aid i} the regiment, since the prece-
ding Weduesday; several of the offi-
.cerspad dined lately with their ungle,
a pi\rate had -hgen flogged, and it had
-aciually. been hinted that Calonel
Forster Yaa goﬁig.‘tp be married.
’ CHAP-
- ®
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:CHA,P‘I'{R XL

"] noPE my dear, said Mr Bennet
to his wife, as tlrey Wwere at br,eqk-
fast the next morning,. “ that yoy ‘have
ordered a good dinner to—day, because
<I have réason to expect an addltlon
to our family party.” n-t‘ oA

“ Who do you mean, 1ay dear’ I
know of nobody that is coming I am
sure, unless Charlotte Lugg shoulél
happen to call in, and 1 hope my ' din-

........

ners are good enough fo;- ‘her... ; A
not believe she often éees sucﬁ it
home.” " Ny
“ The person of wh" ﬁl‘I ‘é;[’). }ls a
gentlemaie and a’ stranger g ;s
Benuet's eyes sparklg.d e-
man and a »stranger' \ftﬂs Mr. B';ng-
ley I am sure, m 3aneﬂ—&ou never

&ropjc
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dropt a word of this; you sly thing!
Well, I'am sure I shall be extremely
glad to see Mr. Bingley —But—-—good
lord ! how unlicky! there is not a bit
of fish to.be got to-day. Lydia, my
love, 1 ring the be}l I must speak tp
Hill, this moment.”

41t is nos Mr. Bmgley, said her
lmsba.pd “jtisa persOn whom I never
saw n the whole course of my life.” g
*  This roused a general astonishment;
and he had the pleasure of bemg ea-
gerIy q\festmned by his wife and ﬁve
danghpers atonce.” =

After amusmg 'himself some tlme
w1th their cunomty, he thus explamed
“« Aboyt a month ago I received this
letter, and abput a fortnight agol an-
swergd it, for T thouo'ht it, @ case of
soin{dehcacy, and requmng early” at-..
tentidn. It m‘ﬁom my_cousin, Mr.
Coﬂ"ts, -}vho, “when I'am dead, may
tusn you'all out of ‘thig hotige as soon
ax hé pleases. .

’ el 6!1!
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. % Oh! my dear,? cried his wifé, |
‘cannot ‘bear-to hear that mentiéned.
Pray do not talk offthat odious man.
I do think it is the hardest thing in
the word; that yoky cstate should be
entailed away frour your own .chil-
dren; and I am sure.if I had been
you, I should have tried long ago to
do something or other about it,’

Jane and Elizabeth attemptgd to
explain to her the nature of aff entail?
They had often attenipted it hefore,
but it was a subject on which Mrs.
Bennet was beyond the realhyof rea-
son; zud she continued to zail bitterly
against the cruelty of settling an estate
away from a family of five dayghters,
in favour of & ‘man’ whom nobody
cared amythiug about. Cu gt
vt certainly is a most mlzﬁ‘t:us
aﬂalr, said Mr Beunrtt, « und
cun clear M. Collins- from ,the “ghilt
of inheriting Longbonrn,” Bat if you

! will
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will listen to his létter, you may per-
haps be a litfle softened by his man”
ser of expressing! himself,”

“ No, that' I am sure I shall not;
and I think it gas very imfertinent
of him to write te. you at ail, and very.
hypocritical: 1 hate such false friends.
Why could mot' he keep on quarrel-
ling with you, as hls father did before
himg” . ‘ ;

o Wﬁy indeed, he does seem to have
had sowe filial scruples on that head,
as you %nll hear.”

d

oy

*Huns, ford near TWesterham, Kent,
ot .+ 158th QOctober.
DEAR Sm, ’
et 'I‘Hbdlsaweement subslsting
_bet een yourself and my lgte honour-
ed father, always gaye me muchuu-.
easmess;- Sud Yince 1 have had. the
mlsf'drtune o hse hlm, I have fre--
quently wished - fo-heal. the. breac h
bu;

v
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but for some time'¥ was Kept back by
‘miy own dbiibts, feanng lest it uught
seem disrespectful %o his memory for
mé to be ‘on good terms with any one,
with wlom it had always pleased him
to'be at variance.—* ~There, Mrs Ben-
net.”—My mind however is' now Hiade
_up on the Siibject, Yor hiving received
ordination. at ‘Easter; I have baen so
fortimate as to be distinguished by
the patronage of the’ nght Honour-
able Lady Catherihe de Bourgh, Wi-
dow of Sir Lewis ‘de Bourgh, whose
bounty and beneficené has -Pﬂ%féfred
mee 'to the valiigble: réctory” of ‘this
pansh where it shall be my efnest
éndeavbur to demeatt myself’ with
gratefal réspect towardsher Lad slilp,
and be eyer réady' to”pérform thiose
. fités and ceremonies Which @re’kistl-
tuted by the Chureh 8 Englénd.’ A
a clergyman ‘mioreaver, I feel it iily
duty to promotd' ind establish the

blessing
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blessing of peace in.all families withig
the reach of Iy, influeuce; and on
these grounds I flatter myself that my
preseut overtures of good-will are
highly commcndable, .and thatthe cir-
cumstanee of my being next in the
entml of Loqghgpm .estate, will be
kmdly overlooked on your side, and
‘not Jead you t4o rgject the offered olive
buu;‘cn I cannot he otherwise than’
conceraed at being the means of in-
juring )our axmable daughters, and
beg, leave to. apologlse for it, as well
as to asgare you of, my readiness to
make thely eyery peggxble amends,—-v
“but of this hereafter. If you should
hqve no oluecuon to recelve me into
yoqr houge, ’ | propose myself tbe sa-
fy tlQ .of waiting on you and your
fatpli’y, on&ay, Novembér 18th,-by
fonr Qc]g;k ard shall probably; tresy
passeon yout hogpltahty {itl the Satur-
day se mght“followngl yhich I can do
without



(/142 f),«

%ithout ary incopyenience, as Lady
Catherine is far from objecting to my
accasional absence gn a Sunday, pro;
vided that. some ,other clergyman is
engaged to do the duty of the.day.
I remain, dearsir, with respectful cqun-
pliments to your lady and daughters,
your well-wisher and friepd, )

| v WILLIaM COL.LINS v
* « At four o’clock, therefore, We ‘may
expect this peace-making gentl»man,
said Mr. Bennet, as he folded up the
fetter, “ He seems to.be a mast con-
scientious and polite young man,‘upon
my word; and I doubt net wﬂi prove
a, valuable acquaxntance, especlauy i
Lady Catherine, should be 50 mdul—
gent as to let !um come to-us agmn.
- “ There is some seuse i, wbat. he
says about the girls however; ahd if
he is dispoged ‘ to . ;pake Jhem. any
amends, I sitall not be tife persosivto
discourage him.”

“Though
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“ Thoughit is drﬂicult “said Jane,
“ to guess in what way he can mean
tp make us the atonement he thiuks
our Yue, the wish is certamly to his
credit.”

Elizabeth was cluéﬂy struck thh
his extraordinary deference for Lady
Catherine, and his kind intention of
christening, martying, and burying
his gparishioners whenever it were re-
(irgd: :

“ He must be an oddity, 1 think,”
said she.  “ 1 cannot make him out.—
There, is’ something very pompous in
his stile.—And what can he mean by
'apologmm for being next in the-en-

tail >—5We cannot suppose he would
help it, if be gould. -—Can he be & sen-
sible man, sir®™ - ‘

“ No, my dear; T thmk not 1 Rave,
great hopes of* finding him quite the
revetwe. Thers js a mlaxfure of servi-

C ity
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lity and self-lmportance in his letter,
avhich promlses well. 1am impatient
to see him.” :

“JIn point of compomtmn, » said
Mai% “ his letter does not seem de-
fective.  The idea of the olive branch
perhaps is not wholly new, yet I think
it is well expressed.” .

To Catherme and Lydia, neither
the letter nor its writer were m any
degree interesting. It was next to im-
possible that their cousin should come
fn' a scarlet coat, aid it was new some
weeks since they had received plea-
sure from the society of a man in any
other colour As for their mother,”
Mr. Colling’s letter had done away
much of her lH-Wlll and she was pre-"
composuré, which astonished her’ hus-
‘band and daugliters.

Mr. Collits was punctual tohis
time, and was méewed with great po-

liteness
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liteness by the "whole family. Mr""
Bennet indéed said’ little; but the la-
dies were feady enough to talk, and
M. Colliné seemed neither i in neeﬁ. of,
encouragement, nqr inclined to be sx-\
lent himself. He*.was a tall, heavy
looking young man of five and twenty.
His air was grhve and stately, and his
mantiens were very formal. - He had .
not b¥en long seated hefore ke com- ‘
phmenrted Mis. Bennet on havm«r 80
fine a ﬁumly of daughters, said he had ,
heard much of their beauty, but that,
in thig mst‘:m(‘e, fame lfmd fallen short
of the truth; ‘and added, that e dld
not doubt-her seel% tbem all in due .
time * well dlbposed of in marriage..
This gallantry was Dot inuch to the
taste of some of his hearers,.but Mg. .
Bennet, who quarrelled with no.com-
phmvntq mfswere most %dlly,

i« You are very md,gu', Iam sure;
and*] wish with all my hemz; i§ mpy
. VOL. 1. H - pve
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prove 5o 3 for-else-tiey -will be desti-
‘tate eriough. Things ‘are settled so

oddly
~“i¥ou allnde : pcrhaps to the' Entaﬂ
of this-estate.”: . .. .. .

. % Ah! sir, | donmdeed It risa

grievous affiir to my poor girlsj.you

must ; eenfess. : Not:that [ mean to

find fault. with yos, for such things I
know are all chauce ‘in this vorld.

There is no knowing how.estates will

-go when onoe-‘they come to bé en-

tailed.” » -~ e

1+% 1 'am very sensrbke ma&am, ofthe

hardship to mly: fair cdusins+-and

eould.say much.ion the: subjeet, but

that I am cautious :of .appeating for-
warll and precipitate. .But 1 ean.at-
sure the young ladies that 1 come pre-
pared to admire them. . ;At present [
will not say morIa, -but perh>ps. when

we are hetter. ucquamted——-— LAY
He was.interrupted hy a sumixons
to

-
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to dihner; and “he' girls siniled -on
each other. - They.were not the only’
objects of ‘Mr. Collins’s admiration.
The hall, the dining-room, and all its
furniture were examined and praigeds
and his commendation of every: thing
would have touched Mrs. Bennet's
Jreart, but for« the mortifying' supposi-
tion of his viewing it all as his own
futuse ‘property. - The .dinner too in
its turn was highly admired; and he
beggekl to know to which of his fair _
cousins, the excellence of its cookery
wasowing. But here he was setright
by . Mrs. - Bennet, who assured ‘him
with seme asperity that they werevery
yell .alde to. keep a:goed cook, and
that her*dasighters-had nothing tb do
in the-kitcheh. - He begggd’ pardon
for baving displeased her. Ina soften-
ed tone sl.c. declared hersﬂf not at all
offendéd; bd; hc.coptmn’eﬁ to apolo-
glse for abouta squdrtev -of ,
. H2 }w an P-e

-
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GHAPThR XIV‘

DURING dinner, " Mr'Bermet snra:u'celwr
spoke at all; but when. the servants
were withdrawn, he theught it time,
Yo have some conversation with his
guest, and therefore started a subject
in which he expected him’to: shine,
by observing that he seemed.very for-
tunate in his patroness. Lady Cathe-
rine :de’ Bourgh’s attention: “to . his
.wishes; and consideration fer his;com-
fort, appeared :very remarkable.. . Mr
Bennet: ¢ould not-have chosenabetter,
‘Mr: Collins was eloquent in her praisé.
The subject elevated him to inore than
usual solemnity.of manner, and: with
‘a most important aspect heprotested
that be had riever in-lis life withessed
such behampu’r in's pezrson of rank—
e such

1
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such affability :lnd condescensxon, as
he had himself experienced froin Lady
Gatherine.” She had heen graciously

pleased to "approve - of ‘both the dis-

courses, which he had already had the

honour of preacl:ing before her.. -She

had also asked him tivice to diue at

. Rosings, and- had sent for hih only
the Saturday before, ‘to make up her

pood of quadrille in the evening. La-

dy Cnthenne was.reckoned proud by

manh people he knew, but ke had

peversden any thing but affubility in

her. - ‘She had always spaken 40 him
as-she wauld to.any other gentleman

she made not the‘smallest objection to

Jhis joimingrin the society -of the neigh-
bourhood, nov to his leaving his parish

‘occasionally for:a week or{wo, to visit

his: relations. - She -had even conde-

scended- to, advise him to marry as

#000 'as heq:oald. pmv‘i’cféd he chose
w;th discretion;: and’ ~hagl ,pmp pand

H3 " hims
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him a .visit in his' hu‘mble parsonage ;
‘where she had perfectly approved all
the alterations he had 'beén making,
and had even vouchsafed” to sﬁggesl
some terself,—some shelves in the
closets up stairs.”

* ¢ That i ail’ very praper and civil,
I am sure,” said Mrs. Bennet, “ and.
X dare say she is a very agreeable
WOman It is a pity that great ludies
in general are not more like her. Does
she live near you, sir? - . i

“ The garden in which stands my
humble abode, is separated only by a
lane from Rosmgs Park, .her lady—
‘ghip’s tesidence.”

“T think you sald she was aswidow,
sir? “has she any familyd”

“ She'has one only daughter, 1he
. heiress of Rosmgs, and of véry ex‘ten—
sive property Cw

“ Ah!” Cried Mrs, Bennet, shaking
- her head, then. she is better off than
B ' many



{ dﬂ' )
any girls. Aﬂd mhat sort of y‘)ung
Jady is she, ? is she handsome ¥”

. “ She is, a most charming, young
ladv Indeed,. , Lady Catherine herself.
says thatin pomt of true beauty, Mlss
De Bourgh is far superior to.the
handsqmest of her sex; because there
is that in . hpr features whlch .markf
the young woman of dxbtmgulshed
birty. * She is unfortunately of a smkly'
constitution, which has prevented her
making tifat progress in many accom-
{Jl;shmenta, which she could not other»
wise ha“e failed of; as L am mformed
by the lady who superintended | her
education, and who stll]_ resides w vith
them But she is perfcctly amlable,
"and often coqdcsggug.ls to drive by my
humble, abodq_in her little. phaeton
and ponies:” .|

« Hgs. she been present,ed? I do-
ndt* remember; her nayiG among the

Aadies at court. t
_* Her indifferent state of heali un-

H 4 .happlty
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.hapialv prewnts heﬁ' being in town;
.and by that means, ‘as- 1 told Lady
Catherine myself one day, has depri-
ved the British court of its brightest
ornament. Herladyship seemed pleas-
ed with the idea, and you may ima-
gine that I am happy on every occa-
sion to offer those little delicate com-
pliments which.are always acceptable
to ladies. I have more than oncg ob-
served to Lady Catherine, that her
charmiug daughter seemed*born-to.be
‘a duchess, and that the most clevated
rank, instead of giving hes conse-
quence, would be adorned by her.—
These are the kind of little things
which please ‘her ladyship, an(L it wa'
sort of attention which I, concene my-
self peculiarly bound to pay.” .., .
.. “Youjudgevery properly,”said Mr.
Bennet, “and itis happy for you that
you possest’ the, talegt. of flattering
with delicacy. May I .ask whethes:
these: pleasmg attentions proceed from
the
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the impulse of the tﬁoﬁent, or are the
result of previows study > e

«“ They arise chiefly from what is
passing at the time, and though 1
sometimes amuse myself with sng-
gesting and arramging such little ele-
gant compliments ds may be adapted
to ordinary eccasions, I altvays wish
to givg them as unstudxed an air as
possible.”

Mr. Bennet'sexpectations wercfully
answered.” His cousin was as absurd
as he had hoped, and he listened to
him with the keenest enjoymént,
maintainipg at the same time the most
resolute composure ' of ,countenance,
,and except in an occasional glance at
Elizabeth, reqmrmg 'no partner in hls
pleasure.

By tea-time however the dose Yad ,
been 'gnough, and Mr. _Bennet was
ghad to mke@ guest intb" the draw-
‘fng-room again, atid when tea was

H 6" byes
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_over, glad to-invite Him to read aloud
‘to the ladies. Mr. (Jollins readily as-
sented, and a book was produced; bt
on beholding it, (for every thidg an-
nounced it to be from a circulating
library,) he started back, and begging
spardon, protested that he never read
-novels.—Kitty stared at-him, and-Ly-
dia exclaimed.—Other books were
“produced, and after some deliberation
‘he chose Fordyce’s Serions. Lydia
_gaped.as he opened the volume, and
*before he bad, with very moaotonous
solemnity, read three pageu, she in-
terrupted -him with, . ‘

“ Do .you, know, mama, that my
uncle Philips-talks of turning away,
Richard, and if lie does, Colonel Fors-
ter will hire him. My aunt teld. me

%0 herself on Saturday I shall -walk
-to Meryton to-morrow 'to hear more
about it, amd to ask v@hqn Mr. .ﬂ‘enny
‘comeg back from towm" om



g )

" Lydia was bjd by her two &dest
sisters to hold{her tongue; but:Mr:
Collins, much offended, laid - amde
his book, and said, . :

-4 1 have often observed how httle
,young ladies . are, interested by books
of a :serious stamp, though written
solely for their benefit. It amazes
me, I confess ;—for certainly, there
eannbe nothing so advantageous {0
them as instruction. But I will no
longer idportune my young cousin.”

-+ Thew gurning to Mr. Bennet, he of
fered hmnself as his antagonist at
backgamnon. Mr. Bennet accepted
the challenge, observing that he acted
, very wisely in Jeaving the girls to their
own trifling:ainusenients.  Mrsr Ben-
-net-and her daughters apologised most
aivilly, for Lydia’s interruption, *and
pm?d .that . it. sﬁoul:d not occur
.agalf, if" hg - yould resum:e his book ;
but Mr. Collins, hfter asewmg thew

o . Vihgt
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that e bore his youpg cousin no ill
will, and should never resent her be-
haviour as any affront, seated himself
at another table with Mr. Bennet, and
prepared for backgammon.

'CHAP-
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CHAPTER XV.

M-z. CoLLiNs was not a sensible man,
and the deficiency of nature had been
bitt little assisted by education or so-
ciety; the greatest. part of his life
hdVing been spent under the guidance
of an jlli}erate and miserly father; and
though he belonged to one of the uni-
versitiep, he had merely kept the ne-
cessary terms, without forming at it
any useful acquaintance. The sub-
jection in which his father had
brought him up, had given him origi-
nally great humility of manner, but it
was now a good deal gounteracted
by the self-conceit of a weak head;
li.véry in petirement, apd the conse-
_quential feelings of early,and unex-
pected prosperity. A fortunate chance

"had
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had recommended him to Lady-Ca-
‘therine de Bourgh whpn the living of
Hunsford was vacant; and the- rex
spect which he felt for her high rank,
and his veneration for her-as his pa-
troness, mingling with a very good
opinion of himself, -of his authority as
a clergyman, and his rights as a rec-
tor, made him altogether a mixture of
pride and obsequiousness, . sgifim-
portance and humility.

Having now a good house‘and very
Sufficient income, he intended to mar-
ry; and in seeking a reconciliation
with the Louagbourn family he had a
wife .in view, as he meant to chuse
one of the daughters, if he found, them
as handsome and amiable as  they
were represented by common report.
This was Mhis. plan of amends—of
atonement—for mhentmg their . fa-
ther’s estate, and he ,ghought
c:scellent one, full of. eligibility and

suitableness,
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suitableness, ‘and - excessively .geme-
rous and disjaterested on: his owi
«part. ot
His plan did not vary on seeing
them.—Miss Bennet's lovely face con-
firmed his views, and established all”
his strictest notions of what was 'due
to seniority; and for the first evening
she was his settled choice. The next.
merhing, however, made an alteration;;
for in a quarter of an hour’s téte-3-téte
with Mrs. Bennet before breakfast, a
canversation beginning with his par-
sonageshouse, and ‘leading naturally
to the ayowal of his hopes, that a mis-
tress for it might he found at Long--.
Yourg, produced from her, amid very
‘complaisant smiles and general en-
couragement;: a caution_against ‘the |
v)ery Jane he: had fixed on.— As to,
wnger daughters she could not
tak upon hey o say—-—s‘he, could not |
fposltively anm-h—but. she ‘did not -

B
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know 6f any prepossessjon;—her eldest
daughter, she must juss mention—she
felt it incumbent on her to hint, was.
likely to be very soon engaged.”

Mr. Collins had only to change
from Jane to Elizabeth—and it was
soon done—done while Mrs. Bennet
was stirring the fire. '« Elizabeth,
equally next to. Jane in birth and
beauty, succeeded her of course.

Mrs. Bennet treasured up the hint,
and trusted that she might.soon have
two daughters married ; and the man
whom she could not bear to speak -of
the day before, was now high in her
good graces.

Lydia’s intention of walking to Me~
ryton was not forgotten: every sister
except Mary agreed to go with hen;

and Mr. Collins was to attend them, .

at the request of Mr. Bennet,: who
was most g@nxious to.get rid-of him,
and have his. library to himself; for

) thither
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thither Mr. Collins had-followed him
after breakfast| and there he wounld”
continue, nominally engaged with one*’
of the largest folios in the collection,
but really talking to Mr. Bennet, with
little cessation, of his house and gar<'-
den at Hunsford.* Such deings dis-:
composed: Mr. Bennet exceedingly.’
In hjs library he had been always
sure of leisure and tranquillity; and
thoygh prepared, as he told Eliza-
beth, to raeet with folly and conceit
im:every other room in the house, he
was -used to be free from them there;
his civility, therefore, was most prompt-
in inviting Mr. Collins to join his:
.daughters in their walk; and Mr.
Callins, being in fact much better fit-
ted for -a' walker than a pedder, was:
extremely 'well pleased to close’ his .
large pm’and go.” 7/ o
11" porapous: ngthings bi his side,
-and civil-a “on that of his cou~

oy
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ems, ‘their tnme passed till they en-
“tered Meryton. Thejattention of the
younver ones was -thea no longer to
be gained by Zim. - Their eyes. were
immediately wandering wp in the
street in quest of the efficers, and ne-
thing less than a'verysmart bonnmet
indeed, or a really. newmuslin i a
shop window, could recal t.ham.

But the attention of every lady was
soon caught by a young man, whom
_they had never seen before, of most
genﬂemanhke appearance, ‘Wwalking
with an officer on the other side of
the way. The oficer was.the very
Mr. Denny, concerning whose return
from London Lydia came to inquire,
and he bowed as they passed.. Al
were stfugk with the stranger’s air,
all Svondered who he .could be, and
Kitty and\Lydia, determined if posu-
ble to find dut, led. theavay acress the

street. under prefence: of .. -maniing
’ something.
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something: in ‘ah -opposite shdp, -and
fortunately had, just gained the pave’
meng when  the two gentlemen twrn-
ing-back had Téached:the same spot.
Mr. Denny addressed them directly,
and entreated permission to introduce
his: friend,” Mr. Wickham, who. had
retraed ‘with -him.- the day before
from ;40wn, and he was happy to.say,
had aocepted a commission in:their
corps. “This was exactly asit should
be; for the young man wanted only
regﬂ‘neﬁtals to make him completely
charming. His appearance was great-
1y-in his favour; he had all the best
part of beauty, a fine countenance, &
» good digure, and very pleasing ad-
dress. *'Thesintroduction wad fol-
lowed up on his side by a happy rea-
diness .of conversatipn—a Igaediness
at the he pame, time perfectly #orrect and
unassummg, and: q‘ e whole party were
-still standing andtalking together very

agreeDiimp
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agreeably, when the -sound-of Horses
‘drew their notice, and Darcy and
Bingley were seen riding downp thre
street. On distinguishing the ladies
of the group, the two gentlemen. caine
directly towards them, and began the
usual civilities. * Bingley was -the
principal spokesman, ard Miss Ben-
_net the principal -object. ' He:Was
then, he said, on his way to- Lbung-
bourn on purpose to ingéire after
‘her. Mr. Darcy corroborated it with
a bow, and was beginning to' deter-
mine not to fix his eyes on Elizabeth,
when they were suddeuly arrested by
the sight of the stranger, and Eliza-
beth happening to see the counte-,
nancé of both as they looked at éach
other, was, all astonishment at the ef:
fect~-eof. the meeting. Both' changed
colour, owe looked white. the _other
red. Mz chkham. after a few mo-
meuts, touched' ‘his Hat+a salutation’
whichi,
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which Mr: -Darcy just deigned to re:
turn.. What copld be the meaning of
it?—-}t 'was impossible te imagine; it
was impossiblé-not to long to know, -
- Inanother minute Mr. Bingley, but
without seeming to have noticed what
passed, took leave ‘and- mde on wnth
his ¥riend. .

Mr,: Denny and *My. chkham
walked. with the young ladies to the
door of Mr. Philips's house, and then
made their bows, in spite of Miss Ly- _
dia's ‘pfessing cntreaties that they
would .come in, and even in spite of
Mrs. Philips’ throwing up the parlour _
window, and loudly seconding the invi-
tation.s

- Mrs. Philips was always glad to
see her nieces, and the two eldeet
from their recént absepce, weg rtic
culal ly welqomg, ahd. she,wis eagerly
exprossing hers sugprise’at their sud-
den return home, “which, as their oyn

carriienP
’
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carriage had not fetched them, she
‘should have known nothing abeut, if
she had not happened to see, Mn
Joney’s shop boy in the street, who
had told her that they were nof to
send any more dravghts to Nether-
field because the Miss Bennets were
come -away, when her »civility was
claimed towards Mr. Collins by Jane’s
introduction of him. She received
him with her very best politeness,
which he returned with as much more,
"apologising for his intrusion, without
any previous acquaintance with.her,
which he could not help .flattering
himself however might be justifiéd.by
his relationship to the youngdadiés
who ‘introduced him %o her notice.
Myrs. Philips was quite'awed by such
an éugess of good breeding; but her
contemplation of - ene -stranger . was
soon put af end tg by exclamations
‘and _ inquiries -about ‘the “ather, .of
’ whomy .
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whota, however; she' could only tell
her nieces what they already knew;”’
that_ Mr. - Denny had brought him
from Londony and that he was to have
a lieutenant’® commission in the
s ——gshiire. "She had been watch-
ing him the last hour, she said, as he
~wabked up and down the street, and
" had Mr. Wickham appeared Kitty
ande Lydia would certainly have eon-
tinued the occupation, but unluckily
uo one passed the windows now ex-
cept a fow of the officers, who in com-
parison with the stranger, were be--
come “spupid, disagreeable fellows.’
Some of them were to dine with the”
. Philipses the uext day, -and their
aunt promised to make her husband
call on- Mr. chkham, and give hind
an invitation; also, if the fam om
Loughousn would come iv'the even-
ing,* This wag' agreed - to, and Mrs.
JPhilips protestedn that. they. would
lw

.
4
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have ‘a nice comfortable noisy game
“of lottery tickets, ana a little bit of
"hot supper cfterwards  The  pro-
spect of such delights was ory «beer-
ing, and they parted in muiual gool
spirits. Mr. Collins 1o «f «d  lyis
apologics in ¢uitting *he vvom, and
was assured with unwearywg civitity
that they were perfectly necd'esy.

As they walked h- .e, Llizalseth
related to Jane what shc had scen
pass between the two gentlemen; but
“though Jane would Lave Jéfended
either or both, had they uppearcd to
bP wroug, she could no uore exjn
“such behaviour than her sistar. '

Mr. Collins v his return hig!ly
gratiffed Mrs. Bennete <by audin! ing
‘Murs. Pliilips’s ni~wners and poliie-
» nessw=He protested that except Lady
Catherinetand hersdaughtcr. he had
never seen a more.eféga 1t woitian ;
for she had not o‘ni} recéived him
Aqw;j with

~
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with the utmost civility, but had even,
pointedly included him in her invita-
tton for the next cvening, although ut-
irrly nukanwn to aér before. Some-

‘bing L. - sepposey might be attributed
10 uis conpre onf with them, but yet
i had et or met with so much atten-
s tid e whole course of s Tife.

YOL 1. ° CHAR™
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CHAPTER XVI1

Al

As no objection was made to the
young people’s engagement with their
aunt,- and all Mr. Collins’s scruplés
of leaving Mr. and Mrs. Bennet for a”
gsingle evening during his vigit were
most stcadily resisted, the coach con-
veyed him and his five cOusing at a
suitable hour to Meryton; and the
gir s had t' ¢ pleasure of hearing, as
«they «ntered the drawing-room, that
Mr. Y ickham had accepted their un-
cle’s invitation, and was thep in the
‘house.

-MWhen this mformanon was given,
aﬂd.gxey had all taken their seats,
Mr. Coniins wascat leisure to look
around him- and admjire, and he was
so much struck with the sise and fur-

. mtl:re
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fitdre of the apartment, that he de-
clared he might almost have supposed "
,hlmse]f in the swall summer break-"
fast parlour at Resings;-a compari-
son that did not at first convey much
gratification ; byt when Mrs. Philips
understoed from .him what Rosipgs
wes,, and who was its ‘proprister,
when she had listened o the descrip-
tian of only one of Lady Catherine’s
drawing-rooms, and found that the
chimmey-piece alome had cost eight

bundred pounds, she felt all the force
of the compliment, and would hardly .

bhave weseuted. & compariaon with ﬂle
hmousekeeper’s room. *
+ ko gescribing to her all the gran-
deur of Lady.Catherine and her man-
8i0p, withooccasional digressions in
praise of ' his.adn humble abodn,2and
the Mpmmmenﬁ it was rcceiving, he

wis hagpily eployed austil the gen-
. tlemen joined: them ;. and he found in

12 . l_’hq.
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Mrs. Philips a very attentive listencr,
whose opinion of his cousequence iy-
creased with what she heard, and whe
was resolving to retail it all among
her ncighbours as soou as she could.
To the girls, who could not listen to
their cousin, and who had nothing to
do but to wish for an instrumeus, and
‘eXamiuc their own indifferent imita- -
tions of china on the mantlepiece,
the interval of waiting appeared very
long. Itywas over at last however, The
gentlemen did approach;, ayd whep
-Mr. Wickham walked into the poom,
Elizabeth felt that she hag neither
‘been seeing hfn before, nor thinking
of him since, with the smallest de- |
gree of unreasonable adsiration. The
officers of the —— ——shire were ip
genal a very creditable, geptleman-
like set, and the bent of them were of
the presenteparty; bui, Mr. Wickasm
"was a8 far beyoud them-all in persop,
count:nancey
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conntenance, afr, ard ‘wilk, ‘as thy
werc superior to thé broad-ficed stuffg,
unole Philips, breathing port wine,
who followed them into t'he room. *

Mr. Wickhap was the happy mian
towards whom*almost every female
eye was turned, and Elizabeth was
thé Rappy womau by whon he finally
seated himself; and the agreeabls
m¥nner in which he immediately fell
into conyersation, though it was only
on its being a wet night, and on the.
probability of a rainy season, made
her feel’that the commonest, dullest,
most threadbare topic might be reh-
dered interesting by the skill of the
spealeer. ,

With suelf rivals for the notice of
the falr, 48 Mr Wickham and the. offi-
tets, Mr. Colllys seemed Liely to-
sipk ’intb"xﬁdv‘mﬂcance to_the young
ladjes He chrtainly was ilofhing ; but

* hghad Ml st hitdrials a kind listenér .
13 -

"
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i M PRIfRS) a6 48 by fie
Watehiiied, ‘wost abumanuyw'
pTred ‘with'coftée atid midhin. -

“When' thé kardl tables ‘wete placsd;
hé Had an appbrtumfy of obliging iaer
ini rétiiin, by sitting down to whist.”

% know liktle of the game, at pred
gent,” said’he;, « but I shall be glad
€0 improve myself, fot in my sitimtmn
of life”——Mrs. Philips’ was very
thankful for his compliance, but could

-Lnot wait for his reason. *°_ ¢ Y

'*Mr.Wickham did not pilﬁy‘at wiuit,
4nd with ready’ déelight. was hé' ré-
‘teived at the other ta‘b’ie'betﬁ'e L BM-
gibeth and Lydia. “At" first thére
seemed danger of Lydla s eng‘rossmg
"Him entlrely, for éhe Was 4okt de-
“fermpined’ talker; blﬂ’t befng” Tikewide
extren"ély fond bf T ttery “ticKets, éfre
soon grew too miich’ inferésted i the

me, t00 eager ip indking 'béts dnd
iiclalming a?tér PR *tg Fdve at-’
tention
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tentton fbr any one in parficular. Al
lowing for the common demands of
the sgame, Mr. Wickhamn was there-
fore at leisure to talk to Elizabeth,
and she was very willing to hear him,
though what she chiefly wished to
hear she could not hope to be told,
thé history 'of his acquaintance with
Mr. ,Darcy. She dared not eveg
m¥ution that gentleman, Her curio-
sity however was unecxpectedly re-
lieved. Mr.Wickbam began the sub-
ject himself He inquired bow far
Netherfield was from Meryton ; and,
after receiving ber answer,ashedin an -
hesitating manner how long Mr. Dar-
cy had been staying there.

, “ About month,” said EliZabeth;
and then, unwilling to let the subject
drop, added, ‘\he is a man of-very.
large property i Derb; shire, 1 un-
.derstand.™. o .

“ Yes,” replied Wickham ;— « his

14' . e,gm, :
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estate there is a noble one.; A clear
ien thousand per.apnum. You could
not have met with a person more ca-
pable of giving you certein informa-
tion on that head than myself—for I
have been conuected’ With his tamily
in a particular .manner (rom my iu-

fancy.” .
Elizabeth could not but look sur-
pnsed ) .

“ You may well be surprised, Miss
Bennet, at such an assertion, after
“seeing, as you probably wigut, the
very cold manner of our mecting yes-
terday.—Are you much ax.,quaintad
with Mr. Darcy?” .

* As mwuch as I ever wish.tp be,”
cried ‘ Elizabeth warmly,—*“ I have
speut four days in the same house
with, himn, and | tlwfx him véry dis~:
agreeable.”

“X have ro right to,give my O .
rion,” said Wickkawo, -$as to his:,

) ; being

-
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bling agy eably: or. otherwiges: Fam
uot ‘qualified -t form-pne... 1 have
known him too long and 400 well:ta”
be a fair judge. It is impossible for
me to be impartial. But 1 believe
your opinion of Nim would in general:
astonish—and perhaps you ‘would
_hotsexpress it quite so strongly. any:
“hele else—~Ilere-you are in your
owm faunl) Ty

“ Upon my word I say mo niore
fere than] might say in any house'i’
the neizhlourhood, except Nether-
tield. . Heis not at all liked m Hert-,
fordsbire, - livery body is disgusted
with*his pride. You will not find
bim . 1gore f{avourably spoken of by
any. one.”

=% 1 camnot pretend to be sorry;?
sadd: Wiekhatn, Yfter, a short - inters:
ruption, ¢ that h& or that auy man:
shaalld mot‘hg Sstimated be;g_ml their
Jdestrte; byt witleidme 1 believe it
N ) dosg

®» 9
R P
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does.not often happen. The world is
blinded by his forfune and conse-
guence, or frightened by his high awd
Jmposing inannexs, and pess hitn ondy
28 he chuses to beseen,”

* 1 should take ki, even on my
shight acquaintance, to be an ill-tewm-
pered -man.” Wickham only shook_
, his head.

“ ¥ wonder,” said he, at the nex( op-
portunity of spedking, “ whether he
is likely to be in‘this country mwch
mger.”

. “ 1 do not at all kmow; hut.I heard
nothing of his going away when i was
‘at Netherfield. 1 bope your plang i
favour of the ~~——-—shire will .not
be atlected by his being in the neighr
bourhodd.”
+ % Qh! no—it is y"bt for me to the
driven away by Mt Parcy. If &e
wishes ta Avoid’ sesitig 76y he- mnat
go, «We are netlon fnsndiy tepms,.
* -and
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and it slways gives mde ‘puin to
meet him} but 1 have ho reason for,
gvoiling Jim but what' T might pro-
claim to all the world; a senne of very
great ill usage, and most painful pe-
grets at his being-what he is. His
father, Miss Bennet, the late M,
_ Dalvy, was ‘one of the best men that
ever breathed, and the truest friend T.
ev® had; and I can never be in com-
pany with this Mr. Darcy without
being grieved to the sonl by a thou-
sand tehder recolliections. His beha-
vieur to myself has been srandalous
but ~I verily believe I could forg’ive
Mm any thing smd every thing, rather
. than his disappointing the hopes and
disgracing the memory of his father.”
Elizabeth fognd the interest of the
subjectincreaséqnd lstened witht all
her hearty Pt thé delicacy of it pre—
venfed fhrthersinquiry, © Sam. %
Mr. Wickham - bogan to spéak o
16 mprs,
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noLe - generst topics, Mnrymu; tue
‘neighbourhoed, theiss cisty, appearing
uhighly pleased with all.that he had. yet
seen, and speaking of the htteneslm-
cially, with gentle but vqry:mteihgihle

gallantry.. |
4 Jt was the prespect of conqtant
society; and- good«oowty.” he added,
 which was my chief inducemerit ¢o’
“enter the, ~r——r—shire; . k kpex: it
to:be a. most. respectable, agreeable
~corps, and my friend Denny tempterd
‘me. farther: by his account :5f their
present quarters; aud ‘the. yory great
attentions and excellentacqpgintance
Meryton . had. procured. them.: :Soci-
ety, I own, is necessary to pe. 1
dave been a. dlsappomtqd man, and
my spirits will not ,bear solitade; 11
suss have. -emphymf.ub and ;ddciety.
oA.military life: is totwhat J was in-
itended fory, but.: iroymstances Laye
abv#\ made it ellgz.blbnm'lhbwbﬁmh
m@hm have been my profession—
. ,  Jwas
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Twas brought.up for the church,-and
I should gt this ftime’ bave been ity pos-
sesgjon of a most valuable living, bad”
it pleased the gentleman iwe were
speaking of justmow.” .- .t -

“ Indeed!” ° _ ‘ :

“ Yes—the late Mr. Darcy be-
queathed me the next presentation of
" the best living in his gift- . He was
ne qufather, and excessively at-
tached.to me. .1 cannot:do justice

to his -kihdness. He inedant to pro-
vade for.me amply, and thought he
shad done it; but when the living felj,
it wasigiyen: eisewhere o
- #Good heavens {7 cued Ehmbeﬁb
# but, how »could tkat be?—How
wOuld his will be disregarded P-—Wh!y
d:d not you seek legal redmss?”

3% Thete wab; mst such an mformai:
ty n tHQ terms of the: -bequest as ity
‘gt me:noghope: from.lgw. Aman

, ‘bfibenour ¢ouldinot have ted: thugs
 intengion,
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intohdion; bt Mr: Dafcy chose fo
doubt it—or to treat' it asia merely
‘donditional’‘recommendation, and. to
assert that I hdd-forfeited all claim -ty
it by ;extravagance, -imfprndence;«in
ghort any thing-or:pothing. . Certain
#t is,that the living became vacant two
yearsingo, exactly as.I:was of ant age
o hold it, and.that it was given..to
‘another mani-and- no. less-certai is
it; 'that .1 . cannot. accise ‘myself: of
having really-done eny thing tede-
serve ta:lose it.: 7 I hive-a;wafin,  ubk
guarded témped, and 1 may-perhaps
kave sométimes spoken my epmion ¢f
him, and . ¢a- him; too. freely. I .can
fecal nothing worse.. But the: fact
is; thadi we are very .different: sort; ef
men, and ﬁmhehamgw.”m LR ER
+ 4. This is ‘quite slylcking bTHe;dos
%erves to be publiclf disgraced.” " -
. Some taite 0F othidrbe will be—
ntlit shrall not be dy ode: - Filk-§ ban
C “forget.
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fOrget his fathreny I dm never defyor
expose him.” |
* Blizabeth honoured. hita for such
feelings, and thought hinl handsemer
thamever as he expressed them..
“But what,” said'she, after a paase;
“ can have been his motiver—what
var {tave induced himn to belrave u
cruelly ¥’ .
= A «thorough, determined dlshko
of me--x dislike which I cannot but
attribute In some measure to jealounsy:
Had the late Mr. Darcy liked me
eps, -hig 'son ‘might bave'borne with
mebetter; but hig father’s uncoms
mon'attachment to me,’ irritated him
.1 believe vetly early in life. He had
hetw temperto bear the sort of coms
petition in wigich we stoed—the sort
of )priferénee ~which,was often given
me.” © ‘
‘@1 hnd not.thoaght M« Darey 'so
bﬂ ts‘llilh—-ﬁonghihue never likee
hlm,
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himy. ; had not .theught wo; vely
il); of him—I had supposed him to
" be,despising his fellow-creatures in
general, but.did not suspect him of
descending tosuch malicious revenge,
such injustice, such mhumamty as
this ” =
-After a few mmutes reﬂectnon, bow,-'
ever, she continued, “ Ido ramgmber‘
his boasting.ope day, at Netherfield, of
the implacability of his resentments,
of his having.an unforgiving temper.
His dispesition must be:dreadful.” .- .
4 T will not trust myself on.the suhs
;qet ” replied Wickham, “ I can hamﬂy
be just to him.”, . o
Elizabeth wasagain. deep mthpu,glst,
and after.a time exclaimed, ¢ To:treat
in such .a manger,. thg godsan;. | thé!
friend, the lfavounxe 1of his fathes!
She could have added,: . A, wqmg
maan too, hj,e you, wl;ose YVery.cougies.
sBABCE Inay vouch fer your being emien

© bie”
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bid"—but shesedntented herself with:
“ And. one, too} -who had. pmbably
been, hisown companion from: child<™
hood,: connected together, as I think:
you said; in the closest manner!”

“ We were-born in.the same parish;
within the same park, the greatest
part” of: our- youtl'-was passed: toge-
thers- inmates of the sanre house,
shawing the sameiamusenients, objects
of the same parental care. My father
began . life in the .profession which’
your unele;:Mr.' Philips, appedrs t6°
.do:so much credit to—~buthe gave up.
every--thing to be -of-use to' the late:
Mr. Darcy, and devoted all his tinie
o the aare of the Pemberley proper-
tg.: - He 'was nrost highly esteemad by
Mr.: Darcy, a yost intimate, confiden-
tiatfiiend. * Mr. Rarcy bften ackndw-~
leﬂgwed hitesglf to Be under the great’
est obhgaﬁons Sfo my father’ s active’
puperintenddnce, and- when immedi

Aately,
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alely before my father's death,- M.
“Parcy gave him a vbluntary promise
‘of praviding for me, I am Gonvinced
that he felt it to be as much a debt of
gratitnde to Aim, ps of affection to
myself,” T -
“ How strange!” cried Elizabeth.
“ How abominablel~—I wonder thatthe
very pride of this Mr. Darcy has not
made him just to yon !--If frol no
better motive, that he should not have
been too proud to be dishonest,—for
dishonesty I must call it.” °
“ It is wonderful,”—replied Wick-
* ham,— for almast all his aectrons may
be traced to pride;—and pride has
often been his best friend.~ It has
connected hitn nearerSwith virtupthan
any other feeling. Put we are gpne
of us consistents aml in his hehayiour
to me, there wer¢ stronger. inpulses
even ther pride.”
™ , % Can suchabominable pride aq.y;q,
kwe ever done himn good?” -
. * Y 0s.
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liberal 255 ‘gelibroun,<iita” dive: hid
m5né'y ; té didplay hubpmy,
to &ésiﬁﬁhis*mnts, and' vétevs ik
poof T FiHily pride; and filial pridey
for he is very proudl of what his fathiey
was; Bave done this, “Not to -afipéar
to diéghdee g famiity; o degerierste
frotu He'| poplarqualities; ok lose the
inflience {)f thé Pemberley House; is
a pﬁwei‘f&f,!ﬁlfﬁfe ‘He. has' also bro-
therly pnd% “which with some brother:
ly affection, ‘indkes Him a very kind
and tarefill guardiaii 6f*his sister’, and -
you®witl Hear him generally cried up
a%thé most: aftteutWe and’ bbst oﬁbro-
fﬂérs 3
Wbt soFtoTa glrl is Miss Darcy?"
“$e*shodk His head.-2T wish " {
could bl “ier aifable. It gives the
paiy foupealeill of Warcy.  Butshe
is too much like her brotile: jevery,
Aebppind LN 6 ¢ blﬁld the ‘Wds afs
) fece;gnéie-
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fectionate and pleasitig, ntl extreme-
ly fond of mec; ‘anfl I have devoted
Houss ' and ' hours to her uiiwserncnt.
But she is nothing to me now,  She
is a bandvome gir], about fifte¢h or
gixteen, and~I"understand highly ac-
complished. Since her father’s death,
her home has been London, wliere a
lady lives with her, and superjntends
her edue-tion.”

After many pauscs and many frials
of other subjects, Elizabeth could not
help reverting once more to' the first,
and saying, . .

“T am astonished at his infinmatey
with Mr. Bingley! fow can Mr
Bingley, who seeme good hwnour ity
self,'and is, I really belteve, truly amia-
ble, be in friendship with such a nmn?
How can they suit each othér?—De
you Kknow Mr. Birgley #,

“ Nat=¢ all.” .
_* He is_a nweet tempered "aninble,

charmmg :
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RS ha\umngman He cannot know what
Mr. Darcy is.”

“\ProbaMy not;—but Mr. Darey'
can please where Le chuses. He does
not want abilities.* He can be a con-
versible companien if he thinks it
worth his while. Among those who
are at oll hig equals in consequence,
he is a very different wnan from what
he # to. the less prosperous. His
pride never deserts him; but with the
rich, he is®liberal-minded, just, sin-
cere, rattonal, hovourable, and per~
haps agreeable,--allowing something
for fpxtune and figure,”

"The"® whist ‘party soon afterwards
breaking up, the players gathered
round the othertable, and Mr. Cdllins
took, his statiew between his ‘cousin
Eljzabeth and Mrs. Philipc.--—The ufu-
al inquiries as to"Ris success wcre
‘mad’by the latter. Tt had not been
very, greaty hehad dost every pogxy;‘

.

by -
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‘but when Ars - Philips -hegan: o ex-
* Ppress hea« coneern pon, he assu-
* red het with much eanyeit grevjty
that it -was not of the -Jeasi. impor-
‘tance, that he considered the momey
as a mere trifle, and begged she would
not make herself uneasy. .
“Lknow very well, madam, said he,
-« thet when persons sit down to'a
card table, they must take their chance
-of these things,~-and, happily I am not
. in such eircumstances as to make five
shillings any object. : There are un-
doubtedly many - who could met say
. the same, but thanks to Lady Cathie-
rine de Bourgh; I am removed far be-
youd the necessu:y of regmi;ng Iittle
matters.”

Mr.- Wickham's atteutiom iilns
caught and after obsevvmg Mr1Col-
lins for a few mommts he asked Eliza-
‘beth Ln_g_,,low veme wiaeﬁler het vela-

»tion were very mmnatdy uquamted
with the familv of de Bourely,
“ Lady
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¢ Lady. Catherine de Banrg " she
replied, “ has very lately given- hlm a-
liging. I lpardly know how Mr. Col~
lins was first introduced to her natice,
but he certawly 'bas not.known her
long.”

“ You know of course that Lndy
Cathegine de Bourgh and Lady Anne
Darcy. were sisters; consequently that
shewis duant to the present Mr. Darcy.”

“ No, indeed, 1 did net.—I knew
nothing a¢ all of Lady Cathenne’s
connections. - 1 never heard of her
-existence, till the day before yester-
day.? i .

% Her daughter, Mm d& Bourgh,

- will haye a very large forlune, and it
“is believed that she and her oousin
- will unite the {wo estates.” -
. This' information made Ehzabeth
swille; -as she tho ht of poor Miss
Biagley. - Vammd d mugt be all ber
.attenucas, vain. and useless her affers.
tion
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“tion. for his’ sister antl het pralse of
. lnmself if he were hlready sélf- des
tined 1o another. '

¢ @ Mr. Collins,” said she,  peaks
highly both of Lady Catherine and
her daughter; but firom some particu-
lars that he has related of her lady-
ship, I suspect his gratifude ikleady
him, and that in spite of her being his
patroness, she is an arrogant, con&eit-
ed woman,”

« I believe her to be both in a great
degree,” replied Wickham ; % { have
not seen her for many yeafs, but I
‘very well remember that I never liked
her, and that her manners were dic-
tatonal and insolent. She kas the
reputation of being reimarkably sen-
sible and clever; but I rather believe
shederives part of her abilities from
her rank and fon‘ﬁne, part from her
authoritative ' manner, and the 'reit
"om the pride of her nephéw, who'

' chuses



( 183 )

chuses that every one connected with
him should havg an understandmg of
thefirst ¢
thaberh allowed that he had given
a very rational account of it, and they
continued talkmg together with mu-
wal satisfacfion till supper.put an
¢ud tocards;-and gave the rest of the
ladies their share of Mr. Wickhamn’s
afewtions. There could be no con-
versation in the noise of Mrs. Philips’s
supper paty, but his manners recom-
mended him to every body. What-
v v he sald, was said well; and what- .
-ver he dig, done gracefully. Eliza- -
«th went away with her head full of
tim. She could think of nothing but
of Mr. Wickham, and of what he had
told her, all tha way home; but there
was not time for her even to mentidn
his pame as they went, for neither
‘Lydt2 nor Mr. Collinks were once si-
lent. Lydna talked incessantly of lot-*

YRE K, . tery
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tery tickets, of the fish she had lost
and the fish she had won, and Mr.
“Tollins, in describing the, civility of
Mr. andMrs. Philips, protﬁestmo that
he did net in the least regard his losses
. at whist, enumeratmg all the dishes
at supper, and repeatedri fearmg that
he crouded his cousins, had mm‘e to
_say than he could well manage be-
“fore the carriage stopped at Ldng-
boum House.

" CHAP.
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"' CHAPTER Xﬁﬁlg L *

EvzaseTH relafed to Jane the next
day, what had passed between Mr.
.\mGﬁam aud herself. Jane hetened
1th-astoms.hment and concern;—she -
knew ‘not ‘how to believe ,that Mr.
Darcy cquld be so0 unworthy of Mr.
Bingley’s regard; and yet, it was not
in her nature to question’ the veracity
of ayoung man of such amiable ap-
peargnce’as Wickham.—The possibi-
lity of his having really endured such
unkindness, Was éndugh to interest all
her tender feelings; and nothing there-
fore remained to be done, but to think
well of them both, to'defend the con-
dugct of edch, and throw into the ac-
count of accident or mhtake, whag.
evgi~could not be otherwi ise explamed
BalE S K2 . “ Tited
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* “ They have both " said she, beén
vdecelved 1 dare say, jn_some way or
mher, of which we can form no id¢a
Interested people have perhaqws ‘mis-
represented each. to the other. It is,
inshort, impossible forus to conjecture
‘the causes or circuistances which
.may have alienated then, withmlt' ac-

~tual blame on either side.”s -« .

“ Very true, indeed;—and now, my
dear Jane, what have you got to say
in behalf of the interested pcople who
have probably been concerned in the
business?—Do clear. them, tov, .or we
shall be obliged to think ill of some-
body.”

“ Lauvb as much as you cbxpse, but

* you will not langh me dut of ;mmy opi-
nion. My. dearest Liz7y, do hyt.cop-
sider in what @ disgraceful light it
places Mr. Darcy; to be,,treatmg his

?father 8 favburlte in such a\manner,
one, whom hxs father had prohl}g.dfto

provide
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provide for.—~It is jmpossiblé;" No
man of common humanity, no men
wWho had any value for his charactery
could ‘be capable of it. Cdn his most
intimate friends be so excessively de-
ceived in him ? oh! no.”
T can much more easily believe
Mr. Bingley's being imposed on, than
_&}alt,Mr. Wickham should invent such
istory of himself as he gave me last
night; names, facts, every thing men-
tioned without ceremony.—If it be
‘not so, 1t Mr. Darcy contradict. it.
Besides, there was truth-in his looks.”
o lt is’ difficult indeed—it. is dis-
tressmg.——()ne does not know what
'to thivk> o
el by your p&rdon -—one knows
’ékadﬂy what to think.” h
i ' ButJane could think with certainty
6p oily one pomt-~that Mr. Bingley,
if We kad ‘bren lunpmeﬂ on, would
}mw- riuch ‘to séffer when the offair
became pubhc .
K3 "The
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‘The two young ladies weve suii-
moned from the shrubbery where this
cOnversation passed, by the arrival-6f
some of the very persons of :whom
they had béen speaking; Mr.:Bing-'
ley and his sisters came to give their
personal invitation: for the long ex-
pected ball at: Netherfield, whiclkrwas
fixed for the following Tuesday. The'
two ladies were delighted to see thefr:.
dear friend ‘again, - called it an age-
since they had met, and repeatedly
asked what she had been doing with
herself since their separation. * To the”
rest of the family they paid little at--
tention; avoiding Mrs. Bennetas much’
as possible, saying not much to Eliza~.
beth, and nothing at ull to the others.”
They were soon’ gone dgain, rising’
froms their seats with an activity which
fook their brother @y surpﬂse and
hurrying ‘off as if eager' to’ escape
"Trom Mrs. anet s divilitie's -

The~
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‘The prospect of the Netherfield
ball was extremely agreeable to every,,
feinale of the famﬂy Mrs. Bennet
chose to consider it as given in com-
pliment to her‘éldest daughter, and
was particularly flattered by receiving
the invitation from. Mr. Biugley him-
self} instead of a ceremonious card,.
Jane pictured to herself a happy even-

in the society of her two friepds,
and the attentions of their. brother;
and  Elizabeth thought with pleasure.
of dauting a great deal -with Mr.
Wic'.ham, and -of secing a confirma-
tien of every thing in Mr. Darcy’s
look} and behaviour. The happiness
. anticipated by Catherine and Liydia,
depended:iest on any single efent, or:
any, particuldr person, for though t.h_ey;,
each; like Elizabeth,,meant to dynce
h;s,lf the evening vuth Mr. Wickham,
heWwas by.no, iueans the only partner.
who cbuld 4atisfy them, and a ball
K4 was'
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wag at any rate, a ball. And even
Mary could assure her family that
she had no disinclination for it. <4 +
“ While I can have my moroings to
myself,” said she, “ jt is enough.—I
think it no sacrifice 4o join occasion-
ally in evening engagements. Society
has claims on.us all; aed I profess
myself one of those who consndgr mf-
tervals of recreation and amusemént
as des:rab]e for every body.” :
N Elizabeth’s spirits were s0 high .on
the occasion, that though she did.not
often speak unnecessarily to Mr. Cal-
lins, she could not help asking hjm
whether he intended to accept’ Mr,
Bingley’s invitation, and if he did,
whether he would think' it proper; to
join in the evening’s amusement ;. apd
she was rather syrprised to find .thak
he entertained no scraple wjnateyeron,
that head and was, very far from.
- droading a rebuke either from the
' Y " Archbishey,.



{ 201 )

Arehbnhop, or Lady Catherine: Je
Bourgh, by venturing to dance. -+
* W T am by no meansof opinion, I'as-
sure you,” said ke, « that a ball of this
kind, given by.a young man of cha-
racter, to respectable people, can have
any -evil tendency; and I am so far
frofu ‘ébjectihg to dancihg myself that
R *Ehal.l hope to be honoured with" the
hands 'of all my fair counsins in the
course of the evening, and I take this
opportunity of soliciting yotirs, Miss
Elizabeth, for the two first dances es-
pecially;—a preference which T trust
my censin Jane will attribute to the
right cause, and not to any dxbrespec}.
forhef.”

'BHzabeth fclt her«elf comp!etely
takeen ‘in. She had fully proposed
beihg engaged by Wickham for those
very dances:—arfd to have, M. Col-
lins instead !+ her livelinéss had been
ngver worse timed. There was. no.
hel'b for it liowever. M#. Wickhangs

K5  hoppjuess’
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happmess and her own w as per forée
delayed a little longer, and.Mr. Col-
lins’s proposal accepted with ‘as g/od
a grace as she coufil. She was not
the better pleased with his gallantry

from the idea it suggested of some-
thing more.—It now first struck her,
that she was sclected froin amorirr°herw
sisters as worthy of being the mlit,rggs,,
of .Hungford Parsonage, and" of as-
sisting to form a quadrxlle table at
Rosings, in the absence. of more elm-
ble visitors.; The idea soon xeacheg
to-conviction, as she observe'd hxs in-
Lreasing civilities towards hexself, md
heard his frequent attempt at a conl.
pliment on her wit and v:yacnti, and -
ﬂmu"h more a;stomshed than gratxﬁed
hertelf, by ¢his effect of her (.harmg,
it was not long before hcr mqther
-gave her to understand that thre pro-
babllx.ty of their marriage was exceed-
mg!y agreeable to Zer. Lhzabeth how-
éror did not chuse to t'\ke the h’i‘nt

heing- -
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belg well aware that a serious dis-
pote must be the consequence of any
reply. Mr. Collins might never make
the offer, and till he did, it was use-
lese to quarrel @bout him,

If there hiad ot been a Netherfield
ball to prepare ‘for and talk of, the
younger Miss Bennets would have
‘been in a pitiable state at this time,
rer fl’om the day of the invitation, to
the day of the ball, there was such a
succession of Tain as prevented their
walking to Meryton once: No aunt,
no officers, no’ news could be sought
at’ter,-—the very shoe-roses for Ne-
thewfield were got by proxy. Even
E'lwa{)eth night have found some trial
of her patience i’ weather, which
totally suspended the improyement of
ter aéqumntance with M*. Wickhiam;
ahd ‘hothing Ioss than a dancé on
Tueaday, could® ‘tve made such a
Friday, Siturday, bunday and "V[ou-
ﬁy endurable to Kitty and Lydm.

K6 . CHAL-
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CHAPTEI%AXVIIL .
TiLu Elizabeth enteréd the drawing-
room at Netherfield and looked .in
vain for Mr. Wickham among .the
cluster of red coats there assembled,
a doubt of his being present had hevsy”
occurred to her. The certainty of
meeting him had not been checked by
any of those recollections that might
- not unreasonably have alarmed her.
bhe bad dressed with more than usual
care, and prepared in the lug,hestnspl—
rits for the conquest of all that re-
mained unsubduéd of his heart, trust-
ing that it was not more than:might
be won in the course of the evening,
But“in an instant arose the dreadful
suspicion ef hls be‘mg'purposely omit-
ted for Mr. Darcy’s pleasure in. the

Bingley's:
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B‘n;g*ley’s invitation to the officers;
and though this was not exactly the
gage, the absolute, fact of his absence
was pronounced by his friend Mr.
Denny, to whom Lydia eagerly ap-
plied, and who told them that Wick-
ham had been obl_lged to go to town
on.business the day before, and was
not yet returned; adding, with a sig-
nificant smile,

* «J do not imagine his business
would Have called him away just
now; if he had not wished to avmd a
certain gentleman here.”

. 'This part of his intelligence, though
unkeard by Lydia, was caught by
Elizabeth, and as it assured her that"
Parcy was not less answerable fot
chkham s :absence’ than lf- her first-
of daspleas/ure aye;amt the former was
e g sha\'pened by “immediate disap-
pointmtent, that she could hardlyge-

"ply
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ply with tolerable civility to.tlre polite
inquiries.which he directly.afterwards
approached to make.—-Adttention, for;
bearance, .patience \;éth Daycy, was
injury- to Wickham. She was re-
solved -againat any sort of conversa-
tion with him, and turned away with,
a degree of ill humour, which, she

could not wholly surmount even in’
speaking to Mr. Bjugley, whose blin@"

partiality provoked ber..
: But Elizabeth was not fo:med for
Hl-humour; . and, though every pro-
spect of her.own was destroyed for the
evening, it.could not dwell long on
ber spirits; and having told all -her
griefs to Charlotte Lucas, whom she
bad notseen for, a.week, the was scmu
gble to make a volunta"y u'msmon
to the oddities of her cousin, and tp
pomt him out to her partlcular no-
tice. The tWQ ﬁrﬁ dances how evei
bmu,ght a retum .of dlstress*r they

werf,

wa

-
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were dances "of mortification. M.
Collins, awkward and solemm; apolos
gitipg instead of atténding; and often
moving wrong® g}jthoiit being aware
of it, gave her pll the shame and ‘mi-
sery which a disagreeable partner for.
a couple of dances ¢an give. The
_mohnent of her release from hrm was

cxstaéy o
“"She daticed next with an oﬂicer,
and had the refreshment of talking of
chih:lxﬂ, and of ‘hearing that he was
umveisallv tikéd. When those dances
were oter she tetnined to Charlotse
Lucag, -and was in conversation with
her, when she found herself suddenly
"t'('fch'ésééd by Mr. Darcy, who took
her so much by surprise in his appli-
catlon for- *Her”’ hand ’tbaf without
fmowmg what she ‘cﬁd she ncce_pteﬂ
m. 'H¢ wilkerid | gWay ‘again iriinis-
dlately ‘anidy ‘sBe whs deft to fret over
her own' Wilit ‘df presencé of’ m"ni/d ;!

Sabharlottc tried to console her. -,

o I'dare
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.« I dare say you will find himvery
agreeable.”

¢ Heaven forbid |—Z7%at woulg be-
the greatest misforﬁ'kne of all{—To
find a man agreeable whom one is de~
termined to hate !—Do not wish me
such an evil.”

When . the dancing ret.ommonc'ed .
however, and Darcy approached tn
cdim her hand, Charlotte coutd not.
help cantioning her in a whisper not’
to be a simpleton and allow her fancy
for Wickham to make her appéar un-:
pleasant inithe eyes of a mau of ten
times his consequence. Elizabeth”
made no answer, and took her place
in the set, amazed at the dizmily
to which she was arrived:in béing
allowed to stand opposxte to Mr'
Da.rc;, and reading in her neigh-
bours' looks their_egual amazement-
in beholding it ’ﬁ;ey stood for some:
umc without speakmg a’word’; and -

slm(.
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i began to imagine that their si-
lence was to last through the two
danges, and at fiyst was resolved not
to break it; till? suddenly fancying
that it would be the greater punish-
ment to her pariner to oblige him to-
talk, she made some slight observation
on the dance. He replied, and was
silent ,again, After 8 pause of some-
minutes she. addressed him a second
time wnh ; .

- “ It is "your turn to say: somethmg
now, Mr. Darcy.—1 talked about the
dance, and you ought to. make some;
kind of .remark on the size of the
room, or the number of couples.”

.Hessmiled, and assured her that
whatevershe vished him to sayshoulcl .
be paid.: . -

% Very well. -—Thmt r'bply \nH do
ferauw pregent.Perfiaps by and bye
Ihay obsgive’ That iprivaté balls are-

guch pleasanter than publie oneq.-r-

i1t nmr we mav he silent.”

. “."Bp.
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“ Do you tadk by rulelth'ény while
yau :are dancing:”

4 Sometimes. . Ong must spegk.aa
little, you know., I(Q would look odd
to be entirely silent for half.an bour
together, and yet for, the advantage of .
some, conversation onght to be so
arranged as that they may bhave-the
trouble -of saying as, lntﬂe as posm-
ble.”. \ .

“ Are you cousu]tmg your own
feelings in -the present case, or do
you imagine. that youw are. gratlfymg
mine ¥ .

. * Both,” rephed Ehzabetb archly 3

“ for 1 have always seen a great imi-

larity in the.turn of our mindse—We,
1are each of an unsocial, tacitarn. dis-

position,- unwilling to speak,. unlegs

we expect to* gay something that will .
amaze the whelé room, and be band-.
-ed .down. to:posigri ty ﬂu‘tvh‘ gl the. ectat

of e proverb.”. s o o ios

“ TNI’A,
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1¥Fhis -8 no-very striking- resem-,
blance of your own character,- I axq
suee,? spid hent ‘\gbw nearit may be
té-mine, Leanwot prétend to say.—You
think' it-a faithfal. portrait undoubt-
edly.” : . > :
“ I must not decide on myown per-
formance.” -+ C e
He nadeno-answer, and they were
again silent till they had gone down
the dance,; when ‘he ‘asked her if she
and her sisters did not very often walk.
to. Meryton. 'She answered: in the
affirmative, and, unable to resist the-
temptation, added, “ When you' met,
us ‘there the other: day, we had just
«been forrning 2 new acquaintance.”
The efféct whs immediate. A deeper
shrade of hauteur overspread his fea-
tures, ‘but he )said“mt)a‘ word, «and
Elizdbeth, thou ‘plip’i-ng herself for
er ownlivglEncds; could, mot go on..
t length Daircy spoke, and ina ccfn{
s*rained manner said, .- .
Co “ e
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1 MY, erkhamrsmessed’wnn'kucn
happr ¥nanners ‘as thay’ ensure ‘his
making friendsi-whethér he may be
equally mpsame oft mtmmg them £
less certain.” i

«:He:has been no unlucky as-to
lose your friendship,” rephed Eliza-
beth withr emphasw, “s#nd in'a an.
ner which be is lxke}y to suﬁ‘er frdm
all his life.”

Darcymade no an’swer,'mid seemed
desirous of changiiig the subject. At
that moment Sir William Ldcas ap-
peared close to them; meaning to pass

.through the set te the other ‘side of
the room; but on perceiving Mr.
Darcy he stopt with a bow *ofsn'pendr o
courtexy to comp‘hment‘ bim’ i his
dancimg and ki3 partner P

“q liave begaln ‘fhost liruhi‘y gi'aﬁﬁeﬂ%
mdeed my: d@ﬁk “Saiph ‘Vei'y sat

-perior ‘damseing ‘s noét' eifﬂm"wen: ‘Hf .
Lm?»Vldent that you-belerigtd thie fira¥

circles.
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cnroh:u Allow . me tp 83y, however,,
that your fair, partner does. not. disg *
grece you, and- that I mpst- hope to
have, this pleasure bften repeated, es-
pecially when a certain desirable
event, my dear MISS Eliza, (glancing
at her sister and Bu_xgley,) shall take
place. What eongratulations will then
flow in} 1 appeal to Mr. Darcy:—
but let me not interrupt you, Sir.—
You. will not thank me for detaining
you from the bewitching converse of
that yoang lady, whose bright eyes
are also upbraidingme.” .. @, -

. . The latger part of- tlns address was
scuc&ly beard, by . Darcy; but Sir
Wll,lmm sallusiou to h;s friend seemed
to, stpike lqm’forc;bly, and. his eyes
were directed.with a very s serions ex-
pression. towards Byml *and. Jane,
who ,were dancing -tofether. Reco-
vcr g h‘n w&ﬁt'.' shbrtly, he_
‘turned 4 ‘partoer, and.said; fo,

« Slr
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- %8ir 'William’s rinterruption’.has
made me forget what we were talking
QfY -

«I de not think we were speaking
~atall. Sir William could not havein-
tetrupted any two people in the room
who had less to say for themselves.—
We- have tried two or three- subjects
already without success,and what we
are to talk of next I eannot imagine.”

“ What think you of boo!\si‘" sald
he, smiling. -

“ Books—Oh ! no.—I am sure' we
never read the ‘same, or not mth the
same feelings.” -~ ., -

“I am sorry you think seo; but* if
that be the case, there can-at leﬁst be
no wantiof subjett.—Wemay compare
our different opimions.” = v o

“.No—1 vemnot’ talk of booke inv'a
ball-room; mjthead is always-fell of

. something g
. ot The present always deriipies:you
- in
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in “!mchc acehes—-ﬂdoes it? alud her
witha look of doubt. ... - oo

. “Xes, alwayy” she rephed wnth-
out. kmowing whut she.said; for her
thoughts had wandered far from: the
subject, as seon afterwards appeared
byher sudderﬂyexolaunmg, “lremem-
bex hearing you.once say, Mr. Darcy,
that you hardly ever..forgave, that
your "resentinent  once created was
unappeasable. You .are very -cau-
tious, I 3uppose, as to its baing ene-
ated,” EUEETI

] am,” said he, wrth a;ﬁ.rm vaiee,

« And, never allow yourself to be
blinded by prejudice ?”.

« 1 hepenot.”.

,,.lt 18 pfﬁucularly ncumbent on
those who neyver, Lhaagg theiv opx-
nion, 19 be secyre szyﬁamg Pwpgﬂy
atdirst.”,. i,

.« Mer:_:l'y
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“ Merely to the illustration of )om‘
éphraeter " said she, endeavouring to
"shake off her gravity. “ I am tyying

to make it out.” ? !

“ And what is your success?”

She shook her héad. “ I do not
get on at all. I hear such different
accounts of you as puzzle me, ex-
ceedingly.” d

“I can readxly believe,” anstvered
he gravely, “ that report may vary
greatly with respect to me; and I
could wish, Miss Bennet, that you
were not to sketch my character at
the present moment, as there is rea-
son to fear that the performance
would reflect no credit on either.”

, “But if I do not takeuyom hkeness@
now, I mpay never have another oppor-

tmm L} !
« 1 would bhno means suspend any
pleasure of 113 j repliel.

hq sa!d no miore, a}l‘u- n'e;r went *
Y dowq
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down the other dance and parted{j
silence; on each side dissatisfied,
though not to an’i-equal degree, for in
Darcy’s breast there was a tolergble
powerful feeling towards her, which
soon procured hter pardon, and di-
rected all his anger-against another.

. They had not long separated when
Miss Bingley came towards her, and
with art expression of civil disdain
thus accosited her,

“ 8o, Miss Eliza, I hear you are
quite delighted with George Wick«
ham !—Your sister has been talking
to me about him, and asking me a’
thousand questions; and I find that
othe yotng mau forgot to tell you,
among his other cominunications, that
he was the son of old Wickbham, ’the
late Mr. Darcy’s stewsfd. Let me
recommen .ygg.,};owe 2ny a8 a friend,
not to givé famlicit confldénce to 3
his. assertiens ; for s to M. Darcy’s

VOL. I. L' using
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kising him ill; it is perfectly fulse; Yof.
ofi the contrary, he has been always
remarkably kind 46 ‘him, though
George Wickham 'has treated Mr.
Parcy in a most infamous manner. 1
do not know the particulars, but 1
know very well that Mr. Darcy is not
in the least to blame, that he vannot
bear to hear George Wickhany, nien-
tioned, and that though my:brother
thought he could not “ell avoid in-
cluding him in his invitation to the
officers, he was excessively glad. to
find that he had taken himself out of
the way. . His coming into the coun-
try at all, is a most insolent thing in-
deed,. and I wonder.how he could,
presume to do it. " 1. pity youw; Miss
Eliza, for.this discovety of your- fa-
vourite’s gt but really considening
his descent, \pne cpuld ot expect
uoh betterl”
“ His gyilt and his dexent appear
. .- by

\
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hy*Yyour accouut to be the same,” spid
Elizabeth angrily ; « for I have hearl
you accuse him ¢f nothing worse thin
of being the son of Mr. Darcy’s stew-
ard, and of ¢hat, l can assure you, he
informed me himself.”

“1 beg your pardon,” replied Miss
Bingley, turtting away with a sneer.
“ Exquse my interference.—It was
kindly meant.”

“ Jusolent girl " said Elizabeth to
herself.—* You are mnch mistaken*
if you expect toinfluence me by such
a paltry-attack as this. 1 see no-
thing in it but your own wilful igno-*
ranc€ and the malice of Mr. Darcy.”

.She tlren sought Jher eldest .sister,
wli6 had' undertaken to make inqui-
ries on the same subject af Bingley.
Jane -inet her with a°sffitle of sueh
sweet complaeepcy, o glow of such
l}al’)‘py e.x]!fé;\’l‘o"n, as\ sufficiently
marked how. well “she wys satimﬁ{éfi‘T
‘L2 e wiglf’
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th occurrences of the evening.—El-
adoeth instantly read her feelings,
and at that moment solicitude. far
Wickham, resentment against his ene-
mies, and every thing else gave way
before the hope of Jane’s being in the
fairest way for happiness. :
“ I want to know,” said she, awith a
countenance no less smiling than her
sister’s, “ what yon have learnt about
Mr. Wickham. But .perhaps you
bave been -too pleasantly. engaged to
think of any third person; in which
case you may be sure of my parden.”
“ No,” replied. Jane, “ I have. net
forgotten him ; but I have nothiiig sa-

tisfactory to tell "yop. - Mr: Bingley

does not know the whele of higthisto-
ry, and is qiite igaorant of the gir-
cynistances™Vwhich  have principally
offended Mr\Darcy;. haut; he will
\q\uch for ¢he good’cﬁ?&}qﬁ, th\a;'iro—
bty and hopour of his:friend, and is
perfectly
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pétfectly convinced that Mr. Wgcl{
ham has deserved. mnuch’ less: attenu
tior} from: Mr. ﬂarcy than he has Ye-
ceived; and I am’ sorry to say that
by his account as well as his sister’s,
Mr. Wickhamn is by no' means a re-
spectable young man. I:em afraid
he has been‘very imprudent, and has
‘deserved -to lose Mr. Darcy’s regard.”
« My. Bingley doés not know Mr
“Wickham himgelf ?”
- *Noy: ‘he never saw him:till the
other morning at Meryton.”
-+ “'This accounrt then is what hehas
received-from Mr. Darcy. 1am pers
fectly satisfied. ' ‘But what does he
say of the’living ¥
' «iet does ot exact.ly recollect the (
cirowmstances; though he has heard
‘them frorh Mrs Darbiy more than once,
‘b!it he believes: thet it was left to him
cmdzuow.yrmly » e
S | hzwe!!notﬂa"douht of Mr. B‘i'ng__
L3 153!.0
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ky‘b sincevity,” said Elizabeth warni-
ly’ “ but you m,u\t excuse my noi
being convinced by assnrances only.
‘Mr. Bingley's defence of his friend
was a very able onel dare say, but
since he is unacquaited with several
parts of the story} and has learnt the
rest from that friend hitnself, 1 dhall
“venture still 'to thmk of both gentle-
wen as I did before.” :

" She then changed the discourse to
one more gratifying to each, and on
which there could he no difference of
sentiment. Elizabeth ‘listerred with
«delight to the happy, though modest
hopes which Jane entertained of
Bingley’s regard, and said all®in her
y.power 'to heighten her ‘confidence 'in
it. . On their being joined by  Mr.
Bingley hinself Elizabeth withdréw
to Miss Lucats:‘ to whogmmquiry after
e pleasantngss of her last partner
slrg had sc.u'cely replied, before Mr.
- Collins
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L o‘lhus came up to them and told her
with great exultation that he had m‘st
Leen so fortunate as to make a most
iportaut discovery.

“1have fouud out,” said he, “ by
a singular acc ulont, that there is now
in the room a near lelatl(m‘ of my pa-
trosess. 1 happened to overhear the
‘gentleman himself mentioning to the
young.lady who does the honours of
this. house the names of his cousin
Miss de Bourgh, and of her mother
Lady *Catherine. How wonderfully
these sort of things occur! Who
would have- thought of my-. meetmg
with—perhaps—a rephew of Lady
Catherine de Bourgh in this assem-
‘bly !—) .am*most thankful ¢hat the
drbcoveny is.made in time for me t&\
.pay'my respects to him; which I ame
now going to do aud trust he will ex-
Quse my not “having doper it before.
My total i lfruomus,e ofthe ronnez)lon-
 tust plead my apology,y

b\
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5, # You ‘ate not gomg to mtrodhce
your§elf 1o Mr. Darcy ¥ A
- %“Indeéd T am. I shall mtreat his
'pﬂrdmf fornot havingdone’it eartier.
Tbelieve him to be Lady C’xtherm‘es
nephew. Tt will be jn my power to
assure him' that her’ ladyship wis
quite well yestérday se’irmght"“"
Elizabeth 4ried hatd to- Jiswdﬂe
him from such '3 sthethe’ ahﬁurmg
#irii that: My, Darcy’ woiﬂ"& Eonsider
his addressmg him withest introdiic-
tion as an impertinent freedom; rather
thai’ a compliment to his aunt; that
it was not in the Jeast nét:essgry there
should ‘be arly notice’ on ‘eithér side,
and that if it were, it must“belnhgto
Mr. Derty, the'dupertor ‘i &dnde=
’quence, to' begih ‘thé acqxraintiin’cé s2 3
. Mr. Collins-listerled ' fo" ﬁer‘wiﬂi‘tﬁe
determined air’ oi' folkowing’ ‘hig oWh
juclination, ‘dnd * when' #he’' ceaséd
ﬁ&akmg, rep éﬂ‘ﬂiu’* S
, “ MY‘
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s My dear Miss Ehzahg.th, I bave
the highest opinion in the, wo:k}af
your excellent judgment in all matieis
wnthm the scope of your understand-
ing, but permit me to say that there
must be a wide difference between
the established 'forms of ceremony
amongst, the laity,’ and those which
regulate the clergy.f for give me leave
to obssarve that 1 cansider the clerical
oﬁce as equal in pomt of dignity with
-tbe lughesi; rank in the kipgdom—
prov:ded that a proper humility of be-
ha\loux is at the same time main-
Ia;ued. You mnst therefore allow
me fo f aw t,he dlctates of my con-
scnence on thig gccasian, whwh leads
me to perfoum what I look gn as a
poxp; of duty.. Pa,rde me for negA,
lggtmg to grpﬁtby Your alvice, wh;ch

. every,. ot}ue; snblecg »hajl
my constant guide, pboqgh in the
case before ns'l o 1 myself more
S
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fitted by education and habitual stydy
to decide :on what is right' than a
:young lady like yoursel.” And witl
a low bow he left hér to astack’ Mr.
Darcy, whose. reception of his ad-
vances she’ eagerly watched, and
whose astonishment at being so ‘ad-
dressed was very evident. Her rou-
sin prefaced bis speech with a seleinni
bow, and though shé could nok hear
a word . of -it, she felt as if hearing it
all, and saw in the motion af his lips
the words “apology;”:* Hunsford,”
and “ Lady Catherme de Bourgh.”—
Tt vexed her to see him gxpose himself
to such a man: Mr. Darcy: was eye-
ing him with unrestrained ' wonder,
and when at last'Mer..Celling alldwed-
him time4o speak; replied with an air
of digtant ctvility..: Mr.- Colliris-how-
evér, was not discourdged from-speak-
ing again, and Mr. 'Derey¥ contempt
spemed abundantly -increasing . with

the
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the length of his second speech, ayd
at the end of it he only made himwa
slight bow, and moved another way.
Mirs Collins theén returned - to - Eliza-
beth. e
... I'have no teason, I assure you,”
said.he, *“to be dissatisied with my
reception. . Mr. Darcy seemed much
*pleased with the attenjion.. He an-
swered me with. the utmost- civility,
‘ond:eveh paid me the compliment of
saying, thathe was:so:well canvineed
" of :Liady- Catherine’s: discernment’ as
10 be certain .shae could. never bestow
u fmonr uawonthily: - At was really:a .
very- "handsenie tiought.r Upon the
whale; [ anx much:pleased with him.”
+ A8 Eligabeth bifd'no’longey any in-
‘terest ef hekowinto purgue she: tumad‘\
heriatténtion - ahnost:onﬁre}y
sister-and. Mr.,Bmgloy, and the tfa/'
of . agreeable: Mecﬁoﬂm which het
vbservatibns’ gave. lbm:l\to, made\‘}‘l‘g;t
L6 perfiaps
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perhaps almost as ‘happy as Jane.
She saw her in idea settled:-in that
YélgleQus;'e inall the felicity which a
matiage of true affection could’ be-
stow; and she felt capable under such
circomstances, of endeavouring even
to: like  Bingley's two sisters. Her
mother’s thoughts she.plainly saw
were hent the same way, and she de-
texmined not to-venture near het, lest
she might hear too much, . When:they
sat down 1o supper, therefore;: she
sonpidered - it a most anlucky per-
yersaness which. placed . themwithin
mne of each other; and. deeply was
" ahe vexed.to find that her motherwas
talking to that one person (Lady La-
cas) freplys iopestlysiand .of imothing
Zelse bt of ther expactation that Jane
would, be.spon mervied td. M, Bing-
Jey—It ,wes a0 ahigatingeibject,
and. Mrs.sﬁemt ied.intapable, of
&tmne while. /cnumexatmg; she :advan-
tagt%s‘
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tages of the match. His bein shvh
a charming young man, andso rich, -
andg living but three miles from theni,
were the first ‘points-of selfgratula:
tion'; and then it wds-such ‘a'conifort
to think how' fond the two sisters
were of Jane, and to be certain that
they must desire ‘the connection #s
' much as she could-do. . It was, moré-
over; such a promising thing for her
youngérdaughters, as Jane’s marrying
s0' greatly must throw them in the
way of other rich men} and lastly, it
.was 80, pledsant-at her time of life to
be able ‘to comsign +her single daugh-
tetw to . the care Of their sister, that
che ywight not be ebliged to go into
.gortspany norethanshe liked. It was
nedersaity tp miake -this eidcumstance
amattelof pleashoe; bediuse op 8
-pcopsions. 4t/ipr the etiquette { ' bullno
:ond lm&m‘z“ly thah: Mrs.> Benmet
to find gomfbrt. in:staying at horfwy,_gi;:
Yoy
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ény period of her life. Sheconcluded
with many good wishes that Lady
Lucas might soon be equally fortu-
nate, though evidently and triumuph-
antly believing -there was 1o’ chance
of it. C
~.In vain did Elizabeth endeavour to
check the rapidity of -her mother’s
words, or persnade her.to . describe’
her felicity in a less andible whisper;
for to her inexpressible .vexation, she
conld perceive that the-chiefof it wvas
overheard by Mr. Darcy; who.sat ep-
pogite to them.  :Her mother. only
scolded her for being nonsensical. .- 1
"« What is. Mr. Darcy-to me, pray,
that I should be.afraid:of him? 1.am
sure we, owe hial .no.such particalar
civility as-to be. obligml to sap mothing
]zc mp,y not hike to: Bear P nita
v For heaven’s sake adang'q:ea.k
lowerHWhat‘ advantege can itbe o
JYou to offend Mz.:Darcy2You, will

nevee.
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hever recommend yourself tolrisfriend

by so doing.”: -
. Nothing that she could say, how-
evet, had any influence. Her: mother
would talk of her views in thé same
intelligible tone. Elizabeth blushed
and blushed again with shame and
vexatjon. She could not help fre
quently glaneing her eye at Mr. Dar
cy, though every glance convinced
her of what she dreaded; for though
hewas wot always leoking at her mo-
ther, she was vonvineed that his at-
tention, ‘was invariably fixed by:her.
The :expression of his face changed
gradually - from .indigttant contempt
toa’ gomposged and steady gravity. -
At length’ however Mrs.. Bennet
badi nongore to:say’y .and Lady Lucas,
who had béenilong yadvning ,@%B

mpeta‘tm ‘of. d’ehghts which she

flo ﬁkehbood.ﬂfahmng, was left to
the comforts of ﬁeqld him-and: chicken
\  Elizatleth

'
0 . -
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Elizabeth now began to revive.. Rut
not long was the interval of tranqnuil-
hty, for when supper was over, sing-
ing was talked of, and she hads the
mortification of seeing Mary, afier
very little entreaty, prepanng to oblige.
the company. By many significant
looks and silent entreaties, did .she
endeavour to prevent.such a proof of
_complaisance,—but in vain; -Mary
would not understand them; such an
opportunity of exhibiting was dehghL
ful to her, and she began her song.
Elizabeth’s eyes. were fixed ;on. her
with most painful sensations; and.she
watched her progress through the se-
veral stanzas withanimpatience whick
was very ill _rewarded at their gloge; *
for Mary, on receiving amengst the
.thanks of tlie table, the,bipt of 3 hope
she might be. pre§mled,,pp to. fa~
vour them W after tha pause of
_halfa mmntebem anofher. Mary's

powers



po'ﬂ;ers Were' by no mesins’ fittedfor'
such a'display; her voice was weak,
and her manner’ affected.—Elizabeth
wiis in agomes She looked at'Jane,
10 see how she ‘bore it; but Jane was’
very’ composedly talkmg to Bingley.
She looked at his two sisters, and saw’
them makmg- signs of derision at each-
other, and at Darcy, who continwéd"
however | hipenetrably grave. " She’
looked it her father to entreat his in:-
terfarence; lest Mary should be shig-
ingall night. - He tock the hint, and
when Mary had- ﬁmsiied her seéon&
song, said atound, SRR
-« That will do extietnely well chi’!ﬂ
You have delighted us long enough.
" Lt the other’ ymmg" 1ad1es hwe tlme
to‘exhibit:"
~Mary, tﬁbugh’ pl‘éténding n@t,to
heat,” wag ‘sovaewhat - dtsconcertéd
ald Eﬁ’nbeth gotty fon her, and sorry
~for her fathier's speéch, was afraid [iex.
anxiely

-
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anxiety had done no good.—Others
of the party were now applied to.

& If 1,” said Mr. Collins, “ weee g0
fortunate. as to be able to sihg, 1
should have great pleasure, L am sure,
in obliging the company with an air;
for I. cohsider music as a very inno-
cent diversion, and perfectly compa-
tible with the profession of a clergy-
man.—I do not mean however to as-
sert that- we can: be justified in de-
voting too much of eur time'to music,
for there are certainly other things to
be attended:to.. The rector.of.a pa-

.rish has much to do.~—In, the first
placc, he must make such an dgree-
ment for tythes as may be beneficial
to Limeelf and not offeisive to his pa-’
tron. He nust write his owa: sex-
mons; and the time that remaius will
not be too mnch for hgs paush duties,
and the care and mlproovement of Bis

.dwvellmg, whu h he cannot.be excused’

a ’ frot

&
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from making as comfortable a8 powsi:
ble. 'And 1 -do ‘not think it of light
importance that he should have atten-
tive ‘and conciliatory manmers '’ to-
wards every boqy, espéeciatly towands
those to whom die owes his prefer-
‘ment. 1 cannot acquit him -of that
duty; mor could I think well of -the
man ‘who should omit an occasion'vf
testlfymg his respect towards any
body-connected withthe family.” And
with:a bow to Mr. Darcy, he con-
cluded" his speech, which had been
spokensgo loud as to' be heard by
half the ro6m.-—Many stared.—Many,
gmiled; butno onelooked more amu-
'sed than Mr. ‘Bennet himself, while
his -wife seriously commended M.
Collins for kraving 'spoken so sensibly,
arid ‘observed in a-half-whispet to-
Lady Lmpas, that'he was a remark-
afsly clever, good kind: of.youn« man.
m___o, Elizabeth ilbappea{ed that g’}df
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‘her: fauily amade un agreement ‘tb ‘éx-
pose thempelves as much asthey.could
during /the .evening, it would huve
heen. impossible for »them to play their
parts with more spirit, or finer -suc-
cess;, and -bappy .did -she think it for
Bingley and her sister that some of
the exhibition had escaped his nétice,
apd, that his feelings were not of a- sort
to_he.much . distressed by the. folly
which he must have witnessed: - That
bjs. two sisters-and:Mr. Darcy, dow
e¥er, should have such ai opportunity
of; pidicunling ,her; relations Wwas “bad
.enough, and she.qounld not teternsimd
whether the: silent contempt: of’ the
gentleman, or the-insalent snriles::of

the ladies, wete-more intelexable: <
The rest of the everibg livoughther:
little amnsement;: . Sherwas benzed: by
Wl.r Collins, -who;continnert mibst per.-.
severingly by her side,ugmdﬂ:hdughh
,copld not prevail: with!-herito dange
withe
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with him-again, put it owt.of her poweér’
to dance with others. In'vain did'shs
entreat him to stand up with sonte.
body ‘else, and offer to introdude ‘it
to-any young lady in tlie roomn. ‘He
assured her thatias to dancing, 'he
was perfectly indifferent ta it: that
lus chief object was by delicate atten?
tions to recommend himself to her;
and that. he should therefore make a
poitif -of . remaining ‘close to lier the
whole evebing. < There was no argid
ing npost:such a project. - She owed
her greatest: relief: to. herfriend Miss
Laxcas, wkho -often joined them, and .
goodfiatnredly engaged” Mr. Collins’s
, conyersation: to-herself.
She!was-iat deast free:from "the of-
femce:-of ‘Mr» Darcy’s fartlier notice;
tholgh.often Jsta&dmgumthm a very-
shoqt distance: of her, quite disent
gaged;he nevgr came near.eiough to
t;gg!_'n_.; She-felt itto. be the proba,hle

. consequence



( 238 )

consequence of her-allasions to ‘Mr.
Wickham, and rejoiced in it.

-#The Lionghourn party were thé last
of all the company to depart; and by
a manccuvre of Mrs, Bennet had to
wait for their carriages a quarter of
an hour after every body else was
gone, which gave themt time- té see
how heartxly’they were wished away
by some of the family. Mys. Hurst
and her sidter scarcely ‘opened- their
mouths-except te complain of fatigue,
and were evidently impatientto have
thre house to theinselves. - ‘Fhey  re-
pulsed every attempt of Mrs. Bennet
at conversation, and by so -doing,
threw a languor pver'the whole pdrty, .
which Wwas very little velieved: by the
long ‘speeches of Mr. Collins, ‘who
<vas- complintenting'Mr! Bingley and
his s1sters on, thié elegance of their. en-'
tertainment, and the: hpspmt&hty and_
[');mteness whlch ‘had “inarked - theit

behayour "
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Leldiviour to their guests. . Darcy said”
nothing at all. Mr. Bennet, in. equal
silence,- was enjoying the scene. M.
Bingley and Jane were standing toge-
ther, a little detyched from the rest,
and talked only to, each other. Eliza-
beth preserved as steady a silence as
either Mrs. Hurst or Miss Bingley;
and even Lydia was too much fa-
tigued” to utter more than the occa-
sional exclamation of * Lord, how’
tired I ami!” accompanied by a vio-
lent:yasn. .

. Wheniat length they arose to take
leave, Mrs.;Bennet was most pressing- .
ly citil inher-hope of seeing the whole
fumiily «800n- at::Longbourn; and ad-
(lvesseduherself particularly to. Mr.
Bingley, to assure him how happy.he
weuld make them, by eating a fomily
‘diuner.with them at any time, without
tlfé cereum& .of a formal, invitation.
Blmrley was gl gratdul pleasure, apd

- " Te
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he readily engaged for taking the ‘ear-
liest opportunity of waiting on her,
after his return from London, wltither
he was obliged to go the next day
for a short time.

Mrs. Bennet was perfectly satisfied;
and quitted the house under the de-
lightful persuasion that, allowing for
the necessary preparations of settle-
ments, new carriages and, wedding
clothes, she should undoubted]-y see
her daughter settled at Netherfield, in
the course of three or four ‘menths.
Of having another daughter married

. to Mr. Collins, she thought yith equal
certainty, and with considetable,
though notequal, pleasure. Elizabeth ,
was the least dear to ‘her of all her
children; xgnd though the man and tlie
mateh were- quite" good -emsugh for
her, the worth’ of each wgs- eclipsed
by Mr. Bingley and Netherfield.

CHAR"
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CHAPTER XiX. .
. v

Tue next day opened a new, scene at
Longbqurn. ,Mr. Collins made his
declaration in form.. Hawving resolved
to do ‘lt without loss of time, as his
leave of absence extended ounly to the
following *Saturday, and having no
feelings of diffidence to make it dis-
tressing fo himself even at the mo-
ment, he set.about it in a very order- -
ly manner, with all the ebservances
which he supposed a regular part of
‘the business. On finding Mrs! Ben-
uet, Elizabeth, and one of the younger
girls together, soon after .breakfhst,
he addressed the maother in these:
words, .

" May I hope, Madam, for your ivs -
1ePeST With your fair daughter EMza-

voL. L M - . beth,
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Leth, wlien I solicit for the honour of
a private audience with her i the
‘course.of fhis' mommg Fa v
. Before Elizabeth had time for any
thing;but a blush Jof surprise, Mrs.

Bennet instantly unswered,

;: %Oh dear!—Yes—certainly.—Jam
sure Lizzy will be very happy—1 am
sure she can have wo obhjettion.—
Gome, Kitty, I want you. up-gtairs.”
And gathering her work together, she
swas hastening away, when. Elmabet.h
called out,

- # Dear‘ Maain, do aot go.-—-I beg
you will -pot go.—Mr. Collins must
excuse me.—He cau Lave nqthing to
say to e that any‘body. need nof
hear. ' 1 gm going away myself.”. -

* % No,. BO, BOUSENSC,; Limycﬂ—l»dﬁ-
‘sire you will stay- where you are,”—
And upon hhzq,beths seunmg teally,
with vexed and embartassed leoks,
'abbut to.escape, sheadded, LRy, L

. znsm‘

!

‘\
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ms:ist'upou your staying and hearing
Mr. Collins.” .

" Elizabeth would not oppose such

on m_;m:cﬂon-—gnd a moment’s con-

“tiion making her also sensible

wonld be wisest to get it over

+wop and.as quictly as possible,

= »at dewn again, andstried to con-

b¥iucessant employment the feel-

mgs whidh were divided between dis-

tress and® diversion. -Mrs. . Bennet

and Kitty walked off, and as soan as
they were gone Mr. Collins began..

“ Believe me, my dear Miss Eliza-
Lieth, sthat your modesty, o far from
doing ypu any disservice, rather adds
“fo your other perfectious. You'would
have been less amiable iy my eves
had there nol been-this-little until-
liugness ; but allow me tq assure you
that I have yaur, ‘respecteds mother’s
‘pernfission “for this address, You-
d}ﬂm dly doubt the purport o/ my

M2+ discourse,
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dnscourse, however your natural ‘de-
ilcacy may lead yau to dlSSPl’ﬂb]G\
my attentions have been too markled
to be mistakén. Almost as soon as 1
entered the house I*singled you out
as the companion ‘of my future life.
But before I am run away with by my
feelings on this bubject perhaps it
will be advisable for me to stote nry
. reasons for marrying—andmbreover

for" cominj' into Hertfdrd,shn‘e ‘with
the~ design of selectmg a thfe as i
certamly did?” ;

The idea of Mr. Coﬂms, with all
his solemn  compostiré, bemg iin
away with by his feeliigs, made Eli-
zabetk s0 nédr idughl”‘g“ that “the
could ot use the ‘short paiise hé ‘al-
1owed in'dn Y, Et(émpt‘to B‘tb‘p hifi’ i{ar-
‘ther, and hé continued; * 7

. My reas(ms 'for tiafryidg ar & s,

. that T think it &' rightShins fot’ evety
fclesgyman in eady cittiifhstaieca-dike

myself)
2 f)
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mysel'f) to set the example of' mati-
wony in his parish. Secondl\ that
1 am’cpnvmccd it will add very great-
ly to' my happiness; and tlurdly—-
which perhaps T ought’ to have men-
tioned earlier, that it is the part'lcular
advice -and recompendation of the
veryhoble lady whom I have the ho-
nour, of calling patrofess. Twice
has she ndescended to give me her
opinioi (gmasked too!) on this sub-
ject; and 1t was but the very Satur-
day mgﬁt before Ileft Hunsford—be-
tween our, pools at quadnlle, while
Mrs. Jenkmqon was arranging Miss '
de; Bourgh’s foot-stool, that she said,
¢ Mr, Collins, you munst marry. A
elex,gyman like .you..must marry.—
Chuge - propetly, chus,e e gentlewo.
man for my sake; and for your oum,
let; jher. bes an active,. useful sort of
. persoq, not hwught up high, but able
tp make a small income go a 2:3«1
n3 _ v Gwaw
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way. *Chis is my advice.  Findesbeh
#woman as soon a¥ you cam, bring
her to Hunsford, and, I will' visithier.’
Allow me, by 'the way; to'chservé, 1ny
fair ¢ondit, that'T do,not reckon the
noti¢erand kindness of Lady Cathe-
rine de Bonrgh ag among the least of
the advantages in my power to ofier.
You will find her manners beyond
any thing 1 ean descrlbc;“'}ind ‘your
wit and vivacity 1 think mdsttbe ac-
ceptable to her, especialty ivhen tem-
pered with the’ silence: and*regpect
which her rank will inevitably excite.
*Thus much’ for ' my generdl. intention
in favour of matrimony; it vematas to
be told why my. views, ‘were direeted
to Longhourn® ‘instead of- my:  Gwh
neighbourkood, whére 1 nssure:ysh
there are tﬁéhyai'ﬂifable‘yming WOIBHN.
But the fact.is, that being;'as 1 aim, to
itherit’ ‘this estabe‘aﬂegvthé ddath ‘of
woug honoured fa famer' (who, ho)

mary
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may.live many years longer,) ¥ could
not satisfy myself without resolving
tq chuse awife ftom among his daugh-
ters, *that the loss to..them mjght pe
s little as possible, when the welan-
choly event takes place—which, how-
ever, as 1 have already said, may not
be for several years. This has been
iny. motive, my fair cousin, and I flat-
ter myself jt. will not sink me in your
egtees:n" And. now. nqthmg remains
forsne bk to assure yon, in the .most
animated, language of. the violence of
my:; affegtion. .. To fortupe I am per-
foctly indifferent, and shall make no.
demdnd of that nature on your father,
. sincerd, am. well aware that it could
‘not. be complmd w;th, and that, ope
tbousand. pounds.ip the g,pf;r_gepts.
which. will not be yours till after-your
mather’s decease, is all that you may
ever be entitled, to,. On. that head,
tberefore, -} ghall be pmforml} sllﬂ;t.,
M4 gjnd
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dfid yoli may aksure-yourself that'ne
ungenerous reproach shall ever pass
my-lips when we are mamed SO

Tt was ab#ofutely necessary tb in-
terrupt him' now.

- "'You are too hasty, Sir,” she cried.
“You forget that I have made no an-
awer. Let me do it ‘without faﬂher
Toss of time. « Accept my thanks ‘far
the compliment you are pavmg' me.
Fam very sensible of the” hd;%uiwf
your proposdls; but it is irﬂfiots%ﬂ»
for me to do otherwise-than "ddtHie
the,mn ST P A TS R VISP

‘T ani'nét now to ‘Teakn!® “i'e’p“e&
Mr Collins;’ with a fornfal’ wavé' of
the hand, “that it’i§ usyat withsyoug
Tadies t6 réject the addresses “of tHé

‘man whoth ,they secretly‘nieﬁn fm ‘at
cept, when " hé” first apphefs ‘for ‘their
favour; 'and ﬂla't ‘sometimes thé' réfii
phl'is repe‘afed a seooﬂﬂ 'or bVefid

" thiisd _time. ' T ‘4iné ihex’efére ’ﬁ’z_‘ﬁa

g means
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mgans discouraged by what you have
just said, and shall hope to lead you
tp the altar ere’long.” . ]
“ Upon my word, Sir,” cried Eli-
zabeth, * your hope is, rather an X~
traordinary one after my declaration.
I do assure you that I am not one of
those .young ladies (if such young
‘ladies there are) whoare so daring as
to risk theix happiness on the chance
J o‘f,l)gnwkgg a second time. I am
perfectly’serious in my refusal.—You
cauld :mot make me happy, and I am
convinged that I am the last woman
in the world who would make you so.,
——Nuy, were your friend Lady Ca.-
therine to. know me, 1 am persuaded
“she would. fivd me in, every respect
ill, q_nahﬁed for, the gitnagion.” .
oy Wigre it certain that tady C.athe-
rmq, would thmk 50, said Mr Col-
llﬂg wg'ylgmzely-—“ but ¢ann0t ima-,
at,{m, ,lmlyg;up .would at a.u ,

5 _ dlsar
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disappspve of yeu. And you may
be certam that when I have:the hp-
nour of seeing her again Ishall speak
in «“fhe.highest terms.of your-modesty,
gconomy, and othef. amiable qualiﬂu&; .
’tions.?’; o ¢ I PO
i+ # Indeed, Mr. Colfins, all praise of
me will be unnecessary., ~Youn musi
give me leave to judge for myself, and
pay me the compliment of. believing
what I say. - I wish yaﬂ;\'%?ggy\
and very rich, and by refuzing yourt
hand, do all in my power to.prekent
your: being: otherwise. : :In makitg me
the offer, you: musthane.safisfied the
delicacy «of . your feelings. with- regaxd
to my family,and may takepassession
of Longbournestate wheneverit falls,’
without any.self-reproach. . This mat-
ter may. be Gonsidered, . thexefore, ses
finally settled.” And rising as -she
thus spoke, .she woild; hayesqhitted
the: yoom, ‘had:net; Mr:.Callingthus
aﬂdﬁb\%eﬁd her, . .
Y A “ When
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& "When I do myself the honour:of
speakmg to. you mext on this. subject
1 shall hope to-receive a more favoum-
able, answer thin you have now given

Jues ! ‘though J'am. far from accusing
you of cruelty’ at present, beca.use I
know it:to be the est.abhshed ‘custom
of your éex, to reject a man on the
-first " application,” and, perhaps you
bhaveseven now said as much to en-

Compdge my; syitas would be consist-
ent- witk. the true delicacy of the fe-
malesebaracter.” c bor

“ Really,Mr. Colling;” cried Eliza-
beth with somewarmth, “‘youpuzzle
me exceedingly, If what I have hi-
therte said 'cant appearto:youn in the
form of encotragemient, I know not

how to-éxpriss my> refusal in such a
avay-dsimay convies-you of its,being
ohe. .

-2t You myst givefme’ieavé ta flatter
myselfjiny ‘dedd gousin; that your 8-,

M6 P 4415:11
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fusal of my addresses are mere]y
words of course. My reasons for be-
lieving it are briefly these :—1t doeg
not appear to me that my hand ir un-
worthy your acceptance, or that the,
establishment 1 can offer would be
any other than lugl?ly desirable. My
situation in life, my connections with
the family of De Bourgh, and my re-'
lationship to your own, are ciftum-
stances kighly In my\‘ﬁ}vg'gx;., apd |
you should take it into fartlfer consi-
derativn that in spite of your mani-
fold attractions, it is by no megns cer-
fain that amother offer. of marriage
may ever be made you. Your por-
tion is unhappily so small that it will
in all likelihood undo ‘the effeets of
your loveliness and amiable gualifica.
tions. As I musttherefore conciudé
that you are not serious in your re-
jection of me, ‘1 ghall chuse toattii-
bugg it to your wish of i incteasing my
t hﬂ
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lowe By suspemse, according to the
usudl préctiee of élegarit females,” "
LY dn -asstire you, 'Sir;‘thdt I- have
no prétension whatever to that kind of
. elégance which:: consm.;s in tormrext-
ing a“pespectahle man. - T would ras
thier be paid the egmphmmt of being
bélieved sineere. T thank you again
‘and again for the hosour you have
done'tme in your proposals; but to ae-
rgepmwaabsolutely impossible:
My feelthgs in every respect forbid
...Gom I speak ‘plainer? Do not con-
sider me-now.as an elegant female -
tending ;to plague you, but!as’ a: yva:
tional creature ‘spémking : the truth
fmmbmhear,t” bl P LY TIPS of
"« Yeu are uniformly. charming!”
criedihe, with:an: amoﬁawkwaxﬂ -gal-
lntryz. < and - Eam: 'perﬂuaﬂed- “that
whetw sangtioned' byithe express ‘au-
thowity: of« .both your .excellent . pa-
_rentgp: my’i'pmpewfwﬂmot falj of,
Mg acceptable ”

To
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- To such perseverance in wilful self-
deccption Elizabeth would make no
reply, and innnediately and in silence
withdrew; determined, that ‘if he
persisted in co;mdvrmrr her ropc'\ted
refusaly as flattering encoungemcnt,
to apply to her fathrer, whose necgative
might be uttered in such.a manuer as
must be decigive, and whose behg-*
viour at least could not be mistaken
for the aflectation and ;tmueux_‘ot’:ah
elegant female,

CHAR.
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+CHAPTER XX.

. T ; . UERLRAR
M. CaLiNs Was not 1ft long to-tlie
gilent contemplation of his successful
love: for Mrs. Bennet, having dawdled
‘aboat in the vestibule. to watch- for
the &nd of the conference, no sooner
f;,;;;; Elizabeth-open the door and with
quick stép pass her towards the staii-
case, than she entered the breakfast-
room, and' congratulated both him
and hegself in warm terms on the
happy prospect of their nearer con-
_nectian,  Mr. Collins received and
returned these-felicitations with equnal |
pleasure, and then procgeded to re-
late the particulars of their interview,
with the result of which he trusted he
had every reasqn to be satisfiéd, since

'.the refusal which his cousin had ;tgd-.
Slid 2 Lty
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fastly given him would naturally flnw
from her bashful modesty and:the ge-
nuine delicacy of her character. « ,
. 'This information, however, startled
Mps. Bennet;—she would have beeu,
glad to. be equally satisfied that her
daughter had meant to encourage
him by protesting ‘against his propo-
sals, but she dared not to: believe it,’
and. could not help saying so. *

“ Butdepend upon it, Mr.,,Qollms, 1
she added, “that Lizzy ‘shall, be
bronght to veason. 1 will speak:to
ber about it myself directly, .She .is
a very headstrong foolish girl, and
does not kusw her owa interest ;- but
I will make heskpow. u; Tooe

“ Partdon me for mtermptmg you.
Madam,” cried Mr. Collins; “ baut,if
ghe is really headstrong and foolish,
I. know not whether she wonld altgr
gether be.a veéry desirahle, wife to'a.

. map, in - my-situstion; whe' nsturelly’
looks'
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loeks, for Happiness in the ‘mhrriage
state. If therefore she actually per-’
skst$ "in rejecting ‘my suit, perhaps it
wcrédhetter not to force her into ac-
yepting e, begause if (able ito! sueh*
<lefects of temper, she could net con-
tribute much to my felicity.” -
“®ir; you quite misunderstand me,”:
said Mrs. Bennet, atarmed. + Lizzy
xs only headstrong in such matters as
v thegﬂin ¥vety thing else she is as
good ‘wifured a girl as ever lived. ‘' E
will~ 'go’*’%directly to Mr. Bennet,:and:
we shall very soén setﬂe it mth ‘hery
Fam gige -~ ¢ e g
. She' would not give: hmume to re-
.ply, but hurryjng instantly to herhus-
band, celled out asshe: entemd the
library, oo
-« Oh! Mr. Bennet; y(m awwantaia
xmiﬁedmml'y, we ate o}l in an-apd
roar. - You«must come~and make,
Lizzy: marry Mn Collingy “ for_ she,
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vows she will not have him, and, if
you do not make haste he will change
his mind aud not have Aer.”  +.

Mr. Bennet raised his eyes from
his book as,she ‘entered, and fixed
them on her‘face with a caln uncon-
cern which was not in the least altered
by her coinmunication.

“ T have noi the pleasure of under-
standing you,” said he, when shie had
finished her speech. '« Of w}mf are
you talking ?”

“ Of Mr, Collins and Lizzy.. . biz-
zy declares she will not. have Mnr
Colling, and Mr. Collins begins to
say that he will not have Lizzy."

“ And what am I to do on the oc-
caqion?—n—lt seems an hopeless bu-
siness.’

« Speak to Lizzy about it yourself.
Tell her t.hat You iusist upou her mar-
rylu,, hiw.”,

-« Let her be called down. She .
shall e v my opinion.”
Mrs.
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Mig. Bennet rang the beéll, and
Miss Elizabeth was summoned to the.
library. ST Coan

“ ($ome here,: chll ” cried - her fa-
ther as‘she appedred. g¢I have'sent
for'you ont-an affgir of importance. 1
understand that Mr. Collins has made
youan-offer. of marfiage. * Is it truet*
Elizabieth replied that it was. « Very
we!l—-—un;i this offer of matriage 'yon
have refused P 't

“T have, Sir.” R

1% Very well. We now comeito the
poiut. .-Your mother insists ‘upen
your acceptmg it. Is not it so, Mr&.
Benhet?” - "% o

L. Yes, or: I wxll ever ‘see her
again.”! - e

“ An unhappy alternatjve is before
you, Elizabeth. Frowi this day you
ﬂmst be: a, stranger to oge of your pa-
rents. —Youwr mother ‘will never see

yoﬁ again qf you.do not manz; Mr.,

La A | N oY
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Collinsyand 1 will never see you aw&m
if you do”

Eluabetll could ngt but smxl‘e ot
such a cqndublou of such abetrm(mxg,
but Mrs. Benpet, who,had persyaded
herself tha‘ ‘her hugband rewarded
the affair as she wished, was exces-
sively disappointed.

“ What do you mean, Mr. Bennet,'
by talking in this way? You
mised me to insist upon ber marry mg
him.”

“ My dear,” replied her hﬁsband
“Ihave two small favours to request.
First, that you will allow me, the free
use of my nnderstandmg on the | pre-
sent occasion; and secondly, ef my
roomv- } shall be glad to have the l;-
brary to- myiself as soon as may be _

Not yet, however, in spite of her_
dlsappomtmem in her hushand, . ;hd
Mrs. Bennes give up the pomt She‘ .
,tz\l‘krd to Lhzabetheagam and. ,agam -

“coaxed:

'
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cGaxed sind threatened her bsr tarns,
She endeavoured to secure Jane in
fer mterest but Jane with all péssi-
blé thildness declined mterferu)g
and’ Ehzabeth'SOmetlmes with real
carnestness and SometimeX-with play-
ful ~gaiety rephed, to her attacks.
.Though her manner varled however,
her dﬁtermmatlon never did.

Mr. Collins, meanwhile, was medi-
tating in golitude on what had passed.
He thought too well of himself to
comprehend on what motive his cou-
sin could refuse him}; and though his
pridg was hurt, he suffered in no
other way. I’IIS regard for her was

" quite una«rmm'y, and the pgssibility
of her deserving*her mother's re-
pronc‘h prevented his fce‘lmg any’ re-
gret.

'« While the famlly wete in this cont
-fusion, 'Clidritite’ Lucas _came to
-;pénd the day with them.’ She' Whs’

“» ,,met
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met’ in:'the vestibule by Lydia;” who,
flying to her, cried in a half whisper,
“I‘am glad you are come, for there is
such fun hcre 1--What ‘do you 'think
has happened this .‘morning P--M.
Collins hds thade gn offer to Li zzy,
and she. will not have him.”
- Charlotte had hardly time to an.
swer, before they were joined by
Kitty, whio came to tell ihe same
news, and no sooner had they entered
the breakfast-room, where Mrs. Ben-
net was alone, than she likewisc be-
gan on the subject; calling on Miss
‘Lucas for her compassion, 'and en-
treating her to persuade her friend
lezy to comply with '¢he wishes "of"
all “her family. *Pray do, my dear
-Miss Lucas,” shé. added in a melan-
choly tone, “for nobody is on my side,
nobody. takes. part with ine, .I72m
cruelly used, nobody: feels for -ny-
pq(vmerves;
‘ Charlotte’s
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Charlotte's reply was spared by
the entrauce of Jane and Elizabeth. «
S :Aye,- there she comes,” contintied
Mrs.* Bennet, -* loo- mv as ancon-
cerned as may k¢, and caring no more
for us than if we were”at York, pro-
uded she can have her own way.—
But"1 ‘tell you what Miss’ Lizzy, if
vou take it into your head to go on
refusing every ofler of marriage in this
way, yoy will never get a husband
at all—and I am sure 1 do not know
who is to wmain{ain yvou when your
father 1% dead.—1 shall not be able to
keep, yoit—and go I'warn you.—1 bave’
done with youfrom this very day.—I
‘told v:)u in- the library, you know,
that I should rever speak to you
agah), and you will find me as gbod
as my word: Ihave no pleasure in
talking t¢ undutifal children.—Not
-that 1 -have much plemurﬁ ‘indeed in
“talking to any boiy Peopler-wiv®
T a‘mlfer



( 264 )

‘suffer 48 I do from nervouns complaints
can haye no great, inclination for
talking. Nobedy can tell what I suf-
fer'—But it is always“so. ‘Thosc
who do not'complain are never pi-
tied.”

. Her daughters listened in silence
to this effusion, sensible that'any at;
tempt to reason with or sooth her
would only increase the .rritation.
She talked on, therefore, vnthout in-
terruption from any of theur till they
were joined by Mr. Collins, who en-
tered with an air more stately than
-usual, and on perceiving whom, she
said to the girls,

“ Now, 1 do- insistupon it, that'
yoi; all' of you, hold your tongues,
and let Mr. Collins and me have a
little' conversation together.” .

.Elizabeth passed quietly out of the
room, Jant and Kitty foljowed, but
« bydia stood her gtound, determineg:
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to*hear all she could;and ﬂh&ﬁom,
detained first hy the civility-of Mr.
Oollins, whose inquiries after herself
and ‘81l her family were very minute,
and then by aelittle cumsaty, satis-
fied herself with swalkirig fo- the win-
dow and pretending not to hear.” In
a dolefiil veice Mrs. Bennet thus be-
gan the projected conversation.—
“« Qb Mr. Collins!"—

“ My,@ear Madam,” replied he,
“ let us be for ever silent on this point.
Far be it from me,” he presently con-
tinwed in » voice that marked his dis-
pleasure, # to resent the beliaviour of
your dauwhtel Resignation to ine-
vitable tvils is the duty of us all; the
pespliar daty. of a-young man who
]ms heen so fortunate as Ishave been
in early preferment; and I trust I ani
resigned. | Berhaps net, the less so
from feeling & dbubt of my positive '
lmrpinpdsmhad my"ir cousin hb;’

VOL. 1. N, “neured
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noured me with her hand; for I fuve
often observed that resignation is
never so perfect as wlicn the blesing
denied begius to, lose sothewha? of its
value in our estimation. . You will
not, I hofe, consider me as shewing
any disrespect to your family, my
dear Madaw, by thus witlfdrdwing
my . pretensidns to your daughter's
favour, without having paid yourself
and Mr. Bennct the compliment of
requesting you to interpose your au-
thority in my.behalf. My’ conduct
wmay I fear be objectionable in having
accepted my dismission from your
daughter’s lips instead of you} own.
But weare all liable $o-error.’ I have
certa:il;ly ‘meant:. well through.. the
whole' affair. . My object has been to
‘secure an, amiable companion for my-
self, with due consideration for, the
advantage of all ybug family, and if
2By manner hagebeen at all reprehen-
sy,ble, I heye b:\, v leave to ﬂpOlO"']bf"“
CHAP:
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CHAPTER XXI.
Tug discussion of Mr. Collins's offer
was now nearly at an end, and Eliza-
beth hdd only to sufier from the un-
mqurtahle feclings necessarily at-
tewdiny it, and oceasionally from some
poevish- i’lnll*ﬂ()l‘l of her mother. As
for the gtntleman himself] Ais feelings
werve chiefly expressed, not by em-
harrassinentor depection; or by irying
10 av md her; batby. stifiness of Inane—
uer and resentful silence.  Hescarce-
-dwrievet spokedo her; and the -‘z.{ssidu-
ous attentions whieh he had been so
reusible: of Tiself} ! w ere*transferred
oy the.rest of the day 1o Miss Lucas,
~whose civiity i listeninyy to i, was
ivseasonable ;\dﬁof to. them all, and es-

l’l*cxallv to Im inie . .
He
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. The rmorrow produced no alate-
ment of Mrs. Bennet's 18 homour or
il ‘heaith. , Mr. Colius was also%
the same state of pugry pride. Liha-
beth had heped that. his resentment
might skorten his visit, but his.plan
did not appear in the least nﬂ'e('ted by
it. lle was always to have goue op
Saturdby, and to Saturday Le sull
meaunt to stay. . '

After breahfast, the girlywalked to

Meryton to inguire if Me."Wickham
were returned, and to lament over his
abserce fhom the .Netheufitdd : ball.
He joined them ontheir entteripg the
town and attendéd them to their
aunt’s, where his regres and viexation,
and the concern of edery body avp~
well talh od ovars«Tu Eligabeth, bow-
ever, he voluntarily achnowledgin
that the nebessity nfxb:s-ﬁhteucmlmd
been self imposed. |
I ‘ay ﬁmnd,"sn;zﬂle, “ sgthe tirhedq}"

pear,



( 269 ):

neal, sthat I had better not meet Mr.
Darcyj—that to be inthe bame roons,
the same party with hibh for so many
hoard' together, might be more thau'l
could bear, ain} that scenes might
arisa unpleasant to more thanmyself.”
She highly approved his forbear-
ance, and they had leisufe for a full
dixcugsion of it,and for all the com-
mendation which they civilly bestow-
ed on each other, as Wickham . and
another’ officer walked back with
them to ‘Longbourn, and during the
walk; h® particularly atéended to her.
His gocompanying them was a double-
advantage; she felt all the compli-
‘ment it offered to herself, and it was
wost acceptable as an oweuon of in-
trodueing him to/her father aml mb-
thdnn
“Soon after their refuntt; a letter was
delivered Yoo Miss Beunets it cauge
fyohn Netherdicldydird was openet 1ni-4
Nl TMedipdler
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medititely:* The' ‘envelope’ dotithinkd
a sheet of ' éledant, Titele, hotpreﬁéeﬁ
paper, weﬂ’ cbvcred with 1 1’ad3’é’ fair,
ﬁong hdd; ‘and Lh?.t’detli satV Her
sister's ‘countenance . thange ‘as ‘shb
read it;'and saw her dwelling mte’n’ﬂy
on some particular pagsages. Jdne
recollected herself soon, and puttmm
the letter awny,.med to Jom with'tier
“ugnal cheexfulness i In the’ gen( ral coh-
\ersah&?l buit ‘Elizalieth’ fe’i* ah anx-
ety ¢ on the sub_)ect which dréw off'hér
‘attention even’ from Widkhan) aid
'no_ sd6ner-had He ‘and his’cori aifn
"waken ieaVe, than & gléhce {Forhh, Jalhe
invited her to follow hes \ipsiaﬂ;s
‘When' they had” gﬁlﬁﬁd? their 6¥n
roorti, Jane taking it thid 1€eter; Al

N This id ‘ﬁ‘&ﬁ“ Caroline ‘Bitigley ;
what it contaim! 5has surprised rh‘é‘
good deal, Tbe“\%iho'l'e Yherty
1ef’t Nethelﬁem by this fﬁ‘iéi‘a’nlf ‘&re
ob fheu' way ’t G’ g “Withbae

any
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air} intention of coming b@ck again.
Y pu shall heap,‘\'ha,t, shesays.” .-
* She theu reaql: the, hrst $ﬁ‘mﬂﬂ£‘,
nloud wlucb comprised ithe, aufmyp&
tign of theirsaving Just‘,resolw,d 10
lul;hw their brother to town directly,
and of their meaning to dine that day *
i G‘roévenor str eet,-xy_hefé M1 Hurﬁt
had.a house. 'The nekt was m these.
words. »* I do pot pretend to regr et
any thm.g I shall leave in Hertford-
shize, except your ;souety, y dearest
fnend but we wxll hope at some._fu-
ture ‘p,geuod to enjoy many returns of
the d,ehghtful intercourse we haye
known, and in"the mean while may
Jessent the pam o of sepamuou by.avery ’
_-f;equen: and mo;t unreser\‘ed cor-
qdeuce I depend on you, for
t.l,\,alt To these high ﬂown &xpres-
hig'm,, al,)et.h llstnp(‘d with ail the,
mseysxbl qﬁ dlstrmst"'and though
. the. snddenncsq,of their romou.al pu;-

[
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I PR }a Cwbe o B R
prised Rer, she saw notﬁif;g initx My‘
to_ lament; .jt. was not to be su@pqsed
that then' absence from N thprﬁeld

,--lvs

woyld J’re"?“t Mr. ._]iagtrf:;&# f‘)éll
there'} and a8 to the legy of 1 the;r %Qm
c1ety, she qu perbuaded ﬂ)at
must soon cease to ron'axd lt m the en-
Joyment of h.s. B

;‘ “Itis unlucky,, sald sﬁe,!am;:? ﬂ@
short pause: “ that }op sﬂou]d liot f»g
able to see y(mr frands e&org ,t gy
leave the cduntry. e nat

hope ihaf ‘the pérw& ojf‘ f ture
ness fo wlncih 1s§' ﬁl %
n she

is a“are, gmd \ the deé g‘hi tul 1a-
ter urse youTx v"e’ r“’o}‘ﬁﬁ“’aév ’u-n(jg,
w‘ll "be_' Feney 3,,3% ve grqater s4-
tis acud "tag ag st er
Wﬂl n‘ot f»'”df I:ﬁgud in andgn f Y
them.

* ¥ Carolitfe defidedywa "{fi&' none
gﬁ thﬂ part}z%ﬂl'é}jni# into él"'tfor%

: shqu
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sl.).ir'e this winter. I will repd it to
you—

‘t When my ‘brother left us yester-
r'lay, he imagined that the business
which took him to London, might be
‘concluded in*threc or four days, but
as we are certaih it eannot be 8o, and
at the game fime convmcod that when
* Charles gets to town, he will be in no
hurny to leave it again, we have de-
termined on folowing him thither,
that he may not be obliged'to spend
his vacant hours in a comfortless hotel.
Mauy, of my acquaiptance are already
there fbr the wmter, I wish I could
hear that you, my dearest friend, L
any jntention of making one in the
croud, but of that I des ..ur 1 sin-
cerely hopg your Christasin Ilert-
fqrdshn‘e way ;bound' ih the gaicties
wljich that season geuerally brings,
4nd that(z!our beaux ‘Wil be sp nus
merous as reveut your feehug the

"icke
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Toss bf vhe: three, of ! fwhohﬁwe sluﬂ.
depnve youro . e i
“’It&s‘bﬁiﬂeni by *Blm's,” a;dided Jmm.
“that shel demes' back no Trore; v}n.s
‘Wlﬁfeﬁ'q"""‘ i s A
P mily evidetit 'tlmf'les Bmg:

I y ¢ os Kot hdan he “showid? "

“+ “ Why- will you think so? It -nmpt
¥e his own' doing.~~e s:his own
thaster. ' But you do nét kiiow ;-1
will ‘read-you the passage which par-
ticularly tindts me.-  Eavill halpe no re-
serves frotm ytm » s« Mpr Davcy.lsim-
patient to:sée his sister,and to eon-
fess thetruth; see ‘are scarvgly tess
“éager lo meet heragain: 1:'veally do
0ot think ‘Georgigna:‘Darcy has her
equal foy<'beauty, elegance,; and auv-
complishinents; -and the:fection she
inspires ‘in- Tiouisa: wnd 1 yself)/ is
heiglitened mm something still more
interasting, Gremt thie hepéwh dare!to
etitertain -of her! being! Herdattot ohr

sister."
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sxgter .Lido.mot know whethgr I ever
before mentioned to you my. feelings
on.this subject, but; I will not leave
the country without confiding them,
and I trust you will not esteem them
"unreasonable”: My brother. adsnires
hel greatly already,, he:will bave fre-
qrent.oppertunity now. of, seeing her
on. the mast intimate footing, her re-
latisns all wish the connection as much
as his own, and a sister’s partiality is
not, migleading; me, .1 .thigk, :when, I
call Ghaxles most capable of engaging
any wowman's-heart.; With, all; these
circumstances {0 ﬁv‘onn;an.,,attacp-
ment and nothing;to prevent it, aigka=
Wrong, my: dmrest Jane, indudulging,
the hope ‘of . arilevent awhigh will se-

gura-the . happiness - of; 544! many ©
£ What think. you;ﬂﬂ:t{;ﬁ sautqm-;'gz, my
sheasi Lizey n-rcai:LJam as she finish-
ad itisi s f clenr dagugh 2-soes
it mot.expYemlly. doclaze that (?arglme
[
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neither gxpects nor wishes me to be
her sister; that she is perfectly ‘con-
vinced, of her brather’ indiffcrence,
and that if she snspects the unture of
my feelings for him, she means (nost
Lindly!) to put e on my gnard? Can,
there be auy other opinion on the
spbject ¥

“ Yes, thefe\gfa"fl; for thine s totally
different.—Will you hearit?” =

“ Most aillingly.” '

“ You ghall have it in few ward-.
Miss Biugley sces that her Lzother is
i love with you, apd wants him te}
marry Mjss, Darcy., She fallows him

~ toway iy the hope of keeping him
there, aud tries to parsyade you, that,
he does, not, carg ahagit you.”,

Jane s‘;qok her head; .

“ Indeed, Tang, yon qught to heliete,
me.—No one ywho)lias ever seen, yom

~ogetuer, can’ doubt z.i&}-ﬂmtielﬁp
Miss Bingley I am surx ot . She!

s
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is pot such ‘a simpleton. - :Canld she'
have' seen’ heif as much love in Mr:
Paxcy for herself, she would haye or-
dered her wedding clothes.. But thi

case 'is this. Weare not rich- enougb,

or grand enough for them; and sheis’
the'more anxious to get Miss Darcy’

for.her brother, from the notion that
"when there lias been, one intermar-

riag, she may have Jess’ trouble:'in’
achlevmw a second; in ‘which‘there is

certainly some ingenuity, and'1 daf@

say it would succeed, ift Miss rdeé
Bourgh were outof the wa!: ‘But, iy

dearest’' Jatie, you ‘canbot ' #e’;nous'ly

imagine that because Misd IS‘mg"ey

tells you her brother vrtvtily’ Hidmiress
Miss Darcy;’ he 8 the llest de-

gree less sensible> 6 ybdi‘ ighit than

whanhe ‘took teiva o’f‘ybu 6 Tues-

day, ovthat it wilk b¥'in her power to'

penﬁmdié%y ’iﬁiteydoof béing in

lové widh t:f fs*Very fatreh in, loxe

‘\vith her frlend
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« « If we thought alike of Miss Bipg-
ley,” replied Jane, “ your representa-
tion of all this, might inake me quitg
easy. But I kuow the foundation is
unjust. Caroline is mcapablc of wxl-
fully deceiving any onc and all that
I can hope in this case ix, that she is
deceived herself.” . '

“ That 1s uc‘ht —You vould not’
have started amore happy idea,'since
you wili not take comfort in mine.
Believe her to be deceived by all
means. You have now done your duty
by her, and must fret no longer.”. -

. * But, my deavsister, can1-be happy,
“éVven supposing the best, in accepting
-a man whose sisters:and friends.areall

wxshmg kim 1o wiarry- elsewhere?” S5
4 You - ‘Taust decide for. yoursel¥
sam j X hza.bath, fiand. if npon mature
deliberation, you:fingd that thewsisery
"ofmobugmg bis two;sistePs iarméire
_than equivalent: to b, happﬁasa;df
bemg
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be.mf' his wife, I advise you by all
means to refuse him.” .

« ““How can you talk so?’—saidJane
faintly smiling i—“yo.u must know that
though I should be exceedingly griev-
ed at their (hmpplobdtwn, 1 cotld not
hesitate.”

“]J (id not think you would;—and

“that being the case, 1 cannot consider
your 3ituation with mmuch compassion.”

“ But if he reéturns no more this win-
ter, my choice will never be requiredi
A thowsand things may arise in six
wmonthg!"n ‘

The idea: of his returning no. more
Elizhbeth treated with the utmost con-’
tempt: Itappeared to her mercly the™
suggestion. of - Carolinels wipterested
wishes, and- she could . ugt: fo,}‘ A qiio-
meitt suppose that those wistiely how-
evesopenly or artfully spoken, could
inuence \ ,van manggototama

’.depen&a_x(;of eléry oue. i
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- She (represented to her sistérp,‘aa
forcibly as possible what she felt on
the subject, and had’ soon the pleg-
sure of secing its happy effect. Jane’s
temper was not despondmg, and she
was gradually led to" hope,-though
the diffidence of affection sometimes
overcame the hope, that Bingley would
return to Netherfield and answer
every wish of her heart. ot
They agreed that Mrs. Bennet
should only hear of the departure of
the famnily, without being alarmed on
the score of the gentleman’s conduct;
but even this partial communication
“gave her a great deal of concerny and
-she bewailed it as exceedingly un-
lucky that the ladies should happen
to go atvay, just as they were all get-
ting so' intimate together. After la-
menting it however at some length,
* sh&nad the consolation, )if thinkihg
tha,t Mr. Bingley would L€ soon down
h \ agam
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@S@n.amf 05 %h::m‘f‘ﬁsﬁ%%ﬁx,'
and e ﬂﬁhﬁéﬁbn Waithe tontd
tortable’ i‘léﬁ sk, thongh he
tad Leen invile8ily fo & family dise’
neér, shé woulﬂ,‘fﬁte c'tré"ﬁ%v@iw
tull cod"ses
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CHUAPTER XXIL.

Tue Bennets were engaged to.dine
with the Lucases, and again dulmﬂr
the chief of the day, was Miss Luces
so kind as to listen to Mr. Collins.
Elizabeth took an oppoitunity of
thanking her. « It keeps hipa in good
*humour,” said she, “and I am more
obliged to you than T can express.”
Charlotte assured her friend of her sa-
tisfaction in heing uscful, and that jt
amply repaid her for the litile sacri-
“fice of her time. This'was very.amia-
ble, but-Lharlotte’s kinduess extended
farth(‘?,thal. Elizabeth had any cof-
ceptmn ‘of;—its object was uothmg‘
legs, thau to ~ecure her fngn awy Te-
turn of Mr. Collins'y; ad jresses, by
, {»ng,agmg themn tow'z;ras herself. Suage
B \ was
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wal Mlsa Lucas's qcheme., and appvar—.
ances were 80 .favourable that when
foy parted at pight, she would have
felt alinost sure of siiecesk if he had
not been do leyve ]Iertf(mlshlr.e 0
verwsoon, Buteherf-, she did:injustice
to the fire and independénce of his
«hardacter, forit led him 10 escape out
of :Lqusbourn ‘House the next morn-
ing with admirable slynesk, and hasten
to Lucas,Lodge ‘to throw himself at
her feet "He was anxious to avoid
the motlce of his cousius, from a con-~
victiof that if - they saw him depart,
they, cotild not fail to conjecture hjs
demrrn, and he was not willing to have
the .aftempt,known till its success
could be known likewise; 15 though
feeling almost secure, and m}‘h Ted-
-sdn’,‘ for Charlotte had been gferably
ancowra g‘,llg, he was."s,gr;npawﬁhh
- diffrdent s¥tcethe adventure of Wed-
» pestlay.- Hif¥teckption howeverwys.
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of thentost ﬁhttérmﬁ' Kmd. s Misy Fral
cas-pevceived hint’ ffor an‘upper win-
dow-as he walkéd'tosrptdy’ the house,
anid-instanthy set dut o whedt: Trb -
cidentaily in:the lame: /Bt little hisd
shedoired to hope that €o muachiove
and eloguence uwaited her there. - !

~Inpsis shiort a titne -as ' Mr. Collinss
long ‘speeches -would 'allow; ‘ereiy
thing was ¢ettled belween tlierh tothe
satisfaction of: Bothy arﬁllas‘tbwé} enia
terud ithe-house, he earnestly eiitreat
éd-hari to nanie the day-that ‘Was
maké ‘him tive happiest ‘of men atyed
though'buck 2 solicitatiofi Mast ‘be
waved / for- the present; the: lardy felt
o mclmamm to-trifle etth hi§ lrafi<
piness. | "Phe stupldity sith whivh e
was. ﬁu:pmedvb‘y* hatiite;" nust gemtll
his codrthip- froth atly chariti' that
could mdke: ar,w‘dmanrwish tk édﬁ,ﬂj
timuance; &id Misk: { g, “iibic! ekt
cepted him ' solely’ ﬂm tli@,i pﬂe”&ﬁd

dxsmtérested
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disjnterested, desirg .of; an f s establish-
ment, cared:. 0ot how sopn, that esta-~.
bishment. were gained,j, » .. - =

Sir,Williat ahd: bady Jruces. were
speedily applied to for:theif, nemsent;
and;jt was bestgwed with a mo( tjoy-
ful gfacrity. Mr. Collins’s present cir-
_cuntstaices: made it -2, wost eligible
mateh for.their  daughtar,to,whem
they. anldgive little fortune; and hia
Praspests of  future wealth . were.ex«
cegdingly, fair. . Lady .Jaucas; begen
directls ﬁqnal;c»lamywuh inore interest
than the inatter lipd;ever:excited beq
fme, how many: years longer. Mr:Beg
net, Waslikgly to livog and Sir William
gaxe i s his ducided opinion;. that
whepaver M. Golling .shodld be in
mgesq;qu, of .the; Longhonmyestate,
if,, m!ogld e ,h;gldwﬁwcm that

byth, he d his.: avife-ghould make

. th@!mp Ml' at 34 ﬁﬂes "on- T he

rhole fupily; s shortwere, properly
overjgr#l



v( 286 )

"ovefjoy ed ‘on_ the .gccasion, - le
youn«rer girls foruu,d ll()pl}b of coming
out a year or, two soouer thun tlwv
might otherwuse, havd done; apd the
boys were relieved from_their appre-
hensmn of Charlott¢’s (l)lll\"'wd.u old
maid. Charlotic herself was to]qably
composed.. She had gaingd Irer, poiut,
and had time.to consider of it.  Ier
reflections were in generad sdtinfac-
tory. Mr. Collins to be, sure,was
neither sensible nor agrecubie; Lis so-
ciety was irksome, aud List attach-
ment to her must be jmaginan. But
still he would be her hqsband —_-
Without thinking lu,,hl) either of en
-or of natritnony, warrigge l;a_d,:.dn uys
been Lier object; it was,the only, ho-
nourable provision  for, well-educated
}oung\ﬁs owen, of small fortupy, aml
howewr m;g-ex‘:E i, of opmg hl)p!u-
;]esls, muub be. . thelr,ylgc ax,t;;bt, pre-
sermtnc from wapt,. . Ehis, preserya-

ll’ﬂ*
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tive;s'i\e had now obtaived; and at the
age of twenty-seven, without having
eter been handsomq, she felt all* the
good Juck of it." Tl least agreeable
c.;rcumstame.m the business, way the
surpyise it must pecasion to Elizabeth
Beunpet, whose friendship she valued
beydnd that of any other person. Eli-
zabeth would wonder, -and probably
would blawe her; and though her re-
solution was not to be shaken, her
feelings *must be hurt by such disap-
probation.  She resolved to’give her
the information herself, and therefore
eharsed’Mr. Collins when he retuirp:
ed to Longbourn to dinner, to drop
no hint of what had passed before any-
of the family.” ‘A promise-of secrecy
‘was 'of ‘coultsé’ very du&ﬁally} given,
‘But it-could not'be kept withot diffi-
cplev fotthe éurmsny QXcued.mmhﬁ.
. loiig absence, bdrst forth id such very
dzrect queét‘nons on 'his return. a.rea

‘LW d
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qumad so;ge Wmay o evedg;and
'hb' waﬁit »ﬂ;& samne. time- exercising
gredt selﬁ-dem ,ior,he was longing
o publish his pﬁf)upé’rous love.,
- A.r{‘he was 1o begtq.hm;oumey tao
early.on the moryow o see ;n'y of the
family, the ceremnony of leave-tgking
was performed when the ladi8s mbved
'Mﬁ:e night;tand Mrs. Benuet with
great politeness .aud cordiality said
how happy they should be to see, him
at Longbourn again, whedever his
other eugegemenis might: all'ow bim
to visi¢. them, o
‘. 2 My dear Madam,” hev rephed
“ thxs invitation is.pesticularly gratﬂy
wmg:, because it ,is. gl.hm ¥ ka.ve been
‘“’PWE to Nbs”ﬂmm&“ may be
very qet’tam that I shail avait myaeit
of it a8 soomaaagmnbl
s liEy 'ﬁ""’&"‘m‘w‘*’ a0l .
Benpet, guld by g meansswish
Yy ;so speedy a get%wmtel"y,

:\b‘ 1D

¢ lmt
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" “dBrt is there not danger of Lady
Catherine’s disapprobation here, wy
gbod su‘?—You had -better neglect
your u }lanonﬁ, than run’ the risk of
affend ing 5& :r-gatrouess

« My dear sir,’ replied Mr. Collins,
“I a.n particularly obliged to you for
his” friendly caution, ‘and you may
depend upon my not taking so niate-
rial a htep without hier hd\ slnp s con-
(‘“l’l (’IILC t"

“Y ou ‘cannot be too mueh on your
guard. Rxsk any thing rather than
her d:spleasme and if you find itlike-
ly to,be Yaised By your coming to v
agaim, which' I'should think exceed-g
ingly p; obable} stay quietly at home,
und be satisfied that fte shall take no
offence.”

“ Believe me, my dear sir, miy erati-
tudle’fs: ‘warrily, excited Dy gichmutcem=
tibnate ittention; E “depend upon it,
you-will speedily redeive fromn g Na

VOL. I ]¢
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191’.&1‘ o} thanks for tbi‘s, (as well affor
every other mark of your regard du-
ring my stay’ in_ ‘Hertfordshire. As
for wy fair cousins, though nfy ap-

sencémay not be long’ eﬂ‘&hgh to rem-
der it necessary, I shall now take the
liberty of wishing them health!and
happiness, not excepting my cqubin-
Elizabeth.”

With proper civilities the ladies
then withdrew; all of them egually
surprised to find that he mpd;tatod a
quick return. Mrs. Bennet w:shed
o upderstand by it that he thonght of
pasing his addresses to one of her
-younger girls. and Mary mlght have
been prevailed on to accept him, She
rawd hjs 1b1htu>s much, lngher than
any of the 0ﬂ19\- .there was a s?hdny
in his uﬂec}loug Whlcil Oﬁe{] x;lg:k
Ter;aud shongh by no,]nea,ns's'o ever
as hersclfy she thonght th'a,t if encou-
xgﬂg‘ed to read and i xmprove himself' by

such
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suyh an example as her’ .I he might bé-
cole a very agreeabfe companm.
But on the following niorifing, every
hope, of this kind was ‘done my
Mws Lucas called s soon d&r

fast and in apl‘it'a wiﬂx
Ehfabeth relat/d the -EVOl'lth the dﬂy
_ before.© *

The pbssabnhty of Mr- Oollius‘siﬁth-
cyin} himself in love with her friedd
had once occurred to Elizabeth within
the las@ day or two; bitt that Chinr-
‘lople cbuld encourag\é"hﬂf seented al-
mosteag’ far froni possﬂjility as that
she could encdtitapd him herseH; arid
her a&tomshmeqt wﬁa donset;uenﬂy 50
great hs}o overcome at first the bound¥
of decorum, and the couldl not help
(,W}ng outy -

“ fingaged { My, Collind#'niy dear
ottg,——-lmbossiblél”

e steldy” coubtenatice which®

. Miss iucas had Sotguanded in telling

e

?
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her story, gave way to a momefu\n'y
confusion here on receiving so direct
a reproach; though, as it was nomore
than she expected, slre soon regpined
her composure, and calyly replied,
“ %hy should You be surprised, my
dear Eliza’—Do yor, thiuk it mcy>di-
ble that Mr. Collins should-be able
to procure any.woman’s good opinio;l,
because be was not so happy as to
suceeed with you?”

But llilizz}beyl}.;l'md now ref'pll(-(:ted
herself, and gna,]ﬁ.q:g a strong eflort for
it, was able to assure her with tulera~
ble firmness that the proypect.of their
relationship was highly grateful to 'her:

<ahd that .sbe wished, her all imhgina-
ble happifiess. T

“ I' yee what you are feeling,” re-

plied Gharlotte,— you ‘must be 2‘%:.
~prised, very man} s'?;r?rim‘q L rue ’lm\i
"y as Mrt Cqm',"i,,‘,"@:?.,,“{,i?ﬁiﬂg 19
ey you., Bubvien, you have had

LENINS B

time
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tiﬁ%-to think it all over, I hope you
will be satisfied 'with what I hate
done. I am noét romantic you know.
I nevey was, T ask only a comfort-
able home; .m(f eengidering M Col-
liusds characte!v, corections, and si-
tua’wn Jin life T am Lou‘y;mced that
. my chance of happmess with him is
a3 fajr, as most people can boast oil
entering’the marriage state.”

Elizaeth quictly answered * Un-
doubtedly, ‘—and’ after an Awkward
pausc, th@y returned fo the rest of the
family.' Charlotte did not stay much
longer, ‘and Ehznbeth was then lefe fo
reﬂec} on what she had heard. It
was a long tilne before she became at
all reconcﬂ’ ed to theidea of 80, upsuit-
able a 'match.’ 'The strangeness of
M. 'Coilmss makmg twﬁg offers of
dlﬂ"i‘ﬁﬁgé w,lthm three 'ﬂays, -as 4o
thing ' comparison f His being now

'&écepteci "'She sbvays felt et

-

(ﬁ’ o ) Lha,ﬂ{nie.,
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Charlotte's opinion of matrimony }‘a‘as ‘
not exactly like her own, but she
could not.have supposed it possible
that when called into acthll, she
woul{ have samn"fd “every better
feeling to world":y adrantage. Char-
lotte the wife of Mr™ -Collins, w:ﬁs a
most humllmtmg picture t—And to-
the pang of a friend disgracing herself
and sunk in her csteem, was added
the distressing conviction that it was
impossible for that friend to bp tolef'-
ably happy in 'the lot she had chOséh.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XXIIL.

I]Lg,mmc:'m was‘ﬁ% with’ her nib-

they and sxst?y refecting on what
sh¢ had heard, and doubfing whethér
she were authorised, to mentlon ‘it,
when Sn- William Lucas himself ap-
peared sent by his daughter to an-

nqunce’:er en ement ‘to’ the famify. -
With lnany cowphménts to fhem, and
much sélf-gratulatiéh’on the prodpect
of a cannection between the housegs,
he unfolded the matter,—to an audi-
ence'not mexely wondering, but incze-
dulous; for Mrs. Bennet,-with more
perseverarice than po'ht@ne ; protest-
ed he must be entlrely migtakén, and
JA#dia, always unguagded and often

uncivil, bdxsberously- excliimed, "™~
“ Good 'Lordss. Sir Wllham., how
2ean
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€an yoy tell’ such a story?- —Do}u
you know that Mr., Collins waats to
warry Lizzy?” . ‘

Nothing less than the camplm:fmw
of a courtier could l%w borné with-
ont \l'rer suc treatment, but , Sir
leham s goodin uimg carried lum
through it all; and though hebegied
“leaye to be posmve as to the truth of
his information, he listcned to.all their
nnpe;tmeme with the most forbear-
mg courtesy. -,

lezahet‘r feg!mg it incumbént oy
her to re}neve hun from 50 unpleasant
‘a gltuatnon, uow, pyt herself fm'ward
to conﬁrm his account, by mentummg
e prior knewledge of it from Chag-
lotte herself; and endeavpured tp put
o 51D 10 the pxclppagionsof hexor
ther’ and qgtersn by the. earnentigess
_of her confrtatufatans to-8ir, Willintn,
"im which she Wag, ;eaq;jy{mgd;bm
Jane, and by ;}pab?g{a ﬁ!{d{:ﬁﬁgﬁg&

marks
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nm~{k5 on the happmees tﬁhf utight be'
expected from the tateh; the ekcél:
lent character of Mr. Colling; ‘and the”
convenjent distaiice of H’uﬁs?orﬂ from
Londof. - e
‘Mss. Bennet waﬁ Iyﬂ.(,‘t too much
overhowered to sy a pYeat deal while’
Sir William remained; butno soofier
had he left- them ﬂxan her’ féelings
found a tapid vent.” In’ the fivt p‘féce, *
she persvsted in disbelieving the wholé
of the matter; semndly, shé W vé;'y
sure that Mr. Collind'had been' takéh
ink - ﬂﬂrd:y, ghe* tHaéted “that'’ t'l‘xei
would nevér behappy togethier ; atid’ "
four'thly, that the”inatch’ might be
broken off " T#o inferences, however,
wérerplainty deduced from the whole,,
one,uthwﬂfzubéﬁr%s’the CAuse
of “uflthe Hnischiel} a ‘otffer,
tWﬂaer Had' beg*‘ ) barous]y.
used Hy*wﬁn’ 5" dnd"6n these two .
points labe pridcifafia dwelt “dusivg
" the
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the redt of the, -day. . Nothing ,,c?nld
console -and. othing appease her.—-
Nor did thet day wear out her re-
sentment. . A week ela; hefore
she\zould see Eli b,g,qh_.\_t(ithou_ scold-
ing her, a mongl ‘pagsed away hefore
she could sgtak Yo Sir Williagn or
Lidy Lucas withont being rude, and
many months were gone hefore she
could at all forgive their. danghter.
Mr. Bennet's, emotions were much
amore tranguil on the, ox;qd.snon, and
such as he .did experience he: pro-
mounced, to be of a most, agreeal;).e
‘sort; forit.gratified him, he saxd, 1o
discover that Charlotte, Lucas, whom
‘be bad been used to think. tolérgbly
sgpsible, was_as foolish as his wife,
and gioke feolish Qhambmpdavghmrm
»Jane Bonfegsed berself a,Ji
prised. at iy, ma;qlh,lg% 'R%d
less of herqu!bnnlqnpn M of er
ir, happinees

nor
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noticould Elizabeth’ persuadeber to
consider it as improbable. Kitiy and
Lydia' were fai frein envying Miss
Lucas,for Mr. Collins was only a
clergyman; anddt fected them ift o
othc;r way than s P iq‘see of news:to
spread at Merysén. %
« Lady Lucas could not be insensible
of trijmph on Being able to retert-on
Mrs. Bennet the comfort of having a
daughtegywell married; and she called
at Longbotirn ratlier oftener -than
usital to,éay how Bippy she wes,
though Mrs. Betinkt's sour léoks-and
ill-natored réfvarks iight bave beed
eiiough to drive happiness away.
. Betweeii Elizabeth and Charlotte
there was a restraint which kept them
mutpiatty sflent ‘on the “Subject{ and
BTififéth félt persunded tHat tioreal
' mhm'c‘ould‘éver subsigtdetween
‘them a¥in. Her disappointment in
* Chiatlottd niade herwmm with fonder
' tagard
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refrard*to ‘her isiser; of Whose rfbti-
tude. and ‘delicacy she was sure her
opinion .could never "be shaken, aiid
for whose : happiness she’ graw daily
niofe anwious, Mopley had How’
been gorie: a-yrek, end nothme‘ was
heard of his r turn\\

-Jane ‘had senf Caroline an’ early‘-'
answer to her letter, and was ¢ount-
ing the days‘till she might réasonably
hope to' hear again: “The Jm'oimsed
letter of thanks from Mt. “('}ollins ar-
rived on Tuesday, addressed ‘to’ their
father, and writfen 'with all the s!o-,
lemnity of gratitudé which'a twelve:
month’s “abode i ‘thé Tamily might
have promipted. - < Aftér’ discharginw"
hig- conscieriéd 3n ‘that head, heé p‘ro-'
ceeti to\infbim' hem; with Taby rap-’
turous eg'presmm - of Hts’ha@ﬁéss
in baviag; oftained’ the, ﬁﬂ'éédbtr of
their amlable neighboty, Miss Tudds;
anddhen aﬁplama&ﬁ wis riierely”

with
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with the view of enjoying'her focicty '

that he had been so. ready to close
with their kind: wish of .seeiug~'him
again atLongbouyn, whither be hoped
to be able to rgtirn, on Monday fort.:
night; for Lady pathfx' 1e, he added;
80 h(»:;lrti lya ppruy.ai( his* arriage, that
she ‘ishéd it to take place.as.soon

as posmble, which he trusted would..

be an m,ngnsmerzpble argument with
]ub amiahle Charlotte to- name an
early day ﬁr q,gkmg;h,mp the happiest
of yen,. ’-,‘5 R ﬁ,»“,t

Mr, bolfms g,;g.,tqm,mto Hertfomh-;

shm; was-no onger. 2. matter of pleas |
bure t,o Mrap. -Benpety Qa. the eon-

tm’}y tﬁe BN ‘much. disposed.to
complaip of Jt as cher. bysband.—It
wag, yer ¥ strobgr thatdeshould colfie
to Lﬁﬁﬂ% onrn, instead.ipf to Lmcas
I‘Pdﬁ?mxé& swas ; ;also .ypr¥, mgouvo

nient.aud exgeedingly trhnblesoie. —
S‘hﬁkﬂﬁ?fiﬁ havingd§itors inthe hqm-
Wi

3

?
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while *her . bealth was so indiiferent
and lovers were of all people the most
dxsag.reeable Such were the gentle
murinurs - of Mrs. Bennet, and they
‘gave way only tg. thi-greater distress
of Mr: Bingley’s continued absence.
. Neither Jine .I?(n Elizabeth | were
comfortable on tlns subject v ry
after day passed away w ithout t . iy
‘ing any other tidings of hin than 1hc.
report which shortly preva;leu TTERARE
ryton of his coming no wore to Ne-
therfield the whole wmter., a report
which, highly incensed Mrs Bennet,
#nd «vhich she mever. failed to qoutra-
. dict as a most.scandalous falsehood
.. Even, Elizabeth beban tq. fear—rnot
that Bmgley was indifferent—hut that
hxﬁesm\crd’ would be; s eg%ful in
keeping him away., Unwilling.as she
was te. 2dilH; ap, ddes spadestricive
of Jun¢'s; happiness, and.go disho-
nourable
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nouga'ble to the stability of henlover, '
she could not prevent its frequently
recurring. The-vbited efforts of his
two unfecling sisters and of his over-
powering frieng, "} hssrsted by the?at-’
iractipus of Mms Baycy and the
wudements of Lo'rf]on right be too
o 2 ke feared for the strength of
%+ v achment. e
A fb, Jane, her anxiety under this
Lpence was, of course, more- painful
tan Elifabetl's; but ‘whatever she
felt she Was destrous “of” cmcealmg,
and betwhen ‘herself and Elizabeth,
thereforey the'*8ubject was’ ‘mever-ald-*
Inded to. But-#¢ no such delicacy
" restrdined ‘her’ "I'uothe‘r an- hour sel-
, dom "passed in whieli she “did riot
talk “of' Bingley, express her m%—
tieriehfor his arrivil; or even r@qmre
Jige*to “cqufess that" if he ,did not
obme back, slie shodld" think' herself
vory



( 304 )

very.ill used. It needed all Jape's
steady mildness to bear these attacks

with tolerable tranquillity. )
Mr. Collins returned most punctu-
‘all§ on the Mondmwwht, but his
reception at iéWboum was not quite
80 gracious a¥ it Bad been on his first
introduction. 1le was too happy,
however, to - need much attentiou ;
and luckily for the others, the busx-
ness of love-making relieved thew
from a great/denl of his ‘company.
The chief oﬂwry Gay was 'spent by
_him at Lucas Eod«re, and he some-
“tim-g returned to Loughoumn only in
time to make aa Apelogy for his ab-

“sence before the farniby went fo bed.
 Mrs. Bemet-wae really in a most
pnuble state. - “The very mention of
any thmg concerning the match threw
her ino au~agony of ill hqmom*; and
“herever the' went ehe Ayas aure of
hean‘n«
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heasing it talked of. <The sight éf
MPiss Lucas was odious to her. As
Lel SUCCEeSSOT, rp that house, Xhe re-
garded her with jealous abhorrence,
Whénbver Charlotte came to see
them she cqﬁ'c'lhdec} her to be antici-
patihg the hotir.#T fPssession; and
whenevgr slte spoke in a 16w voice to -
Mr. Coftlius, was convipced that they
werestalking of the Longbourn estate,
and resolving to turn herself and her
daaghtews cut of the house, as soon -
as Mr. Bennet yere dead.  She com-
plained lﬁtt«{fy of all'this to her hus-
band.
« Judeed, Me. Bennet,” said & she
“ it is wery hayd to think that Char:
lotte Lucas should ever be mistrbss -
of this housy, that I should be forcéd
10 e way for ker,..and live jo see
“her fake my placein it!”
* My dear,.do not give way to
VOL. L P such

)
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such gloomy thoughts. Let us hope
for better things, Let us flatter 0.ir-
.selves that I may bq the survivor.”

_ 'This was not very consoling to Mr<.

"Benget, and, therefore, instéad of
making any answer,<ffe went on as
before, ¥ N ‘

“ I cannot bear to thiak that *hey
should have all this estate. If it was’
not for the entail I should not,mind
.'t »

“ What should not you mind?

“ I should not mjnd any thmw at
all ?

. Let us be thaukful that you are
preserved from a state of such insen-
‘mibility.”

¢ I never canbe thankfu] Mr Ben-
nv, foranyghing about theentail. How «
any gne.could have the conscleqce to
entail awagan estate fron. one’§ owr’
daughters I cannot understand; 4nd

all
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all’fqr the sake of Mr. Gollins too !+
Way should e have it more than any-
body else?”

* &Jleave it to yourselfto determine,
said Mr. Bennet.

”

END OF VOL. k.

__m
don i nted by C Roworth,
€ R e e nar.
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